
 

 

 
 

APRIL to MAY 2019 

 

Diary of Events 
 

Date Event 
Apr 2nd Village Link - Meesden Village Hall 7.30pm – Len Little “The 

training and use of specialist search dogs”. 
Apr 4th  Parish Council Meeting Brent Pelham Village Hall 
Apr 9th  Village Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 7.30pm.  

Apr 11th  Hormead Garden Club – Hormead Village Hall 8pm – Speaker 
Peter Jackson, topic TBA 

Apr 22nd  Song recital by George Robarts – 4.30pm Furneux Pelham Church 

Apr 25th  APCM Hormead School 7,30pm 

Apr 27th  Quiz night at Anstey Village Hall – 7.30 for 8pm 

Apr 28th  Shonkes lunch in Brent Pelham Village Hall 

May 4th  Plant Sale outside Anstey Church 10am to 12 noon 

May 4th  Gin Tasting at Cokenach Shooting Room, with Stephen Marsh 7.30 
to 10.30pm 

May 5th  Village Link – Meesden Village Hall 7.30pm - “The history of Dolls 
Houses” Phyllis Baptie will give an illustrated talk and bring along a 
dolls house complete with furniture and miniatures for us to see. 

May 8th  Hormead Garden Club - Kelmarsh Hall & Gardens, Northampton. 
Hall & below stairs, and gardens with a craft gardener tour for our 
group. There is a shop and cafe serving light lunches. Departing 
10.30am from Balon’s Farm Little Hormead SG9 0LU where parking 
is available. Return to Little Hormead approx. 6.30pm.  

May 9th  Deer Impact Training Day – Brent Pelham Village Hall 

May 10th  Anstey Pop-up Film & Social Club – Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm 

May 14th Village  Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 7.30pm 

May 25th  The Rogation Walk – Little Hormead start – 9.30am 
June 8th  Barbecue in Brent Pelham 
June 16th  Meesden Family Fete and Fun Day – Village Green 
Aug 18th  Herts & Essex County Fair - The Park, Brent Pelham 

  

Editors: John and Patricia Hamilton, Red Stack, Anstey, Herts. SG9 0BN 
Tel. 01763 848536 jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com   

 
Please send in your own news to: Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rjmo@tinyworld.co,uk  (for Anstey); 

Martin Hugi martinhugi@outlook.com (for Brent Pelham): 
Margaret Beach on 01279 777195 or moth@sotamail.com (Meesden), 

 Or, for last minute material, direct to the editors. 
 

The next deadline is 15th May 2019 
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The Rogation Walk This year’s Rogation walk will take place on Saturday 25th May. Beating the bounds is an ancient custom still observed 
in many English villages. In former times when maps were rare, it was usual to walk the parish boundaries so people could acquire and share 

the knowledge of where they lay. Our walk follows lots of lovely footpaths between the 6 churches of the 
benefice.  It  starts at 9.30am  from Little Hormead going to Wyddial then on to Anstey for lunch then  to Meesden 
before completing the route via Brent Pelham finishing at Great Hormead around 4.30 pm. Refreshments are 
available at  all the stops. People of all ages are welcome especially those who would like to bring their dogs! The 
whole route is around 13 miles easy walking, but you are welcome to do any or as many stages as you wish. 
Transport can be arranged if needed for those who wish only to do part of the route. So please book the date in 
your diary! If you wish to know more do call Trevor Hughes 01279 777404. 
 
There will be a Gin Tasting at Cokenach Shooting Room, Cokenach Estate, Barkway SG8 8DL with Stephen 
Marsh from 7.30 to 10.30pm, in aid of Khandel Light. Tickets are £20 to include a welcome drink, tasting, and 

canapes. Gin bar with selection of gins and soft drinks. For tickets call Richard Bland on 07976 788565 or Bridget Gough 07815 846447. 
 
East Herts Council is pleased to announce that its discretionary Community Grants Programme 2019 is now open. It will address our 
priorities in health and wellbeing.    To find out more about how you could successfully apply for up to £3,000 to deliver a long-term project 
or up to £8,000 for a building improvement project, visit www.eastherts.gov.uk/communitygrants .  Application forms are available 
here.  Plus you can also view our new East Herts Health and Wellbeing Strategy.   Deadline for applications is 29 April 2019.   There will be 
another funding round in the autumn. 
 
Khandel Light have six runners in the London Marathon this April. Two of the Gough family are running again, Bridget Gough, a veteran of 
more than a decade of London Marathons and a founder member of the charity, is running with her son Rich. Taking part again is John 
Adamson, a Royston man who has run for the charity for several years. New runners Charlie Brooke Barnett, Seb Noller and Dan Scott join 
the team this year. Khandel Light continues to work in Rajasthan, providing water, education, supporting employment, offering training and 
empowering the progress and development of young women. To support Khandel Light and sponsor the runners go to: 
Dan Scott: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/runfatboyrunn  
Seb Noller https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/sebastian-noller-SAVMLMBONDS3332019-158111  
Charlie Brooke Barnett https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/CharleyBrookeBarnett   
Bridget Gough: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/bridgegough1  
John Adamson: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/johnadamson1  
Rich Gough: https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/richardgoughrunriberun   
 
George Robarts, aged 23, will be performing a recital in Furneux Pelham church, on April 22nd  , Easter Monday, at 4.30pm. George plans 
to sing a selection of English songs and show tunes, for no more than an hour.  The programme is likely to include: George Butterworth - Six 
Songs from A Shropshire Lad (A.E. Housman) and Ralph Vaughan Williams - Songs of Travel (Robert Louis Stevenson). There will probably 
also be songs by Warlock and Quilter, as well as some show unes.  His accompanist is Adam Turner.  They are using Furneux Pelham church 
because it has a grand piano. The concert will be followed by tea and cakes.  There will be a charge, because George will need to cover costs 
(pianist, heating, tea, donation to church, etc.).  Tickets £10 (under 25s free), to include tea and cakes, from 01763 289413 or enquiries to 
emma.robarts@btopenworld.com. Please apply in advance for tickets, because numbers are needed for catering.  There is parking on the road 
outside. 
George Robarts graduated in 2017 from New College, Oxford, where he studied German and Italian. He sang with the popular male a capella 
group Out Of The Blue in his first year and ran the male a capella group The New Men for two years. With the choir of New College, he 
performed as a soloist on three discs and on tours of Europe and the US.  Concert appearances include Pilatus (St John Passion) in New York 
with New College, Fauré’s Requiem in the Basilico di Santo Spirito, Florence, and Bach’s solo cantata 158 and Telemann’s solo setting of 
Psalm 100 with the Oxford Bach Soloists. Professional opera work includes Paisiello’s The Barber of Seville (New Chamber Opera) and 
Mozart’s Die Entführung aus dem Serail (West Green House Opera).  Student opera roles included Figaro (in Mozart’s The Marriage of 
Figaro) and Aeneas (in Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas) in Oxford, and  Orfeo (in Monteverdi’s L’Orfeo) at the Conservatorio di Musica Luigi 
Cherubini in Florence.  George studies singing with Glenville Hargreaves, and works in book publishing and translation alongside his singing. 
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Stallibrass Almshouse Charity. A vacancy has arisen relating to one of the almshouses in Barkway, suitable for a single lady, aged over 
50. Comfortable accommodation with sitting room, bedroom, kitchen and bathroom, all with gas central heating. Please apply to 
nicholas@ntufton.co.uk  or tel 848888 
 
First Aid Training – Thank you to everyone that has asked for First Aid training. We had a fantastic response and will arrange courses so 
that we can accommodate everyone and give a choice of evenings to attend. We are still finalising the available dates with the training team 
and will be emailing details to everyone that has reserved a place and to get their preferred date.  On behalf of the Brent Pelham & Meesden 
Parish Council - Thank you. 
 
Parish Elections Another reminder that should you wish to stand as a candidate in the 2019 Parish Council elections you should watch out 
for details that will appear both in the local newspaper and the parish notice boards late March. This will be the official Notice of Election 
giving details of the application process, so nominations cannot be submitted before then.   
 
Community Bus How have you found this new service? Jeff Jones the County Councillor for Buntingford District would love to hear your 
views. Contact him by email at jeff.jones@hertfordshire.gov.uk 
 
GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME – If you need a lift to a hospital, or doctor’s surgery, or help with the shopping, just give us a ring on 
01763 848536. 
 
There is a local Supper Club: on the second Tuesday of each month. It is held at The Woodman, Nuthampstead at 7.30pm (please book on 
01763 848328).    
 
Garden & DIY Equipment A reminder that we have equipment that is available for people to borrow. For full details of the equipment visit 
https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/ and check out the Loan DIY Equipment tab. Please do let us know if you have equipment that we 
can add to this list. 
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In the last edition we said farewell to Anthony and Mary Pearce, 
moving away to Buntingford. Tragically Anthony’s health 
deteriorated rapidly after the edition went to press, and he died on 
the 24th January, aged 77. In the result he never did move into his 
new home. Our condolences and deep sympathy to Mary and his 
family. Anthony was a stalwart supporter of all aspects of village 
life, holding many positions in village organisations over the years, 
and will be sorely missed by all in the local area as well as his family 
and friends. St George’s church in Anstey was packed on the 20th 
February when his funeral took place, the service taken by the Rev’d 
James Sawyer. There was a moving tribute to Anthony from his 
sons Nicholas and Jeremy, and readings by his grandsons Harry 
and Luke. After the service Anthony was laid to rest in the 
churchyard close to the Lychgate. 
 
Anstey Chapel has a warm family atmosphere. Sunday service 
10.30am, Sunday school 11am. Refreshments after the service. First 
Sunday of the month we have a communion service. LUNCH at the 
CHAPEL, takes place fortnightly on a Tuesday, noon - 2pm..April 
9th, 23rd, May 7th and 21st. Homemade chunky soup, rustic bread, 
cake, tea and coffee. Bring a friend - you never know who may drop 
in! WORSHIP at the CHAPEL, Easter Saturday, 20th April. 7 - 9pm. 
2 hours of hymns/songs with a live band led by Nadya Dyet 
fromThe Ark, Bedmond. Saturday, 18th May. 7- 9pm. Led by Trio 
Mauricio from The Gateway, Harlow. EASTER SUNDAY at the 
CHAPEL. He is risen, Hallelujah!  
OPEN DOORS Every morning from 7am - 8am, 30th May - 9th 
June. As we participate in the Archbishop of  Canterbury's 'Thy 
Kingdom come' prayer initiative - Join together in praying for our 
friends, family, loved ones and anybody else who is in our hearts. 
Tel: 01763  849256. ianfrankpalmer@hotmail.com Finally, please 
do remember that a heart at peace gives life to the body. God bless. 
Pastor Ian and Lynn-Marie 
 

“Many thanks to all who came and sang with such enthusiasm at the 
Carols in the Barn on 19th December, and for giving so 
generously.  A total of £257.60 was raised, meaning that each of our 
designated charities, the East Anglian Children's Hospice and 
Hertfordshire Welcomes Syrian Families, was given a donation of 
£128.80, which both have gratefully acknowledged. Thank you also 
to Gus and Jenny Goymour for kindly donating the wine for 
mulling, and to all who contributed such delicious mince pies!”  
Adrian and Alison Cossor. 
 

A really warm welcome to Tim Miller and Amy Solder who have 
just moved into Roding House together with Mae who is 4 and 
Heath who is 2. We hope they will have many many happy years in 
our village and in their new home, as did their predecessors Anthony 
and Mary Pearce.  
 
Anstey Plant Sale. This will be on Saturday May 4th 10am to 12 
noon outside Anstey Church. Lots of plants at really low prices. If 
anyone has any plants they wish to donate please drop off with 
Wendy or Jan or bring on the day. Proceeds go to Anstey Fair. 
 
Would you be interested in joining a google group called 
AnsteyLink? This is an e-mailing list only accessible to the 
residents of Anstey and neighbouring villages that sign up for it. It 
would enable you to email directly to everyone in the group at one 
email address: - ansteylink@googlegroups. This would mean you 
could easily share local information, list items to sell/give 
away/share, recommend local businesses, services and events, ask 
for help and community support, and anything else that may be 
useful to get in touch with your local residents about directly from 
your email account at the time when it’s relevant for you. As a 
member of AnsteyLink you will receive messages from other 
members (i.e. local residents) directly into your email account or via 
Google Groups on the web (whatever best suits you) and can respond 
in a timely fashion. This direct group email can be incredibly useful 
and beneficial for example: sending out missing pet messages, 
informing people about suspicious goings on, recycling unwanted 
items locally, finding a lift when your car breaks down etc etc etc. If 
you do want to join this group, please email Sarah Cruise on 
cruise.s@icloud.com  or if you already have a Google account visit 
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/ansteylink  to join there. 
I will only accept members from Anstey or the close villages such as 
Meesden, the Hormeads and Brent Pelham, and will send further 
guidelines when you join. If you would like to discuss this further 
before joining then do email me. Thank you - Sarah Cruise, Church 
Gate Cottage, Anstey. 
 
Have you ever wanted to learn the piano? Or maybe wished 
you had played as a child? It is never too late ... Piano lessons 
available in Anstey - please phone me on 01763848487 Maddy 
Bradshaw.  
 
Anstey Village Hall News. Our next fund-raising event will be 
the Annual Village Hall Quiz on Saturday 27th April, 7.30pm for 
8.00, with quizmaster Edward Burton testing those little grey cells 
once again! Admission is £10, including supper, with a licensed bar 
and raffle. For catering purposes please let us know in advance if 
you’re coming – contact  Colin Smith: colingsmith@gmail.com / 
01763 849949 or Dave Oxley: oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 01763 848584. 
You can reserve a table for 6 to 8 players or simply turn up and join 
one on the night – all are welcome.  
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ANSTEY POP-UP FILM AND SOCIAL CLUB.On Friday 22nd 
February we showed MAMMA MIA, HERE WE GO AGAIN and on 
Friday 29th March we showed FIRST MAN, starring Ryan Gosling 
as astronaut Neil Armstrong. Our next film will be shown on 
Friday 10th May – doors open 7.30pm, film starts at 8.oo. All 
members should receive an email flyer in advance, with details of 
the next film to be shown. If you don’t receive one, or would like to 
become a member, please contact Colin Smith: 
colingsmith@gmail.com / 01763 849949 or Dave Oxley: 
oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 01763 848584. Non-members are welcome 
to join us on the night, as a guest (for £3) or to sign up as a member. 
Membership is still just £12 per calendar year and allows free entry 
to all 9 films! Please note that all memberships were due for 
renewal as from January. Following a request from one or 
two regulars, we are going to include subtitled text at our 
next screening. This will be on a trial basis, and will depend on 
the feedback we receive. 
SPRING INTO EXERCISE! If your New Year’s resolution was to do 
more exercise, why not try one of the following classes? 
Mondays 
Dance Fit  5.30pm – 6.30pm £4.00 per session 
Tuesdays 
Yoga  5.15pm – 6.15pm £4.00  
Table Tennis 7.30pm – 8.30pm £3.00 
Wednesdays    
Table Tennis 10.00am – 11.00am £3.00 
Pilates   4.30pm – 5.30pm £4.00  
Carpet Bowls 7.30pm – 9.30pm  £2.50 
Thursdays 
Yoga  9.45am – 10.45am  £4.00 
All classes are run on a pay-as-you-go basis, with no upfront fees. 
New members, of any age and ability, are always welcome and the 
first ‘taster’session is free. Contact Dave Oxley on 07802 733398 (or 
email oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk) for more information. 
To book Anstey Village Hall for a private function, or to hire any 
tables, chairs or equipment, please contact Ruth Hart on 01763 
849724 or email ruth.hart9@btinternet.com  
SUPPORTING THE HALL WITH THE EAST HERTS LOTTERY. 
East Herts Lottery is a weekly online lottery, where 60% of all funds 
raised go to good causes that benefit local communities in East 
Herts. Each ticket costs £1 per week and players can choose which 
cause to support, knowing that 50p in each pound spent will go 
directly to that cause. The odds of winning any prize are 50:1 and 
the top prize (matching 6 numbers in a row) is £25,000! For more 
information go to www.easthertslottery.co.uk  
Anstey Village Hall is keen to continue supporting the community 
and has registered its details on the East Herts Lottery site. If you 
are keen to support the Hall by playing the Lottery please go to 
www.ansteyvillage.co.uk  to sign up. Thank you! 
 
Anstey Parish Council. The Parish Council would like to extend 
their grateful thanks to Jacky Ward for her kind and most 
generous donation of the defibrillator: also to thank Mark Dry the 
electrician for the electrical installation of it. (Mark Dry, Dry 
Electric is available for local work on 07876 567993.) 
The Parish Council would like to remind villagers to drive carefully 
through the village especially from Lincoln Hill and past the school 
to the well where it is narrow and difficult for pedestrians, thank 
you. A reminder for villagers if they wish to sign the village 
proposed conservation plan petition that the time to sign it h closes 
on 30th March.  
http://democracy.eastherts.gov.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?id=41 
Parish Council elections will take place on Thursday 2nd May and 
nomination papers will soon be available for anyone interested in 
becoming a Parish Councillor.  Please contact the clerk or check 
noticeboards at the end of March for more information.  Caroline 
Jones Clerk – Anstey Parish Council Barnside, Hare Street, 
Buntingford SG9 0AD Tel. 01763 289 763 Email: clerk-
ansteypc@hotmail.co.uk 
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We are sorry to announce that Pam Brereton of Flint Cottage, 
Anstey has died after a long illness. Pam lived and worked in  in 
the  immediate area for nearly all her life. She was  born in Scotland 
but her family moved to Hertford Heath when she was three years 
old. On her marriage to Peter Sapsed she moved to Anstey and later 
to Hunters Lodge, Brent Pelham when she married John Brereton in 
1993, before moving with John, to Flint Cottage, Anstey in 
2006. Pam worked for Altro Flooring, owned by the Fincham 
family, late of Brent Pelham, Tyler Plant Hire in Nuthhampstead, 
British Livestock Export in Wyddial and Fox Feeds in Brent Pelham 
amongst others. She was for a time the school secretary at Barkway 
School where she proved adept at identifying any attempt to skip 
school with doubtful claims of sickness. She lived surrounded by 
horses and dogs and loved riding with her dogs around the roads 
and tracks, often accompanied by a friend and enjoying a good 
gossip. She was particular fond of a long legged and woolly lurcher 
named Pelham.  One might conclude that she rather enjoyed living 
here. There was a funeral service in Flitcham, Norfolk (where John’s 
family have lived for over 200 yearson Friday 22nd. March, followed 
by a memorial service in Brent Pelham church on the 25th March.   
 
Brent Pelham Hall – Garden open for charity – 22 & 23 

June Alex and Mike Carrell of Brent 
Pelham Hall are pleased to let people 
know that they have been accepted by 
the National Garden Scheme to open 
the gardens at Brent Pelham Hall for 
the first time this year. They hope to 
raise money for the village hall and 
Brent Pelham as well as the NGS 
Scheme which supports charities such 
as Macmillan Cancer Support, MS 
Society, Marie Curie, Hospice UK, 
Carers’ Trust and many more. There 
will be a tea room serving 
refreshments and home-made cakes.  
They would like to appeal for helpers 
to make cakes for the event and to 

help run the tea room on the day. All help so very much appreciated! 
Contact alexandrajcarrell@gmail.com to join the helper list. With 
many thanks! 
 
Brent Pelham and Meesden Parish Council – From Kate 
Hinch 
Highways. Following a discussion at the last Parish Council 
Meeting on 10th January regarding highways matters, I met with 
James Vine, District Survey Agent for Ringway, on 25th January.  
Together we walked around Brent Pelham and drove to Meesden to 
look at areas of concern.  The results are as follows. 
1. Blocked gullies throughout the villages – Ringway are aware of 
this and James has committed to ascertaining a date when work will 
commence; as yet no date has been received. 
2. Large stone encroaching onto the road on the right-hand side as 
you drive towards Pelham House/Laundry Cottage – the surface 
dressing works referred to in note 4 will not extend as far as this so 
no action will be taken. 
3. Left hand edge of the road opposite Pelham House/Laundry 
Cottage has deteriorated - Ringway have committed to reinstating 
this. 
4. Three potholes on the left hand side road over Hartham Common 
as you drive towards Clavering – these are marked up for repair, 
along with other defects on this stretch of road, after which the road 
will be surface dressed; this work to take place between March and 
June. 
5. Missing signage on the bends at Washall Green – I have asked for 
the new signs to be on a large, yellow backboard similar to the one as 
you approach these bends in the opposite direction, and for the 
chevron indicating the direction of the bends to be replaced. Due to 
the unusual nature of these signs it has had to be referred to the 
Safety Team who are still deliberating; this issue was chased at the 
beginning of March where it was pointed out that the accident 
causing the flattening of the chevron sign took place in May last 
year. 
6. Verge outside Church Cottage being eroded knocking down posts 
and exposing the pudding stone – as there is already a “Slow” sign 
painted on the road and three other warning signs at this junction no 
further action will be taken (see notes below). 

mailto:colingsmith@gmail.com
mailto:oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:ruth.hart9@btinternet.com
http://www.easthertslottery.co.uk/
http://www.ansteyvillage.co.uk/
http://democracy.eastherts.gov.uk/mgEPetitionDisplay.aspx?id=41
tel:01763%20289%20763
mailto:clerk-ansteypc@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:clerk-ansteypc@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/
mailto:alexandrajcarrell@gmail.com


 
7. Road markings at the junction of Mill Road, Meesden and the 
road to Langley – these will be repainted from late May onwards 
when road painting is done. 
Notes: During the inspection the state of the roads in general was 
discussed, especially with reference to the wearing away of the 
verges and the mud this creates on the road surface.  These are 
caused principally by the speed at which vehicles travel and the size 
of HGV’s, particularly the tyres.  Taking the positive view there are 
solutions to these problems. At the last Parish Council Meeting we 
discussed the use of “Smiley Faced” speed indicators and James 
acknowledged that these were effective, but also that there are 
limitations as to where they can be sited i.e. on a straight stretch of 
road and 400-500cm off the road.  In BP parents and 
schoolchildren gather on the corner of the Causeway for the school 
bus in the morning and afternoon.  A speed indicator could be 
placed on the left-hand side of Pump Hill travelling towards 
Clavering but the bank may well preclude this. Prior to purchase a 
survey would undertaken by the contractor to ensure the site is 
suitable for this type of equipment.  If it is decided that these signs 
are needed the Parish Council would need to give some thought as 
to how many and their location. Councillor Jeff Jones of 
Buntingford Division has noted that there is money in his budget 
for this. With regard to HGV’s, it is possible to put in either a 
precast concrete high containment kerb, a Titan Kerb, (similar to 
that which was put outside the house in Great Hormead - and then 
had to have the rounded edge cut off as it encroached into the road) 
or metal barriers as are used on the A10.  The dilemma is to have 
kerbs or spoilt verges. Some in the community have suggested the 
use of speed bumps, especially when approaching the church. 
Your views on all of the above would be welcomed.  
New Homes Fund There are limited funds available to upgrade 
village facilities, for example in Brent Pelham the pump on Pump 
Hill could be renovated and the area around it improved. Please let 
us know if you have any ideas on how to spend these monies. 
You can comment on the above items either through attendance at a 
Parish Council Meeting – the next one is in Brent Pelham on 4th 
April – or by contacting a Parish Councillor directly.  The Parish 
Council can only consider your views if you make them known to 
us, otherwise we have to decide the best course of action.  Please - 
get involved! Kate Hinch 01279 777317 katehinch@gmail.com 
 
For information - Brent Pelham & Meesden Parish Council website 
can be found at https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/  
 
Welcome to Nicki and Chris Dodds – Bonnymead Cottage 
Nicki, Chris, and family wish to say a hello to all in the village. 
“Thank you to everybody who has given us a warm welcome to the 
village since we moved into Bonnymead Cottage in December. We 
look forward to meeting more people at village events or out and 
about walking the dog with our two boys Jack, 4 and William, 1 1/2. 
We’re all settling in well and enjoying our new house and its 
surrounds having moved from flat Cambridgeshire! Thank you very 
much. Nicki.” 
 
Bell-ringing at St Mary’s Church, Brent Pelham Not quite 
like the monks in the Mars Bar advert but good fun anyway. The 
Ringing School in Brent Pelham now has three people who can ring 
on their own, so there is the opportunity to take on new learners. 
Please come join us on Sundays between 2pm and 4pm and learn 
how to ring the bells without going airborne!  No previous 
experience necessary. Kate Hinch 01279 777317 
Thanks to Robert Friskney for his very efficient work to quickly 
replace a cracked stay on #2 bell, and thanks to another ringer, Bill 
Bird of Much Hadham, who kindly shaped the new stay.  
 
Deer activity & impact assessment training - 9th May - 
Brent Pelham village hall Local estate and woodland owners, 
stalkers and woodland management professionals may be 
interested in a training day being run by David Hooton of the Deer 
Initiative at Brent Pelham Village hall on the 9th May.  
Topics covered. 
Overview of impacts caused by deer species in the UK, other 
mammals, and the compounding effects of tree diseases. Deer 
Impact Surveys: an introduction to activity and impact 
indicators, conducting surveys, recording and interpreting results. 
Deer Population Dynamics and Monitoring: factors driving 
population density and their relationship to habitats. Counting deer 

versus indirect methods of monitoring population change. 
Recording and interpreting data to support Adaptive Management. 
Adaptive Management: planning and adapting deer management 
over time. Indicators of success. Meeting site management 
objectives.  
Field Visit: Examples of deer impact indicators. Discussions of the 
logistics of deer management, health and safety and legislative 
issues. 
Places are limited. To register an interest please contact: David 
Hooton, East of England Deer Liaison Officer  
Email: david.hooton@thedeerinitiative.co.uk Tel: 01842 773384 
Mobile: 07970 141512 More information: 
http://www.thedeerinitiative.co.uk/  
 
Metal detecting - Gold ring found – Still unclaimed 
Unfortunately, the gold ring found by the Barry Norris detecting in 
Park field, Brent Pelham, has not yet been reunited with an owner. If 
you believe it could be yours please get in touch with Martin Hügi 
(martinhugi@outlook.com) he can then put you in direct contact 
with Barry so you can provide him with full description of your lost 
ring to see if there is a match. Barry and Mike also extend a standing 
offer to anybody that may have lost an item (metallic of course) they 
will be happy to try to find it, providing they are legally permitted to 
search and or dig on the location of the loss. 
 
General reminders  
The Black Horse pub 
For details of regular and seasonal activities see the Facebook page – Watch, 
Like, Follow https://www.facebook.com/theblackhorsebrentpelham/ or 
speak to landlord Hugh on 01279 778925. 
Brent Pelham Facebook page.  If you are a Facebook user then don’t 
forget to like the Brent Pelham Facebook page to keep up to date with 
upcoming events & local news. 
Fraser Murray sends out emails to the village with general news, these are 
useful for getting out urgent new, reminders and information quickly. To add 
your name to his distribution list, or if your email has changed, then send a 
blank email to frasermurray@me.com with your name and address in the 
header. 
Pilates   
At the Village Hall every Monday from 7 to 8 pm, led by experienced 
teacher Becky - newcomers are welcome whether male or female.  Each class 
costs £6 if you pay for one or £5 if you pay monthly. Any questions - contact 
Hazel Norris on 777316 
Kundalini Yoga  
Evening classes including Gong Relaxation with Anna Currey, Kundalini 
Research Institute Certified Teacher. Every Tuesday 19:00 – 20:15 at Brent 
Pelham Village Hall. £8 drop in 
Arrive 10 minutes before class, comfortable clothes and yoga/pilates mat or 
similar.  
For more information or questions: Anna Currey 07463 851460 
annaalexcurrey@gmail.com  
Village hall internet - The WiFi network is BP-Village-Hall and the 
password is shonk5moat. It’s free to use for basic respectful use, and for 
those ‘your-internet-is-down’ emergencies; For prolonged heavy use a small, 
or large, donation would be very welcome, simply post through the letter box 
at the Village Hall with an explanatory note. 
Brent Pelham Voluntary Emergency Telephone Service (VETS) 
scheme.  
As the name suggests this is an Emergency Telephone Service run by 
volunteers in the village. It can be called in an emergency to provide local 
support whilst waiting for the emergency services to arrive. It is important 
to note this is NOT a substitute for the emergency services - Call 999 first. 
Then, if you need a fellow villager to help manage the emergency, or just 
some company while you wait for the emergency services to arrive, you 
should call 01279 260911.  
Village Defibrillator This is located near the village hall and post box 
opposite the church. The access code for the box is C159X.   

 

 
 https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/ 

 
Thanks Huge thanks are due to John Robinson for all the hours of 
back-aching work he has put into clearing the area round the Village 
Hall of the large amount of growth and weed.  The whole area is very 
much tidier and now looks very well kept.  Thank you too, John, for 
the ongoing work you do in keeping the garden rubbish under 
control with your regular lighting and management of the bonfire! 
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Sausage and Mash Evening – 26th January Meesden 
celebrated the end of January with its traditional and hearty 
Sausage Supper.  With a blazing fire in the Village Hall, we shared a 
happy evening with plenty of sausages and mash, and a decadent 
range of delicious puddings. With thanks to all who came along and 
made it such a convivial evening, and to Margaret Beach, Ken and 
Carol Newstead, Fiona Hughes, Jill Albrook, Chris Crooks and her 
friend Kate, for their generous contributions.  
 
Family Fete and Fun Day – A Reminder Date for your 
Diary As mentioned in the December 2018 – January 2019 edition, 
we are planning to hold a Fete on the Village Green on Sunday 16th 
June.  This will be a day filled with fun, competitions, refreshments 
and lots more  – an occasion for the whole family to enjoy, so put it 
in your diary and be sure not to miss it! 
 
Community Garden – Thanks to help from Ian Barr and Nick 

McCrow and support 
from both Vegware and 
the Stansted Airport 
Passengers Community 
Trust the new raised bed 
at the rear of the Village 
Hall is complete. We 

intend to 
grow 

flowers in 
this bed 
that are 
suitable for 
cutting and 
hope to 
have some 

available 
outside the 
Hall in the 
summer. If 
anyone has 

some 
colourful 

annuals or 
perennials  that would add to the summer colour, please bring them 
along. Our veg patch beside the Water Tower will continue to be 
used to grow vegetables and we already have our supply of seed for 
the season.   
 
Septic Tanks A reminder that our septic tanks must be treated 
with due respect and are.  They are very sensitive pieces  of 
equipment which become blocked very easily, and are both 
unpleasant and expensive to clear.  It is therefore essential to 
remember that items such as baby wipes or any kind of wet wipe 
should never be disposed of via this method! 
 

 

Fine Cabinet Makers & Fitted 
Furniture Producers 

Bespoke Joinery 
C M Joinery Ltd 

For more information log onto 
 www.thecabinetmaker.co.uk 

Telephone – 07831 543715  
or e-mail 

colin@thecabinetmaker.co.uk  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MBL DECORATING 
Painting and decorating at reasonable rates 

*Free Quotations* 
We are fully insured 

01279-427240 or mobile 07790612954  
            

 
 
 
 

 

Helping Hands  - Domestic services 
Local references available. 

Need help with your busy schedule? We can 

help you with: 

     *Housekeeping 

      (spring clean, general clean, washing, 

ironing etc) 

     *Carpet cleaning 

     *End of tenancy cleaning 

     *Party hosting assistance 

     *Baby sitting 

     *Dog walking 

Please contact for details, advice and a free 

quote. 

 

Bettina Kovacs  07518928871 

kovacsbettina@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
 
LadiesBeginners Bodyfit Bootcamp! 
WOMEN ONLY. Everyone welcome - 
All abilities catered for! 
ANSTEY PARK Mondays 9.15-10 a.m £5.00 PER 
SESSION (First session free!) 
Come and join in the fun with other like-minded 
women. 
Please contact Emma Raymen PT 07792 
429782 
Rocketfitness@hotmail.com  
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Fingers and Forks – bespoke 
caterers 

Catering for all occasions – Weddings, 
Christenings, Funerals, Corporate, Hog 

Roasts, Banquets, and Canapés etc. 
Full Hot and Cold Menu available – High 

Standard of Cuisine and Presentation. Ring 
Emma on 01763 848000 

 
 

ANSTEY GROVE BARN 
BED AND BREAKFAST 

 

 
 
Anstey Grove Barn is a timber barn that has been 
tastefully converted specifically to offer high 
quality Bed and Breakfast accommodation. It is 
situated away from the main farmhouse, and 
overlooks the secluded walled garden, which is 
set to lawn and formal herb patio and is for 
guests’ use only. The six rooms are all elegantly 
furnished and are a mixture of twin and double. 
The “Master Room” has a four poster bed, 
bathroom with freestanding roll top bath, shower 
and separate WC. 

www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk 
contact Alice at 

enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk   01763 
848828 or 07791296060 

 
 

 R Webb’s Gardening Services 
 

Hedge Cutting, Grass Cutting, 
Strimming, Weeding, Pruning shrubs and 

small Trees, Fencing, and General 
GardenMaintenance. 

 

Fully Insured. Anstey based 
 

Tel: 07815 134875 
01763 848051 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Rosie Norbury Childminding 

Services 

Places available for children ages 6 

months – 2 years 

Full day care or part time hours 

Happy, fun and caring home 

environment 

Based in Braughing - 11 years 

experience 

Competitive rates, all hildcare 

vouchers  

Ofsted registered - Excellent 

references available 

01920 82256 or 07970 367074 

rosie.norbury@hotmail.co.uk 
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J.G Brickwork and Building Services 
 

All aspects of Brickwork and Building work 

undertaken. 

 

Level 3 NVQ & City & Guilds Bricklayers. 

 

Free Estimates please contact: - 

 

07557531841 / 07879053193 
 

 

 

 

07557531841 or  07879053193 


