
 

 

 
 

JUNE to JULY 2018 

 

Diary of Events 
 

Date Event 
June 2nd Cheese and Wine Tasting – Anstey Village Hall 
June 5th  Village Link–  Meesden Village Hall 7.30pm – History of the Isabel 

Hospice – speaker Barbara Doherty 
June 12th  Village Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 7.30pm.  

June 21st and 
24th  

Hormead Garden Club  Member’s Open Garden –Annette 
Farrimond Bonnymeads Cottage, Brent Pelham 7pm with Prosecco 
and nibbles. Then on 24th there will be a members’ stall at Cottered 
Village Day. 

June 29th  Anstey Pop-up Cinema – Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm 

June 30th  Cockenach Open Summer Gardens 1-4pm 

July 3rd  Village Link –Guide walk round Hertford  with Guide speaker 
Elizabeth Eastwood  

July 5th Hormead Garden Club Coach Trip to Somerleyton Hall and 
Gardens. 

July 8th Anstey Village Fair – Anstey Bury – 1-5pm 

July 10th  Village  Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 7.30pm 
August 19th  Brent Pelham Country Fair and Dog and Heavy Horse Show 
Sept 22nd  Anstey Village Hall Race Night. 

Oct 13th  Quiz in Anstey Village Hall at 7.30pm 

 
 

Editors: John and Patricia Hamilton, Red Stack, Anstey, Herts. SG9 0BN 
Tel. 01763 848536 jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com   

 
Please send in your own news to: Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rjmo@tinyworld.co,uk  (for Anstey); 

Martin and Katey Hugi martinhugi@outlook.com or kateyjane@hotmail.co.uk (for Brent Pelham): 
Margaret Beach on 01279 777195 or moth@sotamail.com (Meesden), 

 Or, for last minute material, direct to the editors. 
 

The next deadline is 15th July 2018 

 
 

 

mailto:jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com
mailto:rjmo@tinyworld.co,uk
mailto:martinhugi@outlook.com
mailto:kateyjane@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:moth@sotamail.com


 
 

 
 

Anstey Fair – see above! -is to be held on Sunday July 8th from 1-5pm. Again it will be in the lovely grounds of 
Anstey Bury by kind permission of Adrian and Alison Cossor.  Admission is £2 for adults, children under 16 free, 
and free parking.  Please come and support our fund raising (Church, village hall and school) and enjoy what is a 
lovely traditional country fair.  As always we are looking for more help on the day, with setting up in the morning, 
taking down at the end and also with manning some of the stalls in the afternoon.  Please contact Ann Grimsdale 
(848372) or Alison Cossor (848479) if you can help. We would also appreciate donations of the following items (a 
good excuse for a clear out!): China for the china smashing stall, items for the bric-a-brac stall, clothing in good 
condition, books, cakes and produce.  (These can be left at Anstey Bury with cakes for the produce stall going to 
Jenny Goymour at Little Thatch). We would also be really grateful for any donations of cakes/quiches for the tea 
stall. We can either collect or you can take to the fair on the Sunday morning.  If anyone feels they can help on the 
tea stall during the fair, this would be very much appreciated. Please contact either Sue on 849949, 
suesmith7@gmail.com or Ruth on 849724, ruth.hart9@btinternet.com.  
 
A colossal lightning storm brought a disastrous strike on 6 Buryfields, Anstey, the home of Tammy and Lee 
Robinson and the family of four children. The lightning strike set the roof of the house on fire and the property 
was only saved (though very badly damaged) by the huge efforts of the Fire Brigade. Tammy and Lee and family 
have had to move out and it will be some months before repairs can be done. All our hearts go out to them and we 
hope they will be back in Anstey soon. The good(ish) news is that scaffolding and protection sheeting has been 
installed so perhaps their wait will not be too long. 
 
We waited so long for Spring we thought that it would never come but it did and everything was flowering at the 
same time. Already we are in June and what should we expect from our garden? Well, whatever the weather brings 
you can rely on Alma Cottage plant stand to be full of reasonably priced plants some unusual) to fill your garden 
with colour and joy. You will also be supporting Meesden Church with the profits that are made. And if you 
would like any gardening advice do come along to the Garden Club meetings at 8 p.m. every 3rd Thursday of the 
month at the Hormead Village Hall. Hope to see you there. 
 
Cokenach Summer Open Gardens, Barkway. In aid of Barkway Church Fund and Khandel light - Saturday 
30th June 1-4pm. Entry £5 per person – children free.  
Cokenach gardens will be open in aid of Khandel light and Barkway Church Fund. There will be a treasure hunt for 
the children, teas, snacks and cakes. Ice creams and Cokenach cider will be for sale. There’ll be a plant stall, for you 
to stock up on your summer tomato plants and beautiful water colour paintings for sale. A raffle will be held for 
hampers including Cokenach Cider. (Sorry no dogs allowed.)  
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GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME – If you need a lift to a hospital, or doctor’s surgery,  or help with the shopping, 
just give us a ring on 01763 848536. 

 
There is a local Supper Club: on the second Tuesday of each month. It is held at The Woodman, Nuthampstead at 
7.30pm (please book on 01763 848328).  

 

 
www.ansteyvillage.co.uk 

  
A sad farewell and good luck to John, Selina, Olivia 
and Leo who have moved out of Cargreen Cottage, 
Anstey, and a very warm welcome to Mark and 
Gemma Jacobs who have moved (with their dogs!) 
into what is now to be  known as Willow Tree Cottage. 
They were in Nuthampstead for 10 years, and Gemma 
was in Furneux Pelham for 20 years before that, and 
they say they are looking forward to being part of this 
community, And another warm welcome to Lynsay 
and Phil Ellard who have moved into 9 St George’s 
End. We hope the new arrivals will have many happy 
years in Anstey. 
 
Date for your diary. On Saturday 13th October at 
7.30 pm there will  be a quiz in Anstey Village Hall in 
aid of St George’s Church. 
 
Anstey Church. We would like to thank all our volunteer 
cleaners and flower arrangers for keeping our church 
looking so special for services, baptisms, weddings, 
funerals and for visitors who come in to look round our 
historic building.  We are looking for extra volunteers to 
clean and if you have a spare hour to offer us we would 
very much welcome your help.  Please contact Daphne 
Bailey 848675 Ann Grimsdale 
 
Anstey Chapel Well, Spring has sprung and it is that 
time of year when things get done around the house as 
well as around The Chapel.  We have received gifts of 
wider front gates and new outside lighting.  Both these 
gifts are due to be installed, hopefully, by the end of 
May. 
The Chapel’s fortnightly Soup Lunch is a great success 
and will continue throughout the summer running from 
12-2pm every other Tuesday.   So don’t cook yourself a 
Midday Meal.  Come and enjoy a Free Lunch.  Bring 
your family and you’re friends. 
Monthly, on a Saturday evening 7-9pm, from now until 
October, The Chapel will host Live Worship with 
Leaders and Bands from around the 3 counties. Truly a 
monthly must-not- miss!. Come and appreciate and 
enjoy great musicians singing all types of Gospel Music. 
As usual our church services are:- 10.30am Service, 
11.00am Sunday School, followed by refreshments. 
Every 1st Sunday Communion. Every 2nd Sunday we 
have a Guest Speaker.Every 3rd Sunday No Service. 
Pastor Ian & Lynn-Marie Palmer 01763-849256 

 
Plant Sale. Thanks to all who supported us at the 
plant sale on a very cold and damp Saturday 28th April. 
We had a great variety of plants, nearly all of which 

were sold and we are able to pass £294 to the Anstey 
Fair fund for redistribution after the Fair. 
 
ANSTEY VILLAGE HALL 
On Saturday 2nd June we will be running a Wine 
Tasting Evening. This is a non-competitive blind 
tasting event – first we taste a selection of white wines, 
then a selection of reds. With a little live music from 
Tony & Dave to round off the evening, while you finish 
the bottles! There’ll be biscuits between tastings and 
cheese and biscuits to finish off with. Wines will be from 
a local retailer and within a budget of £15 a bottle – with 
one joker in the pack, to see if price makes a difference! 
Admission is £12, which includes wines and cheese. To 
reserve your place please contact Dave Oxley 
(oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 01763 848584). 
Pop up Film and Social Club. On Friday 6th April we 
showed BATTLE OF THE SEXES, which told the story 
of Billie Jean King’s 1973 tennis match with ex-champ 
and serial hustler Bobby Riggs. On Friday 18th May we 
showed MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS, 
Kenneth Branagh’s 2017 remake of the Agatha Christie 
classic.  Our next screening will be on Friday 29th 
June – doors open 7.30pm, film starts at 8.oo. All 
members should receive an email flyer with details of 
the next film to be shown. If you don’t receive one, or 
would like to become a member, please contact Colin 
Smith: colingsmith@gmail.com / 01763 849949 or Dave 
Oxley: oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 01763 848584. Non-
members are welcome to join us on the night, as a guest 
(for £3) or to sign up as a member. Membership is still 
just £12 per calendar year and allows free entry to all 9 
films! On Saturday 22nd September we will be holding 
our first ever Race Night! More details to follow and we 
hope you’ll be able to join us. 
Many thanks to all who attended the annual Village Hall 
quiz on Saturday 28th April, and a special thanks to our 
quizmaster Edward Burton for another fine contest. 
We raised £636 on the evening, which will help to fund 
further improvements to the hall. Speaking of which: - 
Improvements. Over the summer period we will be 
installing double-glazed windows and entrance doors so 
that the Village Hall will be warmer and more energy 
efficient during the colder months. Many thanks to 
those of you who have attended our events and helped 
us raise money for this project, and to Anstey Parish 
Council who are making a substantial contribution to 
the costs. 

 

 
 
Decorating the Church for Easter - Annette 
would like to thank Jo Wakefield, Kate Hinch and 
Lizzy Barclay for their help in dressing the church in 
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her Easter finery and to Sue Barclay and Tracey Hart 
for their contributions of daffodils and pussy 
willow.  Owing to a long winter and cold, wet Spring, 
there were still plenty of daffodils in our 
arrangements.   
 
Prehistoric residents of The Causeway - 
Hannah Cakebread, of The Causeway, was digging 
manure into a new flower bed after a change to her 
driveway last autumn when she dug up an unusual 
shaped stone. After giving it a bit of a wash, she 
thought it looked rather like a Stone Age tool and took 
it to the finds officer based at the Verulamium 
museum in St Albans. They have confirmed that what 

she found is 
indeed a 

Neolithic 
tool dating 

from 
between 

2500 and 
2000 BCE.  
It is likely 
that it 
would have 
been used 
as a scraper 
to dress or 
clean the 
skins of 

dead 
animals. 
Hannah 

says, “The 
Stone Age 

Museum of Brent Pelham will be open upon request”. 
 
The Black Horse pub has some reminders: - 
Garden re-opening - BBQ and outside bar - 
Bank Holiday Weekend 25-28th May The garden 
will be reopened for the bank holiday weekend with 
the revival of the BBQ and outside bar. Check social 
media for timings or ask nearer the time. 
Wednesday is the much-acclaimed steak night and 
don’t forget to book early for the roasts on Sunday. 
For more details and for seasonal activities see the 
Facebook page – Watch, Like, Follow 
https://www.facebook.com/theblackhorsebrentpelha
m/ or speak to landlord Hugh on 01279 778925. 
 
For the benefit of those new to the village and 
as general reminders  
 
Parish Visitor You may or may not be aware that 
Annette Farrimond (Tel: 777627 or email: 
annettefarrimond@gmail.com) is the current Parish 
Visitor for Brent Pelham.  She visits on behalf of the 
Vicar and would welcome any information about 
arrivals, departures and anyone else who would like a 
visit.  As the Farrimonds will be moving to 
Cheltenham in due course, she is looking for 
somebody to take over the role. 
 

Brent Pelham Voluntary Emergency 
Telephone Service (VETS) scheme.  
As the name suggests this is an Emergency Telephone 
Service run by volunteers in the village. It can be 
called in an emergency to provide local support whilst 
waiting for the emergency services to arrive. It is 
important to note this is NOT a substitute for the 
emergency services - Call 999 first. Then, if you 
need a fellow villager to help manage the emergency, 
or just some company while you wait for the 
emergency services to arrive, you should call 01279 
260911.  
 
Village Defibrillator This is located near the 
village hall and post box opposite the church. The 
access code for the box is C159X.   
 
Brent Pelham Facebook page  If you are a 
Facebook user then don’t forget to like the Brent 
Pelham Facebook page to keep up to date with 
upcoming events & local news. 
Fraser Murray sends out emails to the village with 
general news, these are useful for getting out urgent 
new, reminders and information quickly. To add your 
name to his distribution list, or if your email has 
changed, then send a blank email to 
frasermurray@me.com with your name and address in 
the header. 
 
Pilates at the Village Hall every Monday from 7 to 
8 pm, led by experienced teacher Becky - newcomers 
are welcome whether male or female.  Each class 
costs £6 if you pay for one or £5 if you pay monthly. 
Any questions - contact Hazel Norris on 777316 
 

 
 
Meesden Quiz Evening On 12th May, Meesden held 
another very successful quiz night. It was a brilliant 
evening with teams of 8 keenly competing against each 
other particularly in the round which required teams 

to build their own 
towers! There were 
some interesting 
constructions and 
team members 
showed impressive 
skills with steady 
hands! All scored 

really well but the winners were Simone Harris’s team 
who took home the coveted trophy!  Our thanks to all 
who supported t he event, which raised some £840 for 
the church and village hall funds.  We are especially 
grateful to the Imperial war Museum at Duxford who 
through Andrew McNeile donated a spectacular raffle 
prize of a Tiger Moth flight and family entrance tickets. 
Thanks to Trevor and Fiona Hughes for organising the 
event, to Jo Vernon Harcourt and Annabel Busher for 
the delicious ploughman’s supper, and to Richard 
Crookes for running the bar. 
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Wilfrid Dimsdale writes: - “In 1911 two young 
Australians arrived in England, getting work with 
Thomas Octave Murdock (Tom) Sopwith shortly 
before the registering of the Sopwith Aircraft 
Company at Kingston.  They were Harry Kauper and 
Harry Hawker, whose granddaughter lives in 
Meesden. 
Hawker having been taught to fly with Sopwith and 
gaining his Pilot’s Licence, went on to work as a 
mechanic and tester on a small aircraft called “The 
Tabloid”.  In the spring of 1914 Harry took The 
Tabloid to Australia, Moorabin, just south of 
Melbourne where his father had a garage. Just round 
the corner was a golf course; Harry asked if he could 
use the course for take-off and landing.  True to form, 
the golf course representative said “No”, whereupon 
Harry took off from the Street through impediments 
such as cables.  The golf course management were so 
horrified that they relented. 
WW1 was a period of the fastest expansion and 
development of the company and of fighter 
aircraft.  By 1918 the company had developed several 
fighter aircraft, among them being The Strutter, The 
Baby, The Pup and finally The Camel.  The Camel was 
supremely manoeuvrable, the gyroscopic effect of its 
powerful engine enabling right turns to be effected at 
will.  The downside of this was that in inexperienced 
hands it continued into a spin until hitting the 
ground.  The recent excitement over the foundation of 
the Royal Airforce has failed to give credit to those 
many many pilots of the Royal Flying Corps who lost 
their lives flying during WW1. Hawker was a designer 
test pilot and demonstrator of all types of Sopwith 
Aircraft, going on after the war to be the first to 
attempt the Atlantic crossing by air in 1919 (and 
surviving having ditched in the sea) with his 
navigator, Commander Mackenzie Grieve.  Hawker 
was killed in an accident at Hendon in 1921. Refer to 
the Kingston Aviation Project 
https://www.kingstonaviation.org . See the Meesden 
Village website for details and ticketing for September 
29th, the “Final” event of Words, Music and Poetry + 
Local Family Tales from WW1.” 
 
Marc’s Marathon This is my final report after 
running the London Marathon. Since my last article I 
continued the training. Unfortunately due to a knee 
injury I could do no running for 10 days and had to 
withdraw from the Dartford half marathon. 
Thankfully, I received some good advice, including 
some from Trevor within the village, which helped 
with my recovery. Once I started running again the 
most intense part of my training ranged between 16 
and 22 miles. Those weeks were the toughest, both 
physically and mentally, as the runs were challenging 
and you had to prepare yourself to run again only a 
few days later. With 3 weeks to go I then gradually 
reduced my training to ensure I was in peak condition 
for the big day. And what a day it was! It was an 
amazing experience.  For the first 14 miles I was very 
comfortable and looking good to run below 4 hours 

which would have followed my pace in 
training.  However, from 16 miles onwards it was an 
absolute battle. I could feel myself getting hot, not 
feeling great and watching other runners around me 
collapse and receive medical 
treatment (I remember one 
person collapsed only 400 
metres from the end). Very 
sad to hear one person 
passed away around mile 22. 
It was really hot out there 
with no cloud cover. 
Temperatures reached 24.1 
degrees although they 
believe it was even hotter on 
the tarmac. It was officially 
the hottest London 
Marathon of all time.  It was 
difficult given that during all 
my training, temperatures had been 12 degrees or less. 
To give you an idea of the conditions, on average 50% 
of runners complete the London Marathon in under 
four hours. By the time I finished in 4 hours 28 mins 
and 1 sec., only 33% of runners had finished this 
year!  42,000 runners took part and normally 99% 
complete the course. This year no more than 40,000 
finished. There were some truly inspirational people 
out there. I saw a man dressed as Big Ben run past me 
and a runner who must have been in his 80s. There 
were people running for some great charities and in 
memory of loved ones.  
I want to say a big thank you to everyone who donated 
to my fundraising and offered support and 
encouragement both before, during and after the race. 
It was that support that got me through it. I can 
confirm the final total raised was £3,630. My original 
target was £2,500 so to raise that amount was 
amazing. 
The weeks following the Marathon I have been resting 
and quite frankly eating what I want.  I have already 
enjoyed ice cream, chocolate, cheese on toast and one 
of my favourites a McDonald's breakfast. I want to say 
a special thank you to my wife, Charlotte, for the 
patience and support she has shown during my 
training which has been very time consuming during 
the weekends. Finally, I do hope what I have done has 
inspired somebody else out there to raise money for a 
good cause and perhaps even take on the challenge of 
running the marathon next year as it is an amazing 
once in a lifetime experience. Thanks again, Marc. 
A fantastic achievement, Marc.  Very well 
done from the whole of Meesden! 
 
Community Garden Thanks to the recent warm and 
sunny weather and with the use of a greenhouse we 
have finally been able to get things growing for our 
Community Garden. The garden was manured and dug 

over earlier in the 
year and several beds 
of potatoes have been 
sown and are already 
showing. As well as 

purchasing seeds, compost and equipment the money 
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we receive from Vegware has enabled us to improve 
the heavy clay soil and to combat the weeds and bugs 
that are the enemy of all gardeners. At a recent 
meeting of the Meesden Village Hall Committee the 
possibility of extending the planting area which is 
currently adjacent to the Village Hall was tabled to 
include the currently grassed area surrounding the 
Hall. With a lot of help over the past couple of years 
this area has been de-weeded and maintained to 
improve the overall appearance. With some more help 
and a couple of raised beds or planters this could 
prove to be an attractive area as well as a practical 
space for Village Hall parking. 
 
Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS) 
The Parish Council has financed this system for 
another year. Thankfully it has never been needed, but 
we do ask you to keep the VETS phone number to 
hand in case you need the help of a neighbour in an 
emergency as we have been told that the Ambulance 
Service can no longer guarantee that they will be able 
to call our VETS line due to their ever-increasing 
workload. Please remember that VETS does not 
replace the 999 service and that VETS helpers have no 
medical training. 
 

PLEASE BE AWARE OF YOUR SPEED WHEN 
DRIVING THROUGH THE VILLAGES.  THE SPEED  

LIMIT IS 30MPH 
 
 

PAUL ABRAHAMS LANDSCAPES 
GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS 
Garden design, construction & maintenance 

Lawn mowing, Hedge Trimming 
Tree Surgery, Paining (interior & exterior) 

Fencing & Driveways 
Many other services available 

For Free estimate: (01799) 543998 
Mobile:  07974 051468 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

PEST CONTROL 
 

Local pest control 
technician, 

cheap rates,   
mice, rats, wasps etc - most 

pests covered, 
                 BPCA qualified 

01279 778049 – mobile 
07923580360 

 

 

 

 



 

 

If you could choose your memories, 

would you: 
Choose small, friendly classes  

in a small, friendly school? 
Choose an excellent pupil teacher ratio with  

experienced, high quality staff? 

Choose strong links to a village community?  

Give your child memories to last a 

lifetime 

Choose ANSTEY FIRST SCHOOL 
Contact 01763 848346 today 

 

 

 

 
REDTAIL PEST CONTROL 

For All Your Pest Control Needs 

All Pest Species Dealt With 

BPCA (1&2) Qualified 

LONDON TRAINED 

Member of the NPTA 

Very Reasonable Prices 

CRB checked 

Contact  

JAMES ROSE 

TEL: 08458371744 
MOB: 07807429843 

www.redtailpestcontrol.com 

email   red.tail.1st@gmail.com 
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HOWE ENGINEERING - LOCAL FAMILY RUN  

GARAGE BUSINESS WITH GOOD SERVICE 

Saab & Land Rover Specialists - ALL OTHER MAKES 

WELCOME 

• MOT testing • Power Upgrades • Servicing • Tyres • 

Diagnostics  

      • Air Conditioning • Gas Conversions • FREE 

Courtesy Cars Available 

HOWE R E N T A L S LTD:  

For all your Van and Car Rentals, SWB, MWB, LWB 

Vans, Luton Taillifts,  

. Small & Medium sized Cars. 1 day up to 3 year hire. 

Stones Cross, Hare Street, Nr. Buntingford, Herts SG9 ODY 
Tel: 01763 289 521 Fax: 01763 289 782 

e-mail:  enquiries@howe-engineering.co.uk     www.howe-

engineering.co.uk 

 

 

HouseMartin 

Painting and Decorating Services 
All interior and exterior work undertaken 

Free estimates 
01763 848675 / 07787 544688 

housemartinpd@aol.com 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

MARK COWLER 

Building Contractor 
 

All types of building work undertaken 

 
For free estimates please call; 

01763 848545 / 07815 798202 
cowlerm@hotmail.co.uk 

 
References available on request 
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