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December ’25 — January ‘26

Diary of upcoming events

Date Event

Sat 6" Dec St Nicholas’ Festive Fair, Great Hormead, 10.00 am - 3.30 pm (see page 3).

Sat 6" Dec Luxury Wreath Workshop, Black Horse, Brent Pelham, 12.00 — 3.00 pm
(page 8).
Tue 9'" Dec Quiz Night at the Black Horse, Brent Pelham (page 8).

Wed 10" Dec | Christmas Carol Service with schools’ participation, Anstey Church,

4.30 pm (page 4).

Sun 14 Dec Anstey Church & Chapel joint Christmas Service, 6.30 pm in Anstey Chapel
(page 4/5).

Wed 17" Dec | Village Carol Singing at the Blind Fiddler, Anstey, 7.00 pm (page 4).

Fri 19" Dec Brent Pelham Carol Service, Brent Pelham Church, 6.00 pm (page 9).

Sat 20'" Dec Lantern Carols at Meesden Village Hall, 6.30 pm (page 12).

Sat 20'" Dec Live music at the Black Horse, Brent Pelham, 7.00 — 9.00 pm (page 9).

Wed 24 Dec Father Christmas at Brent Pelham Village Hall??? (see page 9).

Thu 25% Dec Christmas Day Family Service in Anstey Church, 11.15 am (page 4).

Tue 6™ Jan Quiz Night at the Black Horse, Brent Pelham (page 8).

Mon 12t Jan Anstey Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall, 7.30 pm (page 5).

Wed 21 Jan Quiz Night at the Blind Fiddler, Anstey (page 4).

Fri 23" Jan Anstey ‘pop-up’ Film & Social Club, Village Hall — doors open 7.30 pm, film
starts at 8.00.

Editor: David Oxley, 2 Castle Cottages, Anstey SG9 0BW / oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 07802 733398

Please send your local news to:

Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rimo2@btinternet.com (Anstey)
Shirley Lacy — Shirley.lacyl0@gmail.com (Brent Pelham)

Mike West - mikewest181@hotmail.com (Meesden)

A VERY MERRY

Deadline for the next edition: SATURDAY 10™ JANUARY c H |‘lSTMAs

and Happy New Year !
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GOOD GARDENING

Garden tips and ideas for December and January

As we approach the shortest day of the yearit's a
good time to look back on the gardening year and
think about any changes or improvements you want
to make in your own garden. There are still a few jobs
you can be getting on with when the weather is right
for you to be outside.

@

% If the weather is mild you can still lift and
divide herbaceous perennials. This will
increase stocks and revive tired or poorly
flowering clumps.

«* Continue to plant bare-rooted deciduous
hedging plants and trees. Put rabbit guards
around the stems to protect the bark from
damage. Bare- rooted roses will also be
available at this time of year, but avoid areas
where roses were previously grown as this
can lead to problems with replant diseases.
‘David Austin Roses' has a good website.

% Cleaning pots and greenhouses, whether glass
or plastic, greatly improves the growing
environment for plants. Removing the algae,
moss and grime lets in more light and helps to
control pests and diseases too.

< Apply a layer of compost and mulch around
perennial vegetables (e.g. asparagus,
artichokes and rhubarb) and berry plants to
protect them from freezing temperatures.
Mulch helps retain soil moisture, regulate
temperature and improve soil health.

«+ January is often the coldest month of the year
and a time when natural food sources for the
garden wildlife are in short supply. Keep bird
feeders and bird tables full of calorie-rich food
such as peanuts, sunflower hearts and suet
products. Put seed mix, chopped apples and
grated cheese on the ground feeding stations
for ground-feeding birds like robins, thrushes
and blackbirds. Don’t forget to provide a
source of water for them.

Here are some planting ideas to brighten your garden
in December and January:

Salix irrorata (willow)

A deciduous shrub with a blue-white stem. Has soft
catkins on the stems before the foliage emerges in the
spring. Prune hard when the leaves appear, to ensure
the strongest
stem colour
the following
winter. Height
and spread 1.5
to 2.5m.
Needs moist,
free-draining
soil, sun or
part shade.

Heuchera sanguinea 'Geisha's Fan'

A robust perennial, more or

less evergreen, with mounds

of purple and grey marbled

_ foliage persisting well into the
. winter. Best for the front of

the border or path edge.

#  Works well if under- planted

\ with bulbs such as snowdrops.

Height and spread 50cms.

Needs moist, free-draining

soil, part shade.

Why not plan a winter garden visit for 20267
Longstowe Hall Gardens (Longstowe, Cambridge CB23
2UH) will be open again in the new year. See their
website www.longstowehall.co.uk for opening times
and tickets.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.
Good gardening! Wendy Hillier.

THE BENEFICE ‘GOOD NEIGHBOURS’ SCHEME

A reminder that local volunteers are available to
drive you and help you, should you require it. If
you need a lift to a hospital, or a doctor’s surgery,
or help with the shopping or with any other tasks,
just give us aringon 01763 848536. Please try to
give advance notice, as same-day trips are rarely
possible.

Patricia Hamilton
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COOKERY CORNER

CIDER SAUSAGE AND BEAN WARMING
WINTER CASSEROLE

The temperature has dropped, so here’s a warming
recipe. The prunes in this dish give it a lovely, rich
sweet flavour.

Ingredients:

400g Lincolnshire pork sausages +1 tbsp olive oil
2 leeks —sliced and rinsed

1 garlic clove — chopped

1 small butternut squash or pumpkin -peeled and
cubed

1tbsp plain flour

1 tbsp dried mixed herbs

350ml chicken stock

400ml dry cider

75g tinned prunes, halved

400g haricot beans

220g butter beans

2 tbsp chopped parsley

1. Heat the oil in a wide deep pan and cook the
sausages for 5 mins, until browned all over.
Remove to a plate and set aside.

2. Add the leeks, garlic and butternut squash or
pumpkin to the pan and cook for 5-8 mins
until softened.

3. Sprinkle over the flour and cook for 1 minute.
Stir in the herbs, stock, cider and prunes.

4. Return the sausages and bring to the boil.
Simmer gently for 30 minutes then stir in the
haricot and butter beans. Check seasoning,
cover and simmer for 15 minutes until
thickened.

5. Scatter over the parsley and serve.

Elaine Wyld - Sumptuous Soups and Vintage Cakes
Tel: 01763 289 738 / m. 07501 495 940
Facebook — Sumptuous Soups and Vintage Cakes

Don Weston Electrics

Local, reliable service at reasonable rates
All domestic electrical work undertaken
and most general maintenance

NO JOB TOO SMALL
07476 399007

www.facebook.com/donwestonelectrics

donweston1208@gmail.com

rww
Chiropractors -

£4.50 FOR
PACK OF 8

SUPPORTING
DALIT CHILDREN

httpsi#/supportingdalitchildren.com/product-category/christmas-cards/

Feel free to contact Maddie Baron on 07500 281488
or maddiebaron118@gmail.com for more information
or to buy cards directly. Cards are also available to buy
in Great Hormead, Anstey and Brent Pelham

churches.

g;u.;f:& ug‘mc :%...;ea;ef
SAINT NICHOLAS
 FESTIVE FAIR

St Nicholas’ Church
Horseshoe Lane, Great Hormead
near Buntingford SG9 ONH

Saturday 6th December
10.00am - 3.30pm

New day. Extended time. New selection of over 35 festive stalls.
Perfect for original Christmas gifts. Delicious refreshments.
Al in aid of St Nicholas” Church.

(

Osteopaths
Physiotherapy
Sports Massage
Audiology
Chiropody
Hypnotherapy
Speech Therapy
Biomechanics
Acupuncture
Counsellors
Reformer Pilates

, EMDR Therapy

27 High St Buntingford 01763 87 80 87 1
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ANSTEY NEWS

www.ansteyvillage.co.uk

ANSTEY PUPILS SHINE FOR MP CHRIS HINCHLIFF

Anstey School received a special guest recently, when
local MP Chris Hinchliff paid a visit to see our latest
learning in action!

Our pupils were fantastic hosts, proudly leading Mr.
Hinchliff on a tour and sharing details about the
amazing things they have been learning this term.
They were eager to show off all that our unique village
school has to offer. The children’s enthusiasm
certainly made an impression on the MP, a history
graduate from Cambridge University. He used his
knowledge to give pupils a quick quiz on the Stone
Age!

Following the tour, pupils and guest moved to the
playground for outdoor crafts and refreshments, and
were joined by a welcoming group of parents and
governors. The conversation with Mr. Hinchliff
focused on the vital role small village schools play in
our education system. He acknowledged how
wonderful it was to see the strong community
support, with many parents and governors turning up
to welcome him.

The Headteacher reflected on the day: "We were
delighted to show Chris all the wonderful
opportunities that our school offers families.

Our outdoor learning, nurturing ethos, and creatively
designed curriculum give our children and families so
much more than they might get in other settings. It
was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate our pupils
and the Anstey community."

It is wonderful to welcome visitors like Mr Hinchliff to
our school. He is committed to supporting small
village schools and we look forward to working with
him in the future.

Mr Richard McKelvey
Headteacher

CHRISTMAS EVENTS - FROM ANSTEY CHURCH

You are welcome to join us for a Christmas carol
service on 10" December, 4.30 pm in Anstey Church,
with pupils from Anstey, Ward Freman and
Edwinstree Schools. The church bells will be rung and
a collection taken for Anstey Church.

On 14 December, at 6.30 pm in Anstey Chapel,

the Chapel and the Church are combining in a service
of traditional Christmas carols, readings from the Bible
(and elsewhere) and a piece of music sung by a choir.
With mince pies and mulled wine afterwards!

There will be village carol singing at
The Blind Fiddler on 17" December,
starting at 7.00 pm, courtesy of our
kind hosts, Barry and Emma, with a
collection for the East Anglian
Children’s Hospices.

Finally, the Christmas Day Family
Service will take place on 25t
December at 11.15 am in Anstey Church.

Ali Cossor

QUIZ NIGHT AT THE BLIND FIDDLER

Mark Jacobs will be running another Quiz Night in The
Blind Fiddler on Wednesday 21" January - 7.00 pm for
a 7.30 start. Teams are advised to call The Blind
Fiddler in advance to book a table.

ANSTEY PLANT SALES

Many thanks to all those who have supported us this
year. We have raised a total of £655, to be divided
between St George's Church and Ukraine medical
charities.

Jenny Goymour, Jan Pledger & Wendy Hillier

ANSTEY ‘POP-UP’ FILM & SOCIAL CLUB

In October we showed ‘Bridget Jones — Mad about the
Boy’ and in November we showed ‘Mr Burton.” Our
next two film nights will be on Friday 23" Jan and
Friday 20th Feb.

All members should receive an email in advance, with
full details of the next film to be shown - please check
your Junk or Spam folder if you can’t seem to find it!
Membership is £15 per annum, which allows free
entry to up to 9 films throughout the year. New
members can always join on the night, or contact
colingsmith@gmail.com in advance. Guests are always
welcome, at £4 per show.
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Anstey Village Hall
For Celebrations, Parties, Children’s Parties
Dances, Clubs, Bands, Meetings,
and Sports & Fitness Activities
Hall can accommodate 60 to 100 seated « Kitchen * Car Parking

To hire the hall contact:
Ruth Hart: 01763 849724 E: ruth.hart9 @btinternet.com

www.ansteyvillage.co.uk/hall

You are welcome to hire the Hall, for £12 per hour, or
£8 per hour for Anstey residents.

SPORT & EXERCISE CLASSES AT THE VILLAGE HALL

There are four weekly classes at the village hall:

Tai Chi: Mondays 2.00 —3.00 pm [£3]

Table Tennis: Wednesdays 9.30 —10.30 am [£3]
Carpet Bowls: Wednesdays 7.00 - 9.00 pm [£3]
Yoga: Thursdays 9.30 — 10.30 am [£6]

Beginners are always welcome, and the first ‘taster’
session is free. Thereafter, it’s ‘pay as you go.’ For
more details, email:

dikellett@btinternet.com (Tai Chi)
oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk (table tennis)
janpled@gmail.com (carpet bowls)
oxleykn@yahoo.co.uk (yoga)

DEFIBRILLATOR

The Anstey defibrillator is located outside The Blind
Fiddler, just to the left of the entrance porch. The
code to open the cabinet is 3456.

If you're dealing with a cardiac arrest, and
administering CPR, there’s a WhatsApp group which
members can use, to ask for someone to fetch the
defibrillator. Another member of the group can then
offer to deliver it. If you wish to join the group (which
currently has 25 members) please text the Editor on
07802 733398.

There is also a defibrillator at Anstey School, available
to the public from 8 till 5 during term time. It’s located
in the school office.

ANSTEY CHAPEL NEWS AND UPDATE

Since our last update we have had a lovely celebration
of harvest on Sunday 28" September. James Wyld
gave us a very comprehensive and interesting and
harvest update, and we were most grateful to our
friends from Hertford Baptist Church, who helped to
decorate the chapel beautifully and came to support
us on the day.

We are looking forward to our Christmas Carol
Service, a joint celebration with St George’s Church on
Sunday 14 December at 6.30 pm. This will be held in
the chapel and will celebrate Jesus’ birth with a series
of carols and readings, with nibbles and refreshments
afterwards. All are very welcome.

Our ‘chapel cakes and coffee’ is a lovely get together
on the second Wednesday of each month. The next
dates are Wed 10" December and Wed 14" January,
10.30 am to midday. This is a chance to chat, make
new friends and enjoy home-made cakes and
coffee/tea (no charge) in a peaceful environment. All
ages welcome, arrive any time from 10.30 onwards.

Our December and January services will be held at
10.30 am on the following Sundays:

Dec 7" & 28" (Dec 14" being the joint service with St
George’s at 6.30 pm)
Jan 4™, 11t & 25

Everyone is very welcome. If you’d like more details,
or would just like a chat, please do call us, your Anstey
Chapel contacts: Stephen Wylie (tel 07979 537689) or
David Tweedale (tel 07970 963666).

ANSTEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Mon
10" November can be found on the village website at
www.ansteyvillage.co.uk .

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Mon
12" January at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall. All
parishioners are welcome to attend.

KEEP IN TOUCH - ANSTEY SOCIAL MEDIA

EMAIL - ANSTEYLINK village group:
ansteylink@gaggle.email

The group is managed by Sarah Cruise — contact
cruise.s@icloud.com to join.

FACEBOOK: Anstey and Meesden Community Group.
The administrator is Gemma Jacobs.
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‘BEAT THE BLUES’ MUSIC AND SUPPER EVENING AT
ANSTEY VILLAGE HALL - 29" November

The Newsletter went to print just before this major
fund-raiser for the Village Hall had taken place. Look
out for a (belated) review in the next edition!

ANSTEY OWLETS is a small, friendly pre-
school within Anstey First School where children
from 2 years of age enjoy child-initiated, free-
flow play and activities in a lovely rural setting.
For more information call 01763 848 346.

wellbeing groups creative workshops
kids parties meetings special gatherings

Anstey Grove Barn

Beautiful converted barn in Anstey

available for self catering.

6 double/twin bedrooms, all en-suite
Large lounge, dining room, fully equipped

kitchen

Private contained garden with patios
ideal for wedding guests, visiting family etc

www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk

contact:

enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk

01763 848828

Alpacas

Let your garden grow with
Yew Tree's Alpaca Gold Manure

* Fantastic NATURAL fertilizer for garden beds
* Improves soil structure — excellent mulch

* Promotes moisture retention

* Can apply direct- doesn’t burn

* Odour free

£3.50 per bag

Collect from Yew Tree Cottage, Anstey™
Ring 01763 848257 or email info@yewtreealpacas.co.uk

The bags weigh approx. 18-20kg, can be lifted into a car
relatively easily
Delivery on request within 6 miles for small extra cost

—JAIc WEBB

W W S SCAFFOLDING LTD
MARK WEBB
Director

8 07929 077481
enquiries@webbscaffolding.com
® @Webbscaffoldingltd

@) @Webbscaffoldingltd

‘ The Clinic \

Leah Claydon

BSc, MRCoP, FRCPM, MFPM RCPS
BSc (Hons) Lic Ac, MBAcC

Podiatrist & Acupuncturist

01763 772502
www.leahclaydon.com

30+ years experience
HCPC Registered
Two Twits Barns, Anstey SG9 OFD




THE ANNEXE AT MILLHAVEN Dﬂ@wg

ENCGINEERING
Enjoy stunning views from our ground floor one bedroom self LOCAL FAMILY-RUN GARAGE BUSINESS
contained annexe. Set in 6 acres of gardens and paddocks in WITH GOOD SERVICE
the village of Anstey. Secure parking behind electric gates. Saab & Land Rover Specialists
Dogs welcome. ALL OTHER MAKES WELCOME

* MOT testing ® Servicing ® Tyres
* Diagnostics ® Air Conditioning
* FREE Courtesy Cars Available

More photos and detailson Airbnb.

Enquiries or bookings - contact Simone on 07973 745983 or

simone.debruyker@hotmail.co.uk D{IWE
[REmtaE)|Sum

FOR ALL YOUR VAN AND CAR RENTALS

Stones Cross, Hare Street,
Nr. Buntingford, Herts SG9 ODY

Tel: 01763 289 521
e-mail: Howe.Engineering@gmail.com

Nuthampstead Airfield
SG8 8LR
Email: nicky@clayshoot.biz
Clay Target Shooting
Corporate Events
Family Gatherings, Stag/Hen Parties

DESIGN NATION

Pre-Game Coaching

We don't just sell kitchens & bedrooms -

we tailor unique designs & bring them to life

. Olympic Trap, Olympic Skeet, Universal Trench, Sporting
www.dnation.co.uk

Cartridges & Gift Vouchers

Q)

1. TLACKS CHAIR CAIIIG

Chair caning repairs and restorations
based in Barley, Hertfordshire

All types of natural rattan caning on
chairs, stools, sofa, drop ins etc...

L . Danish cord, rush seating,
O enquiries@dnation.co.uk small upholstery items, drop ins,

01279 777279 dining chairs, stools, cushions ete...
Local Specialist & Manufacturer Millie Flack

Free Consultation & Planning Service _ Mobile: 07904 204 103
Email: m.flackschaircaning@gmail.com

: m.flackschaircaning




BRENT PELHAM
NEWS

www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org
Compiled and presented by Shirley Lacy

HARVEST FESTIVAL

The Harvest Festival was well attended on 29
September. We had an interesting farming report by
Ted Barclay. The picnic afterwards was only for the
hardy souls, undeterred by the damp weather.
However, picnics are portable, and a jolly party
resulted, squeezed around the Cole Green kitchen
table, with plenty to eat and drink!

VILLAGE HALL QUIZ

Thank you to everyone who came along and
supported the Village Hall at the quiz night on 11t
October. A big thanks to quiz master Dave Bromage
and his able assistant Toby, and everyone else who
made it happen. A great evening was had by all, which
included some really brain-challenging questions,
accompanied by a fish and chip supper and a few
drinks. Well done to the winners - the Potato Heads!

BRENT PELHAM HUNTER TRIALS

This event took place in the Park, Brent Pelham on
19'" October. The event is a local hunter trial with
horses jumping around a cross-country course with
natural obstacles, water jumps, ditches and hedges.

It started in the 1980s. It has been a yearly event for
the last few years, with the local Puckeridge Pony Club
running competitions as well as the hunt. These days
the course is fully open to the public for schooling
horses and teaching them to jump these obstacles.

The course is around one and a half miles long and
follows the beautiful and historic parkland behind the
Black Horse Pub. Many thanks to the Barclay family,

who have been very generous to allow this event to
happen every year.

Each year we get around
140 entries, with ages
ranging from about 3 years
old doing the mini course
(often with a leading rein)
to adults jumping the larger
fences up to around 3ft.

It's a very friendly event,
with quite a few helpers
who spend their day
judging fences and organising the day. Luckily this
year it started out with sunshine and only rained later,
so everyone enjoyed themselves! Next year it is likely
to take place in mid-October.

BLACK HORSE DARTS

The Black Horse has
installed a darts board
and are on the lookout
for people to form a
darts team and
compete against other
local teams. If you are
interested, please drop
in and speak to Jim or Craig. Alternatively, if you want

to just come down and have a practice, we look
forward to greeting you.

THE SKY IN BRENT PELHAM, 4'"- 5*" NOVEMBER

bt
5

Photos - Thanks to Richard
Sumner and Kristina Dalberg.

UPCOMING VILLAGE EVENTS
Village Hall, Monday and Friday 9:15 am, Pilates class.

Black Horse, Luxury Wreath Workshop, Saturday 6th
December, £45pp, 12pm —3pm.

Black Horse pub quizzes. Tuesday December 9,
Tuesday January 6. First prize £50. Booking is advised.


http://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/

Brent Pelham Carol Service, Brent Pelham Church,
Friday 19th December 6.00pm.

Black Horse, Live music, Joey Hanson, acoustic singer,

Saturday 20" December, 7pm-9pm.

CHRISTMAS MARKET, SATURDAY 29" NOVEMBER

Christias [frapbeds

SATURDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2025

BRENT PELHAM

Ady”
R«
TN

FROM 11 AM TILL 3 PM

BRENT PELHAM VILLAGE HALL & CHURCH, SG9
OHW

FATHER CHRISTMAS, 24" DECEMBER

A note was found on the side of the road which
appears to be Father Christmas's "to do" list on 24
December. It looks as though he will be near the
Village Hall around 6.30 pm!

BRENT PELHAM VILLAGE HALL

A lovely old unique building with good acoustics,
excellent bar and catering facilities. A great place for
all your parties and meetings
(Free to BP residents).

e Licensed for up to 120 people.
e  Fast Wi-Fiinternet broadband.
e Crockery & cutlery also available.
For further details and to book: Email:
beth.featherstone@btinternet.com, 01279 777 281

The Village Hall WiFi network is BP-Village-Hall and
the password is shonk5moat.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook pages: The Pelhams or Brent Pelham Village
Community Group. The Brent Pelham community
WhatsApp group is administered by James (07904
019572) and Miro (07812 174646). Fraser Murray
administers village emails. To add or change your
name on his distribution list, send a blank email to
frasermurray@me.com with your name and address
in the header. To join the birds WhatsApp group,
message Dave Bromage on 07545 252191.

BRENT PELHAM & MEESDEN PARISH COUNCIL
https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/

The Parish Council is looking for a person who lives in
Brent Pelham to join the Parish Council. Our six Parish
Councillors (three from Brent Pelhnam and three from
Meesden) meet just four evenings per year to review
issues such as village maintenance, planning
applications, highway issues etc. Would you like to
join the team? It is a voluntary role, but it does give
you the satisfaction of directing the money that the
County Council provides for resolving local issues to
where it is most needed. Meetings take place
alternately in Brent Pelham and Meesden Village
Halls. It is open to any British citizen over the age of
18 and resident in the parish, and you need no specific
skills for the position. Access to the internet and email
is an advantage, as is a desire to help the community.
Please send an email to clerk@brentpelhammeesden-
pc.org if this is of interest to you.

Thanks, Ken Newsted.

BODY CONTROL

PILATESZ

Doy (foses

:
Monday evening 7.30-8.30pm .
Friday morning 9.15-10.15am

Book your block of classes
today! Spaces limited.
Mixed ability - all levels
welcome

+

@ Brent Pelham Village Hall

Faye Yorke Pilates
07922130880
Higginsfaye@hotmail.com
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MEESDEN
NEWS

www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org
Compiled and presented by Mike West

Autumn is here, leaves are falling, their full glory being
displayed in death. Days are getting shorter, and by
the time this newsletter is published we will be in the
last month of 2025 (how has that happened?!) The
natural world is preparing for the cold months ahead.

Sadly, Meesden’s major news is to report the death of
two loved and respected members of our community.
On September 10'" Sue Neil’s life journey ended after
a long, dignified and courageous battle with cancer.
Tributes to her were paid in full at her funeral by
Derek, Simon their son, Karen, and Sue’s long-time
friend, Carole. Sue was a vivacious, intelligent and
beautiful lady who had a delightful, mischievous sense
of humour! Her greatest love was for Derek, to whom
she was married for just a couple of days shy of 63
years, and for her family and friends. They spent many
happy holidays together, golfing, skiing and sailing.
Sue also had a love for horses and was a very good
rider, and she also loved tennis, both playing, and
watching either at Wimbledon, or on the TV. In fact,
Sue got to the finals of the Tate & Lyle tennis
tournament, held at the Queen’s club — no mean feat!
Sue so obviously enriched the lives of Derek and her
family and friends who knew her. She is greatly

B )

Sue and Derek in their hrﬁe

On October 8™ Doreen Thorogood also died, one
month after her 86" birthday, after a brief illness in
Princess Alexandra hospital. Her daughter, Mary
writes; “Doreen moved to Meesden when she was
married, having previously lived in Langley and
Clavering, and lived in the same family home for 67
years! She always worked when Richard and | were

10

kids whilst we were looked after by Nan and Grandad.
Mum always made sure we had annual family holidays
and at Christmas would accommodate the whole
family for days in our home. Mum loved her work at
the Sainsbury’s depot in Buntingford and continued
there until the ‘90s.
Mum loved knitting and
was very good at it! She
adored her grandsons.
Later in life things
slowed down, but she
still enjoyed taking part
in village activities, like
the ‘Thursdays @ 3’
coffee afternoons, and
church services.
Eventually, she decided
to move to Bishop Stortford to be nearer me and was
happily settled in Nicholls Lodge, from where she was
able to stroll into town most days.”

Doreen
7t Sep 1939 - 8" Oct 2025

After moving, Doreen would occasionally return to
Meesden to meet old friends at the coffee afternoons,
when Mary was able to bring her. When Jen and | first
moved to Meesden, we met Doreen’s husband, Ken,
who if we saw him, always petted our dog when we
were on our morning walk. In the summer, Doreen
was often in their little conservatory reading. Over the
years, we got to know Doreen well. | occasionally went
to visit her and often found her playing “Patience.” We
chatted about village life, and she would reminisce of
earlier times. Whilst she was at Meesden, Val and
Roger Parsons were great neighbours and Val often
popped in to see her. Doreen was a great lady. MW

HARVEST FESTIVAL CELEBRATIONS

At the end of
September, we
held our harvest
festival in
Annabel and
Andy’s barn as
usual. The barn
was decorated
with flowers and wild berries, and tea lights
contributed to the beautiful setting for the
celebration. Afterwards we had a harvest tea in the
village hall, with a range of delicious sandwiches,
cakes and scones prepared (mainly) by ladies in the
village. There was the opportunity to donate food
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items to the Buntingford and
villages foodbank, and a
great selection was given.
We received a card and short
note from Gemma who runs
the foodbank, in which she
says, “With grateful thanks to
' the parishioners of the
Church of St Mary, Meesden
for their kind donations at Harvest Festival. They will
be very much appreciated. Thank you.”

MEESDEN WELCOMES SOME NEWCOMERS!

After extensive alterations of Mill house, including the
installation of a pond in the garden, and fencing the
adjoining field for their horses, the new owners
moved in. Susy writes, “We have finally moved into
Mill House! Susy and Dave, Zak (our 19-year-old son)
and our dog Reg, aka the Tibetan Terrorist. We are
very much looking forward to embracing village life
and apologise in advance for the Terrorist’s
behaviour! Best wishes, Susy.”

Also new to Meesden are Eric and Avian Nordby and
their dog, Peco, who now live at Rectory Farm next to
Warren and Amy Gibbs and are with us for at least a
couple of years. Eric and Avian are both involved in
veterinary health and work in the Babraham science
park.

MEESDEN FLOWERS

Andrew and Elaine of AlIma Cottage write: “Another
season has come to an end with the changing of the
clocks. Winter is upon us and our plants have gone
into hibernation until the return of spring. Thank you
to all who have supported us and helped to raise a
total of £1,300 for St Mary’s Church, Meesden, and
Marie Curie end of life care (that my brother received
this year). Wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas and
may 2026 be a good year for everyone. Thank you,
Elaine and Andrew, for your donation to the church!
Your plants are always amazing! MW

NEWS AND INFORMATION FROM KEN NEWSTED

History of Meesden

A type/handwritten booklet was produced in 1995 by
Meesden resident Mollie Godfree, who enlisted the
help of many Meesden residents and compiled a
collection of short stories together with the history of
our village from Hertford County Records Office.
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The early history of the village comes from the
Domesday Book and traces the many spellings of what
we now know as Meesden. Owned by the Bishop of
London in 1086, it comprised of three groups
(Meesdenbury, Meesden Green and Meesden Lower
Green). Remains of the Roman road that ran between
Braughing and Chesterford still remain. The earliest
records of our Church dedicated to St Mary can be
traced back to a priest occupying a building in 1086
(this no longer exists) possibly replaced in the 12th
Century by the present church nave. There are also
records from 1262 of mills at Meesden and Brent
Pelham connected by a path known as Willoughby
Lane, which still exists today.

There is a wealth of fascinating information in the 50
pages of the booklet, copies of which are held by just
a few residents. If anyone can help us get the words
and pictures reproduced into digital format, it could
be available for all to read. Can you help? Contact Ken
Newstead clerk@brentpelham-meesden-pc.org
Phone or Message: 07726 460108. Thanks.

MEESDEN DEFIBRILLATOR

Please remember that we have a defibrillator in our
phone box (access code C159X). The phone box itself
is looking a bit tatty, but with help from a couple of
volunteers next Spring we could give it a new coat of
paint. Please let me know if you would like to help.

LOW FLYING AIRCRAFT IN VILLAGES

Having complained on two occasions to the MOD
about the disturbance of low flying helicopters, they
issue a standard response saying: "All military low
flying has to be in accordance with Military Aviation
Authority (MAA) Regulatory Article (RA) 2330. The
MOD takes its responsibilities to the public very
seriously and would prefer not to cause any
disturbance to those on the ground. Unfortunately,
there are no uninhabited areas of the UK large
enough to cater for essential training needs. The
whole of the UK is open to low flying to try and
distribute any disturbance as widely as possible." In
brief, we are expected to put up with it.

E-MAIL INFORMATION

The Parish Council receives emails that could be of
interest to all residents. If you currently receive emails
from our Parish Council, there is nothing you need to
do. If, however, you do not get anything from
clerk@brentpelham-meesden-pc.org simply send an
email to this address and you will be added to our list.
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Recent emails include surveys from Herts Council
asking residents to help shape Hertfordshire's Budget
for 2026/27. Your input could be influential in shaping
our future.

CHURCH SERVICES AND DATES FOR THE DIARY
Lantern Carols will be held in the village hall on
Saturday 20" December, at 6:30pm. As usual, there
will be mulled wine, mince pies and savoury snacks
after the singing.

Dec. 14*" Holy Communion, 9:30 am

Christmas Eve, Blessing of the Crib, 3:30pm — a very
popular service!

Jan 11*, Holy Communion, 9:30 am
Jan 25™, Songs of Praise, 5pm

A Christmas card will be circulated throughout the
village, giving details of all the services over the

Christmas period.

Computer HELP

In your Own Home

Contact Tracy
07521 977 997

www.rebootitsolutions.co.uk

REDTAIL PEST CONTROL
For All Your Pest Control Needs

All Pest Species Dealt With
BPCA (1&2) Qualified
LONDON TRAINED
Member of the NPTA
Very Reasonable Prices
CRB checked ‘

Contact JAMES ROSE
MOB: 07807429843
www.redtailpestcontrol.com
email: red.tail. 1st@gmail.com
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www.timschimneys.co.uk
07791741860
01763 258185
info@timschimneys.co.uk

— TIMS —
HIMNEYS

Based in Buntingford

Chimney sweeps - log burner installations

Chimney repairs

Your local chimney sweep and stove installer
for over 15 years. Call today to get booked
in!

Woodgate Carpentry & Joinery

Presented By
Russell Long
City & Guilds gualified 30+ years experience
Traditional Joinery Skills
Period Property Restoration
Internal + External Projects
Residential And Commercial Work Undertaken
Purpose Made Built In Units
First + Second Fix Carpentry
Storage Solutions
Bespoke Kitchens And Bedrooms Units
07711 324667
russell@woodgatejoinery.com
@woodgatejoinery

The

Tile

Tiles for every need.

Bathroom, kitchen, conservatory and wet rooms

01763 272838 | info@thetileshopbuntingford.co.uk

117 High Street, Buntingford, Hertfordshire, 5G9 9AF

thetileshopbuntingford

The Newsletter is printed by Sharpe Print, Buntingford
sales@sharpeprint.co.uk / 07860 859126

Deadline for the next edition: Saturday 10" January
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Are you looking for a challenging

and fulfilling volunteer role?

Volunteer Adviser Training Programme
Wednesdays starting January 14, 2026
1 The Manor House, Buntingford

If you can offer one day a week, we’d love
to hear from you! No experience needed - Just bring:
An appetite for learning
Competent IT skills

Training includes:
12 classroom sessions, one per week, in Buntingford
Shadowing experienced advisers
Supporting clients by phone or in person
Learning how to help with housing, employment, benefits,
debt, and more

Interested?
Email training@citizensadviceeastherts.org.uk
before end of December to join the course, or call 01920
459944 and leave a message for a call back.

SUESINE East Herts

advice




THE WARD FREMAN COMMUNITY POOL UPDATE

We are practically standing on the edge of the starting blocks and hoping to hear the starter's
gun soon, enabling us to dive head first into the essential refurbishment of the pool! At the time
of writing we have not signed the freehold but we have assurances that Hertfordshire County
Council will grant early access for work to start whilst the legalities of our Charity becoming the
freeholder are completed.

It is essential that work starts as soon as possible since we have secured UK Shared Prosperity
funding from East Herts District Council but this must be spent by 31st March 2026. This
funding will provide a new filtration system but we still have to raise funds to repair the broken
pool tiles, replace the expansion joints and restart the boilers.

Buntingford Town Council have been in support of our charity running the pool and we hope that
they are committed to providing a grant now that will ensure we have suitable boilers to heat the
water.

As soon as the freehold is transferred we can apply for a Biffa Community Landfill grant which
we hope to use to purchase an air source heat pump and solar panels. This will provide a
modern energy efficient way of maintaining the pool water temperature, reducing our CO2
emissions and running costs.

To repair the pool tiles and replace the expansion joints it's going to cost £64,000. We have
£16,000 s106 money, £10,000 UK SPF along with £5,000 already raised through Crowdfunder,
so we are £33,000 short. The good news is that we have been awarded a Movement for Good
grant from Sport England. So if we raise at least £15,000 through a specific Crowdfunder
campaign we will receive £15,000 match funding from Sport England and have enough to get
the pool open. So this is where we are asking you, the community, to get behind our
charity and donate money. Your local pool needs you to donate now! Please visit
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/repair-pool-tiles-and-replace-expansion-joints or scan the QR
code and give whatever you can afford. If you are a UK taxpayer please remember to
tick the gift aid box, it does mean on £15,000 of donations we could claim up to £3,750
from HMRC!
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We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a splashing New Year by opening the pool in 2026!



