
 

 

 

OCTOBER to NOVEMBER 2018 

 

Diary of Events 
 

Date Event 
Sept 29th First World War Centenary Event – Meesden Bury Barn – 

6.45 to 9pm 
Oct 2nd  Village Link – Meesden Village Hall 7.30pm – “To Coin a 

Phrase” – Speaker Meryl Catty 
Oct 9th  Village Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 

7.30pm.  
Oct 18th  Hormead Garden Club – Hormead Village Hall 8pm – Jim 

Teague Horticulturalist and former Member and his wife 
Linda will speak on a topic of their choice. 

Oct 19th  Anstey Pop-up Cinema – Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm 

Oct 21st  Taizé Service St Mary’s Meesden 5.00pm 

Oct 22nd  Conservation Area Public Meeting for Anstey Village 
Anstey Village Hall  7.00pm 

Oct 13th  Village  Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 
7.30pm 

Nov 3rd Meesden Tapas Evening – Meesden Village Hall – 7.30pm 
Nov 6th  Village Link – “Exploring Some Cambridge Colleges” 

Speaker: Honor Rideout. AGM before speaker. 
Nov 11th  Remembrance Sunday Service Gt Hormead War memorial -

10.50am 
Nov 15th  Hormead Garden Club – Hormead Village Hall 8pm –

“Hungarian Christmas Decorations and Traditions” Speaker 
Zsuzsa Serer 

Nov 17th  “Anstey 1914-1918 in Words and Pictures” – Village Hall 7.30 
pm 

Dec 1st  Anstey Village Hall Christmas Dance with Revival  
Dec 2nd  Advent Candle Service – St George’s Anstey – 5pm 

 

Editors: John and Patricia Hamilton, Red Stack, Anstey, Herts. SG9 0BN 
Tel. 01763 848536 jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com   

 
Please send in your own news to: Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rjmo@tinyworld.co,uk  (for Anstey); 

Martin and Katey Hugi martinhugi@outlook.com or kateyjane@hotmail.co.uk (for Brent Pelham): 
Margaret Beach on 01279 777195 or moth@sotamail.com (Meesden), 

 Or, for last minute material, direct to the editors. 
 

The next deadline is 15th November 2018 
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This item is repeated because in the last edition the e-mail address was wrong. Apologies to those who have been 
frustrated by returned messages! Could You Help, Or Could Somebody Help You? Has anyone got an 
access tower that they could hire out to a local person?  I recently had a small job to do on the house which would 
have been much easier had I had a tower.  The rental charge for a tower was quite significant so I struggled on 
using an extension ladder. When I lived in Bishops Stortford there were several local groups loaning out DIY 
equipment for nothing more than a deposit to ensure a safe return.  If we had such a group in our area, I would 
happily loan out my extension ladder or any of my extensive range of power tools.  Anyone who has an access 
tower, cement mixer or any useful DIY equipment they seldom use, and an interest in joining such a group, please 
email clerk@brentpelham-meesden-pc.org and we could perhaps list them in the Newsletter and start sharing.  - 
Ken Newstead 
 

Remembrance Sunday is very special this year - 100 years since the end of the conflict and on the day itself 
(11th November).  We meet at Gt. Hormead's war memorial at 10.50am. 
 
GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME – If you need a lift to a hospital, or doctor’s surgery, or help with the shopping, 
just give us a ring on 01763 848536. 

 
There is a local Supper Club: on the second Tuesday of each month. It is held at The Woodman, Nuthampstead at 
7.30pm (please book on 01763 848328).  

 

 
www.ansteyvillage.co.uk 

 
Tammy Robinson writes: - “Apologies for not 

writing sooner but after a very 
stressful time trying  
to find suitable rented 
accommodation we have now 
settled in Buntingford.  We 
would all like to say a SPECIAL 
THANK YOU to Mark and Karen 
Parrot, Liz and Simon Bagnall 
and to our lovely neighbours who 
have helped us after the 

devastating lightning strike on our home back in 
April.   After a long wait we have been informed that 
work should start mid/late October, unfortunately the 
damage to our home is so severe that we don't 
anticipate returning until May next year.  So fingers 
crossed that all goes smoothly on restoring our home 
so we can then once again start enjoying our life in 
Anstey.  Lee, Tammy, Billy, Danny, Lydia and Isabell. 
  
Harvest Quiz in aid of the Church - 13th October at 
7 for 7.30pm. £10 a head which includes a 
ploughman's supper. Ed Burton has got the quiz ready, 
so do come and test your wits against his!  Bring your 
own team of eight (max.) or join up with others when 
you arrive.  There will be a raffle of course.  Again, for 
catering purposes, please advise Jenny if you're 
coming. 
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Harvest Family Service and Lunch - 7th October 
in St. George's.  All welcome to our service of 
thanksgiving at 11.30am followed by lunch (£5 a head, 
children free) at the village hall.  For catering 
purposes it would be helpful if you advised Jenny 
Goymour on 848271 if you're coming.  Looking 
forward to seeing you there.  In support of Water Aid 
and the Bishop's Appeal (this year helping farmers in 
Malawi).  
 
Anstey 1914-1918 in words and pictures. 
Saturday 17th November, 7.30 for 8pm, Anstey Village 
Hall.  £5 to include a glass of wine. Jenny Goymour 
writes: - “I have been collecting information about 
Anstey at the time of World War I and the soldiers 
who served; those who returned as well as those who 
gave their lives. Do come along and share my findings 
and photos on the 100th anniversary of the end of the 
war. 

 
Anstey Parish Council. Following months of action 
from Anstey and neighbouring Parish Councils to stop 
the excessive lorry movements in/out of the site and 
higher than permitted soil levels at Anstey Quarry, 
East Herts District Council have issued the Quarry 
with a Stop Notice following a breach of conditions for 
the site.  All work at Anstey Quarry has now ceased. 
A Community Bus scheme has been running in 
Buntingford for five months and is being rolled out to 
neighbouring villages.  A flyer is included in this 
month’s newsletter detailing the service available to 
Anstey, Meesden and Brent Pelham every Tuesday.  
The service runs 4 times into/out of Buntingford each 
Tuesday.  The cost of the travel is £1 each journey.  
Enquiries about this service can be made via the BCAT 
Hotline on Tel. 07391 994 723. 
A tipping permit is required for anyone using a trailer 
to transport waste to Buntingford or nearby 
Household Recycling Centres.  Hertfordshire County 
Council have introduced an online service to speed up 
the process which takes approximately one week to 
receive a free permit.  Please visit the following 
website to obtain a permit which allows 12 loads per 
year:  
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/recycling-
waste-and-environment/recycling-and-waste/apply-
for-a-van-permit/van-and-trailer-permit-application-
form.aspx  
We have a vacancy for someone to undertake grass 
cutting at the Playing Field.  If you are interested in 
applying, please contact the clerk. 
We are holding a Conservation Area Public 
Meeting for Anstey Village on Monday, 22nd 
October commencing at 7pm at Anstey Village Hall.  
Currently Hertfordshire County Council are producing 
draft appraisals of all East Hertfordshire’s 
Conservation Areas.  The meeting will identify areas 
of importance and suggested areas of work and 
improvement in Anstey.  These findings will be 
presented at the meeting – we hope to see you there! 
Anstey Parish Council Meetings will now revert to 
7.30pm start times.  The next meeting will be held on 

Monday, 19th November and we look forward to 
welcoming you at this meeting and our Conservation 
Area Public Meeting at Anstey Village Hall. 
Clerk:  Caroline Jones, Anstey Parish Council, 
Barnside, Hare Street, Buntingford, Herts SG9 0AD 
Tel: 01763 289763   clerk-ansteypc@hotmail.co.k  
 
Anstey Village Hall. In August we installed new 
double-glazed windows and a new front door in the 
hall, which should improve the heat efficiency of the 
building. Thanks again to all those who have helped us 
raise the funds for this project by supporting our 
events, and a special thanks to the Parish Council for 
their substantial contribution. 
POP-UP FILM AND SOCIAL CLUB. On Friday 7th 
September we showed ALL THE MONEY IN THE 
WORLD by Ridley Scott, which told the story of the 
kidnapping of J Paul Getty’s grandson in 1973. Our 
next screening will be on Friday 19th October – doors 
open 7.30pm, film starts at 8.oo. All members should 
receive an email flyer with details of the next film to be 
shown. If you don’t receive one, or would like to 
become a member, please contact Colin Smith: 
colingsmith@gmail.com / 01763 849949 or Dave 
Oxley: oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 01763 848584. Non-
members are welcome to join us on the night, as a 
guest (for £3) or to sign up as a member. Membership 
is still just £12 per calendar year and allows free entry 
to all 9 films! Our final film of the year will be shown in 
November, date tbc via the Weekly News email.  
SPORTS & EXERCISE CLASSES AT THE VILLAGE 
HALL. Please see the flyer included in this edition. 
CHRISTMAS DANCE. The Village Hall Christmas 
Dance will be held on Saturday 1st December, with 
popular band ‘Revival’ once again playing the hits from 
the 60s. Tickets (please book in advance) are £15 
including hot supper; with licensed bar. Contact Colin 
Smith or Dave Oxley, details as above, for tickets. To 
book Anstey Village Hall for a private function please 
contact Ruth Hart: ruth.hart9@btinternet.com / 01763 
849724   

 
Anstey Chapel. Sunday Service…….. 10.30am, 
Sunday School….. 11am  Followed by Refreshments 
1st Sunday….. Communion 3rd Sunday…. NO 
SERVICE . Our Worship Nights, once a month through 
the Spring/Summer, have been so Uplifting and 
Encouraging.  People have come from all the different  
surrounding villages and further afield. September 
15th we had the Mayor of Royston come to lead our 
Worship Evening which very much lived up to 
everyone’s great expectations. Every other Tuesday we 
have Lunch at The Chapel from 12-2pm. This is a 
wonderful time for people of all ages to come together 
and enjoy meeting new people and having a hot meal 
together. Home Made Soup, Rustic Bread, Tea/Coffee 
& Cake. Why don’t you and a friend come along and 
see?  You will be very welcome. Our Next Tuesday 
Lunch is 18th September 12-2pm (Unfortunately, no 
Tuesday Lunch during October) For more information 
please contact: Pastor Ian & Lynn-Marie Palmer 
01763-849256/07765585355 
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Anstey Fair. An update as promised in the last 
Newsletter on the final figures for Anstey Fair 2018; 
we raised a record sum of £6884 on the day.  All 
helped by great music, fantastic weather, a lot of hard 
work and the influx of over 100 Japanese students 
from a Cambridge summer school. Thanks once again 
to Adrian & Alison Cossor for providing such a lovely 
venue and to all the many helpers on the day. The 
proceeds are being distributed with 60% going to help 
maintain Anstey Church, 20% to Anstey Village Hall 
and 20% to Anstey School. 
 

 
https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/ 

 
The New Minister - James Sawyer, is being 
licensed as Rector of the Benefice on the 27th 
September at St George’s, Anstey at 7-30 pm. His first 
service will take place in Brent Pelham at 10am on 
Sunday 30th September. His contact details: - Revd 
James Sawyer rev.j.sawyer@btinternet.com Hormead 
Parish Office: 01763 289 258 Work Mobile: 07927 
905 369 (Messages) [James's day off is normally 
Friday] 
 
The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is looking 
for people to help out. Contact Fraser 
frasermurray@me.com or Ted ted@brentpelham.com 
Brent Pelham church is also looking for volunteers for 
assisting flower decorating duties and volunteers to 
help clean. Contact Annette Farrimond (flowers) & 
Kate Hinch (cleaning). They can let you have more 
details.  
 
Christmas Fair - Save the date: Sunday December 
2nd 

 
Village hall internet - The Internet may have been 
around for 30 odd years, but it’s never too late for 
Brent Pelham. If you are desperate to get hold of some 
Internet, because yours is tired, asleep or simply gone 
on holiday. You can fill up with unlimited internet 
outside the village hall. The Wi-Fi network is called 
BP-Village-Hall and the password is shonk5moat. If 
you totally abuse it for hours and hours of gaming a 
 donation, small or large, would be welcome. Simply 
stick through the letter box at the Village Hall. Enjoy 
– Charlie Pype 
 
Missing – Tent pegs Disappearance of all the tent 
pegs etc from the village hall tent after the Country 
Fair. They are probably sitting in somebodies’  
garage!? Please let Beth know if you have any 
information. Reward of half a carrier bag of apples for 
any information leading to successful recovery! 

Many will know Richard and Annette Farrimond 
of Bonneymead Cottage in Brent Pelham, and also may 
know that they will be moving to Gloucestershire this 
autumn to start a wonderful new part of their life. As 
this is likely to be their last newsletter in the village 

there have been many submissions to the newsletter to 
wish them well and express thanks for their service to 
the village.   
 
Particular memories of my dear friends, Kate 
Hinch “Their warm welcome when we first arrived in 
the village - with a plant; Annette loves sharing the 
produce of her garden, flowers, vegetables, fruit and 
plants. She grows things not only for her own pleasure 
but for the joy it gives to others. 
Helping Annette bring her ideas for decorating the 
church to life, how hard she worked on those events! 
She seems to have limitless energy.  Getting so many of 
us to work on the tapestries in the church - and the fun 
we had doing them. Richard organising the churchyard 
clean up and how he and Annette greeted everyone and 
enjoyed all their company.  
Annette’s 60th birthday party shared with friends from 
far and wide and, of course, her family who so 
obviously adore her. Surrounded by love, especially 
Richard. Their strong shared faith. their love and 
generosity to all they met, but especially to us. We 
simply adore them.” 
 
With thanks, Peter Wrightson "In the 11 years that 
Liz & I have been in the village, Richard & Annette have 
contributed hugely to village life through a great deal 
of work for the Church, hosting & assisting various 
village events and Annette’s role welcoming new 
residents.  Some of their contribution is easy to 
recognise, but a lot of their support was behind the 
scenes and not generally known.  They will be greatly 
missed". 
 
A personal message, Ted Barclay “Richard and 
Annette are shortly leaving Bonneymead Cottage and 
moving to Gloucestershire. This may be very good news 
for Gloucestershire but is a serious loss for Brent 
Pelham and the surrounding area. In particular their 
talents and enthusiasm will be missed by St Mary`s 
Church. Richard volunteered to be a churchwarden 
soon after his arrival. Nobody could have done the job 
better nor worked harder for the benefit of the church 
as an institution and as a building. He has worked 
tirelessly on arranging repairs and improvements. He 
arranged the installation of the new royal coat of arms 
which we are legally required to display. The previous 
one was confiscated by Furneux Pelham in the 1860s. 
We had, therefore, been offending against ecclesiastical 
law for 150 years. Without Richard it is reasonable to 
suggest that we would have continued to offend for a 
further 150 years. He restored the Floyer memorial 
which is now rather magnificent and easily read. The 
writing had been accidently erased by my 
grandmother using the wrong cleaning material. He 
installed the floodlighting system, a welcome sight to 
those returning home on dark winters evenings, 
without interfering with the roosting arrangements of  
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our beloved bats. He also wound the church clock and 
kept it on time, a thing previously unheard of. 
Annette is, of course, a local girl coming from a long 
line of Hadham doctors. I believe it was her 
grandfather that was called by my grandfather to 
Beaches in 1923. There was no telephone then so the 
message was delivered by horse. 
 Happily her grandfather possessed a motor car and 
he was able to drive through the blizzard in time to 
attend the birth of my aunt. Annette is, of course, 
extremely musical. She has a very fine voice. The rest 
of the congregation may struggle to emulate but she 
does inspire them to try and the resulting singing is far 
better, and louder than one would expect in a small 
rural parish. On the rare occasions when Annette has 
been away her absence has been more than obvious. 
When the organ has failed to work her lead has been 
essential. Annette`s flower arranging skills are 
legendary. How often have visitors commented how 
lovely the church looks and how well cared for. All this 
is down to Annette and Richard and their team of 
helpers and no thanks to the bats!  One could, of 
course, mention many other things which they have 
achieved for us all, fundraising concerts to mention 
just one but space prohibits. Suffice it to say that they 
will be hugely missed here and we wish them every 
happiness in the west country and a very big thank 
you from us all.” 

 
A personal message, Katey Hügi “Both Martin 

and I would love to personally thank Richard and 
Annette for making us feel so welcome in the village 
and being such good friends to us. I truly wish you both 
well and safe journey for the move. You may be moving 
but I look forward to a cup of tea and piece of cake in 
Gloucestershire once the kettle is unpacked!  All the 
best and thank you!”  
 

 
  
A Happy Birthday. On 18th August, Nancy Webb of 1 
Elm Cottages, reached the magnificent age of 90!   She 
would like to take a little space in this Newsletter to 
thank everyone who helped make it such a Special Day 
for her! She was pleased with all her presents and 
numerous cards, and her family had arranged an “Open 
House” for the day.  From 10.00 am onwards her house 
and beautiful garden (lovingly tended by her grandson, 
John), were filled with so many of her family and 
friends, some of whom she hadn’t seen for 
years.  Unbeknown to Nancy, and somewhat to her 
bewilderment, a family member had posted her “Open 
House” on social media to advertise it far and wide!   
Her visitors included her children, grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, nieces, nephews and cousins, as well as 
many friends.  Nancy would like to say a big 
“Thankyou” to all the family members who prepared 
the delicious array of food.  She had three birthday 
cakes, some very pretty biscuits, made and decorated by  

one of her great granddaughters, as well as a copious 
selection of sweet and savoury delicacies to suit 
everyone’s taste. Nancy thoroughly enjoyed her day, 
which was a well-deserved and wonderful tribute to a 
wonderful lady!  

 
Welcome to the World. Charlotte and Marc 

Etherington of 6 
Rose Cottages 
are delighted to 
welcome baby 
Rupert Paul 
Etherington to 
the village. Eager 
to make an 
entrance, Rupert 

arrived 2 weeks and 2 days early and was born on 
Friday 17th August, weighing 5lb and 12oz. After a 
short stay in hospital, both mum and baby are home, 
doing well and looking forward to receiving visitors.  
Congratulations to you all from the villagers of 
Meesden, and we hope and trust that Rupert will be a 
wonderful source of joy and happiness.   
  
Saturday 29th September – First World War 
Centenary Event in Meesden – BOOKINGS STILL 
OPEN!  
Meesden is proud to be hosting an event, “Finished” to 
mark 100 years since the end of the First World 
War.  This will take place in Meesden Bury Barn on 
Saturday 29th September from 6.45 pm – 9.30 
pm.  The evening will consist of music, poems and 
family memories from the period.  Tickets are available 
via the online booking page which is accessed via 
www.meesdenvillage.wordpress.com .  Entry price is 
£11 per person, which includes a complimentary drink 
on arrival.    If you need a little more persuasion to 
come along, first prize in the raffle will be a flight in a 
Tiger Moth!   This is an evening not to be missed!    
Remembering WW1:  Wilfrid Dimsdale Writes: -
Meesden was typical of rural communities in how it 
was affected by WW1. The village had getting on for 30 
employed in one way or another in Land Related 
occupations. Eighteen left the village for war service, 
seven never to return. Those who did come home 
would have seen life that they would never have 
imagined had there been no war, and it is no wonder 
that there was the General Strike, and the election of a 
Labour government during the following decade. The 
Finished event will have to be seen in the context of 
the time, and the moment of relief of the ending of the 
conflict will be one of the leitmotifs of 'Finished'. 
 
Taizé Service, Meesden, 21 October 2018, 
5.00pm. Following the wonderful Lent group on 
Taizé worship, led by Rev Richard Pyke, I am delighted 
to say that Richard has agreed to lead a Taizé-style  
service for the Benefice at St Mary’s, Meesden on 
October 21st at 5.00pm. Taizé worship can help us to 
enter into and experience the presence of God and in 
his presence find hope and peace. It uses simple songs 
of worship, prayers, short reflections and silence as we 
worship together and enjoy being with God. If faith has 

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.meesdenvillage.wordpress.com&e=09957bf5&h=50975bbe&f=n&p=y


 
become a weary duty, come along and be refreshed! If 
you are full of doubts and uncertainties about the love 
of God, come along and be encouraged and refreshed. 
If you like the traditional services, come along and be 
surprised and refreshed. Whether you have faith or 
not, come along and see! The service will be about 40 
minutes, then afterwards, we will have a glass of wine 
and some nibbles to finish the evening. I do hope you 
can make it! – Mike West  
  
Meesden Tapas and Live Music Night   Meesden 
is pleased to bring you another tapas night with pop 
up pub. Music will be provided by Dave Oxley and Co 
to brighten up the dark days before Christmas. When - 
Saturday November 3rd at 7.30 pm. Where - Meesden 
Village Hall. Tickets - £10 per person to include 6-8 
'sharing plates' of delicious home-made 
food. Contact: Jen West: jenwest181@hotmail.com 
Annabel Busher: annabel@busher.co.uk for tickets.   
  
Community Garden  
Although we lost a lot to the summer drought, we 
have potatoes, apples and tomatoes outside the village 
hall. Please feel free to take what you need in 

exchange for a small 
donation to the village hall 
funds. Thanks to continued 
support from Vegware, next 
year we plan to grow flowers 

alongside the vegetables and hopefully have some 
bouquets of flowers for people to buy. If you have a 
spare sunny patch in your garden and could grow 
some blooms to add to our display, please call Ken on 
777 700 and we will be happy to provide the seeds and 
any advice needed.  
   
Church and Churchyard Autumn Clean-up. 
Thanks are due to all those who helped out with the 
Church and Churchyard cleaning on 8th 
September.  As a result of everyone’s efforts, the 
Church and Churchyard of St Mary’s Meesden are 
now looking great. 
  
Christmas is Coming! Meesden Christmas Cards. 
Once again this year “Meesden Christmas Cards” will 
be on sale, with profits going to the Village Hall and 
St. Mary’s Church in Meesden.  We will have some 
beautiful snow scenes on offer, comprising two 
designs, and this year we are hoping to produce a 
mixed pack, all of which will be sold at £6 for a pack of 
10.  So don’t buy your Christmas cards until you see 
Meesden’s own designs, which will be on sale soon! 
Further details will be published in the next 
Newsletter which will appear just before the 
beginning of December.  
 
 In the meantime, if you would like further details, 
these are available from Ian Barr on (01279)777044, 
or by email at ian@barrimmages.co.uk .  
  
Advance Diary Date – Put it in your diary now to 
avoid double booking - Friday 21st December – 
Meesden Christmas Carols and Drinks  

 
PLEASE BE AWARE OF YOUR SPEED WHEN 

DRIVING THROUGH THE VILLAGES.  THE SPEED  
LIMIT IS 30MPH 

 
 

PAUL ABRAHAMS LANDSCAPES 
GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS 
Garden design, construction & maintenance 

Lawn mowing, Hedge Trimming 
Tree Surgery, Paining (interior & exterior) 

Fencing & Driveways 
Many other services available 

For Free estimate: (01799) 543998 
Mobile:  07974 051468 
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PEST CONTROL 
 

Local pest control technician, 
cheap rates,   

mice, rats, wasps etc - most pests 
covered, 

                 BPCA qualified 
01279 778049 – mobile 

07923580360 

 

 

 

If you could choose your memories, 

would you: 
 

Choose small, friendly classes  
in a small, friendly school? 

 
Choose an excellent pupil teacher ratio with  

experienced, high quality staff? 
 

Choose strong links to a village community?  

Give your child memories to last a 

lifetime 

 

Choose ANSTEY FIRST SCHOOL 
Contact 01763 848346 today 

 
 

 

 
 

 

HouseMartin 

Painting and Decorating Services 
All interior and exterior work undertaken 

Free estimates 
01763 848675 / 07787 544688 

housemartinpd@aol.com 
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REDTAIL PEST CONTROL 

For All Your Pest Control Needs 

All Pest Species Dealt With 

BPCA (1&2) Qualified 

LONDON TRAINED 

Member of the NPTA 

Very Reasonable Prices 

CRB checked 

Contact  

JAMES ROSE 

TEL: 08458371744 
MOB: 07807429843 

www.redtailpestcontrol.com 
email   red.tail.1st@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 
 
 

MARK COWLER 
Building Contractor 

All types of building work undertaken 
For free estimates please call; 
01763 848545 / 07815 798202 

cowlerm@hotmail.co.uk 

References available on request 
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