December 2021 – January 2022
Diary of Events
Date

Event

Sun 28th Nov

Brent Pelham Christmas Fair 11.00am – 3.00pm

Sun 5th Dec

Advent Candle Service, St George’s Church, Anstey - 5pm

Dec 6th to 11th

Yew Tree Alpacas Christmas Shop, Anstey: 10.30am – 4.30pm daily.

Wed 15th Dec

Christmas Carols at The Blind Fiddler, Anstey – 7pm

Fri 17th Dec

Meesden Christmas Carols – details tbc

Fri 21st Jan

Anstey ‘pop up’ Film & Social Club, Village Hall - 7.30pm

Editor: David Oxley, 2 Castle Cottages, Anstey / oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 07802 733398
Please send your local news to:
Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rjmo2@btinternet.com (Anstey)
Martin Hügi brentpelhamnewsletter@protonmail.com (Brent Pelham).
Mike West mikewest181@hotmail.com (Meesden)
And, for last minute material, direct to the editor.

Deadline for the next edition – Monday 10th January
O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!
The Newsletter once again exists as a printed publication, delivered to your door, for you to browse at
your leisure – though there will continue to be an online version available as well, with extra articles
that could not fit in the print edition. The return to print, which many of our readers had requested, has
been possible thanks to a one-off grant from the HCC Locality Budget.

Wishing all of our readers a very

and a happy new year!
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GOOD GARDENING!

Topical tips and ideas for December and January

December and January can be quiet months in the garden, but there are more things to take care of
than you might think.
Harvest holly branches with berries for making Christmas wreaths or garlands. Stand the branches in a
bucket of water until you are ready to use them. Make use of other greenery around the garden, such as
ivy, to make your Christmas displays.
Do look after the birds during these winter months. Clean feeders, stock up on fat balls and make sure
they have access to fresh water.
Now is a good time to prune climbing roses. Remove diseased or damaged growth and tie in any new
shoots to their support. Prune older flowering side shoots back by two thirds of their length. Mulch
around the base of the plant once you have finished, being careful to leave a gap around the stems.
Deadhead winter pansies and violas. Remove any faded flowers from your plants to stop them setting
seed. In January, remove old hellebore leaves. This will make the flowers more visible as they emerge
during the winter.
Here are two plants to provide interest in your garden during the winter.
Christmas Box or 'Sarcoccoa Confusa'.
An evergreen winter flowering shrub. It has sweetly scented white flowers,
in contrast with dark green leaves. Plant in moist, well-drained soil, in
shade or part sun, preferably near a path where you can appreciate the
scent.
Height 1.5m spread 2m. Flowers from December to February.

The Christmas Rose or 'Hellebore Niger'.
An evergreen perennial. Has large, round white flowers above low-growing
mounds of leathery, deep green leaves. Perfect for growing at the front of a
partially shaded border and makes an excellent cut flower. Plant in moist but
well-drained soil. Mulch annually with well-rotted manure or compost and cut
back old leaves as the new foliage appears.
Height 45cms spread 45cms. Flowers from December to March.
Happy Gardening!

Wendy Hillier
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RECIPE CORNER - BLACK BEAN CHILLI WITH TORTILLAS
Here’s a hearty vegetarian dish for a cold winter’s evening!
Recipe
2 Onions
2 tbsp olive oil
1 tsp chipotle paste
1 Veg stock cube
40g Cheddar cheese (grated)
2 corn and wheat tortillas

2 garlic gloves
1 red and 1 yellow pepper
400g tin of plum tomatoes
400g tin of black beans
Fresh coriander
Pickled jalapenos

Method
1. Heat 1 tbsp of oil in a deep-frying pan, add peeled and chopped onions, chopped garlic and
peppers (deseeded and cut into chunks).
2. Fry for 15 mins on a low heat.
3. Add the paste and cook for a minute. Stir in the tomatoes with a wooden spoon. Dissolve the
stock cube in 300ml (10fl oz) of boiling water and add to frying pan. Simmer for 15-20 mins.
4. Drain the beans, rinse, then add to the pan. Cook for 5 minutes until piping hot.
5. Pre-heat your oven to 200˚C, 180˚ Fan, Gas Mark 6. Using scissors, cut each tortilla into 12
triangles. Spread out onto 2 large baking sheets. Brush with remaining oil and cook for 6-8 mins,
until crisp and golden.
6. Spoon chilli into warm bowls and scatter with cheese, coriander and jalapenos.
7. Serve with tortilla triangles.
Elaine - Vintage Cakes and Sumptuous Soups
Facebook – Sumptuous Soups and Country Cakes

VINTAGE CAKES and SUMPTUOUS SOUPS
Vintage Cakes, Scones, Cream Teas and Homemade Soups
with fresh bread rolls – please contact for price list: ewyld93@gmail.com - mob. 07501 495 940
Tel: 01763 289 738

A THANK YOU
To the lady from Brent Pelham, who walks every day from Brent Pelham, through Anstey and Meesden,
picking up litter as she goes. I don’t know her name, but I’m sure that you’ve noticed her. Thank you as
well to the lady from Barkway, who also collects the odd bit of litter as she cycles via Nuthampstead and
Anstey. We’re very grateful.
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STEPHEN THOMAS BEACH (31/12/1940 – 09/10/2021)
By Wendy Sellers
On Saturday 9th October 2021 our dear dad Stephen (aka The Foth), at the age of 80, went to join his beloved wife
“Marg” in heaven.
Foth was a true gentleman, loving and kind. His family was his world, of which his wife
was the epicentre. Fortunately his worsening dementia saved him from the acute pain he
would have suffered, should he have fully understood and processed that Moth was no
longer with us. He would still ask how she was, but never questioned why he didn’t see
her any more. I think that was because she never really left him; in the words of the
song…”life is eternal and love is immortal, and death is only a horizon.”
Stephen Thomas Beach was born 31st December 1940 in North London. He had an
intelligent brain, a gift for languages and a thirst for knowledge. He gained a first class Honours degree in French
at University College London; his passion for reading and learning made him a very interesting conversationalist;
his particular interests were Churchill, WW II, Russia, and the Wild West. He loved to play cards and chess. His
love of languages enabled him to converse fluently in French, Spanish, Italian and German.
His first job was at the Iron and Steel Industry in London, where he met Margaret (aka
Moth), who worked there as a secretary. They were married (in September 1967) for 53
years until Moth’s fairly sudden death in October last year.
Foth’s love for his family was undying, as was his loyalty. His gift for being articulate,
sensitive and diplomatic meant that he was the family member who was always sought at
times of trouble or distress, the one who was approached for sound advice and the one
who always helped us to overcome problems.
When he moved to Meesden with Moth, he enjoyed organising fund raisers, mowing the green and involving
himself with the Church. He loved the villagers, he loved Farthings and he loved the countryside. Meesden
became a true home to them both, and we always felt hugely grateful and fortunate that they were only just “up
the road”.
Moth and Foth’s marriage was blissful; their affection, unwavering and their lives
joyful. Not by chance, but by working together. They were totally committed to
each other and rarely had a cross word. As their daughters, Heather and I are
utterly privileged to have been an integral part of that devotion, surrounded by
love, warmth, kindness and laughter throughout every day of our lives. Nothing
was ever too much trouble, both were always there to give us comfort, kindness
and advice.
During the last year, life had been increasingly difficult for Foth. He had several different carers and his dementia
had gradually worsened. He never complained about his condition, he instead summoned the courage and
determination to survive. He was a role model in his integrity, his gentleness, his resilience, his compassion and
his loyalty.

Rest in Peace Dearest Foth…take your place beside The Moth
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NEWS FROM YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR CLLR JEFF JONES
HertsLynx
I hope you have had the opportunity to experience the DRT (Demand
Response Transport) HertsLynx Bus Service that started operation in
September, servicing North and East Herts and centred on
Buntingford. The service operates via an App downloaded from
www.intalink.org.uk/hertslynx or via the website.
There are currently three minibuses in operation, with a further two additional vehicles added to the
fleet in June 2022, which Councillors are pushing to be fully electric. The vehicles are equipped with free
Wifi and USB charging points. In the first four weeks of service the demand has been beyond
expectation, with 1081 bookings and 1050 people downloading the App. This service has been of great
benefit to residents in the villages, and I believe it is the way forward for future public transport in rural
areas.
Councillor Advice
I receive many requests for advice and help on County Council matters. If you have any concerns that
you need assistance with, I am always available on the contact details below.
I am also keen to hold face-to-face meetings with monthly Councillor Surgeries. These Surgeries are by
appointment and held at The Manor House, Buntingford. They are available by calling 01763 272222,
where full details will be given.
Cllr Jeff Jones, Hertfordshire County Councillor, Buntingford Division
Tel 0300 123 7493 or email Jeff.jones@hertfordshire.gov.uk

– a local Hertfordshire Charity
We are a small charity, based in Hertfordshire villages, run by volunteers, committed to the
empowerment of women and girls, and reducing forced migration from 26 very poor villages in the
Indian desert state of Rajasthan. Our team of trustees, many of whom have been with us since the start,
have worked with the same NGO in Rajasthan since 2000. We are in constant communication with them
and can respond to emergencies quickly and effectively. During the Covid pandemic we have been able
to authorise the delivery of emergency food parcels to thousands of villagers.
We support education and the generation of jobs and community wellbeing, including 18 months ago
forming the first Girls’ Parliament to create a safe space to tackle the many issues which face women in
this region. However, none of these initiatives are possible without the basic needs of water, sanitation,
health, and housing – all of which we help to develop in the region, with various projects.
In order to support this work we need to raise funds constantly and help Khandel light to continue its
great work in one of the world’s poorest regions. If you can, please donate here
https://m.facebook.com/pg/khandellight/community/ or on Khandel light’s Face Book page’
With thanks, Kate Hurst
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING IN ANSTEY
Yew Tree Alpacas Christmas shop, open Monday
Dec 6th to Saturday Dec 11th. A chance to buy
your Christmas presents locally and relax with
coffee and cake, with alpacas peacefully grazing
close by.

www.ansteyvillage.co.uk

VILLAGE HALL
Three classes are now up and running again, on
a regular basis:
Table Tennis: Wednesdays 9.30 - 11.00 am £3
Carpet Bowls: Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.30 pm £3
Yoga: Thursdays 9.15 – 10.15 pm £4
Beginners are always welcome, and the first
‘taster’ session is free. Thereafter, it’s ‘pay as
you go.’ For more details, email
oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk or, for Carpet Bowls,
janpledger99@btinternet.com

As well as a wide range of alpaca gift ideas there
are also home-made preserves and local honey
on sale, not forgetting hand painted greetings
cards and paintings from Anstey artist Hazel
Haywood.

All being well, the Film & Social Club will resume
on Friday 21st Jan (doors open 7.30pm, film
starts at 8.00). Membership remains fixed at £12
per year, which allows free entry to up to 9
films. All existing memberships will be valid for
another year - new members can join on the
night, or contact colingsmith@gmail.com in
advance. Guests welcome, £3 per show.

Talking of Christmas..
There will be an Advent Candle Service in St
George’s Church at 5pm on Sunday 5th Dec.
On Wednesday 15th Dec there will be Carol
Singing at The Blind Fiddler pub.
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Email - ansteylink@googlegroups.com
AnsteyLink ‘connects local residents to
share local information, list items for
sale, free or loan, recommend local
businesses, services and events, and
anything else that may be useful to
contact local residents about.’ The
group is managed by Sarah Cruise –
cruise.s@icloud.com
Facebook
The Anstey and Meesden Community
Group is ‘a community group for
residents of Anstey and Meesden to
share thoughts and a place for local
businesses to advertise.’ The
administrator is Gemma Jacobs.
ANSTEY DEFIBRILLATOR. A reminder
that the Anstey defibrillator is located
outside The Blind Fiddler, just to the left
of the entrance porch. The code to open
the cabinet is 3456
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www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org

Presented by Martin Hügi

There are several wonderful events happening
in the village to celebrate Christmas. Here are a
few that are coming up.

You are all invited - save the date!
Sunday 28th November 2021, 11am to 3pm.
It is back and we have a new look! To make it
even more special, we are making more use of
the outside space and have quite a few things up
our sleeves! More details to follow.There will be
the usual, mulled wine, cakes and treats,
Christmas Trees, stalls and in the church there is
a chance to have a go at ringing the church
bells…and much, much more.
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If you would like to help us on the day or have
some time beforehand to help us decorate the
hall and the village hall green, we would love to
hear from you.
Thank you for all those who have volunteered
already. The fair is volunteer based, run as a
community event, with any profits fed back into
the next year’s Christmas Fair.
We can’t wait!

Father Christmas
A little elf has told me that there is going to be a
visit from Father Christmas and we are very
excited!

Brent Pelham Christmas website
www.brentpelhamchristmas.com is a website
that Katey Hügi has set up to help coordinate
and share with the village Brent Pelham
Christmas events in one place. If you have any
events you want to add to the webpage then
please do get in touch with Katey Hügi at
ecotreecare.katey@gmail.com.

Village Christmas Tree
Come place your decorations on the Village
Christmas tree!
The Village Christmas tree will be put up on the
village hall green and open for decorations on
the 28th November in time for the Christmas
Fair.





Visit the decorations stall at the Christmas
fair and make a decoration for the village
tree.
Place your decoration on the tree for each
member of your family, this includeing
grandparents, grandchildren, pets, and for
loved ones who can’t be with us at this time.
To send a message of good cheer, please feel
free to add to the tree a bauble with a
message of thanks or festive cheer.

BRENT PELHAM NATURE & CONSERVATION
GROUP
Authors: Martin Hügi & Mark Franklin
Part of the charm of Brent Pelham, and the
reason why so many of us live here, is that we
essentially live on a farm. From various
conversations that have been taking place over
the weeks it seems that there is a desire to learn
more about the land that surrounds us and its
management, and perhaps become more
involved.
Mitch Robinson, the farm manager,
communicated through the community
Whatsapp group, that the estate has not long
entered into a 10-year Countryside Stewardship
scheme, but what does this mean? For those of
us working in the conservation and land
management sector this is common language,
and we know the government policies that
underpin schemes like this. We also understand
the challenges of working on, and in, the natural
environment, in all weathers and in a changing
climate; we would be happy to share our
working knowledge and work with the estate
and the community to bring us closer together.

Remember if you would like your decoration
returned, please to label it with your name.
For more details visit Brent Pelham Christmas
Tree webpage.
Village Advent – call for volunteers
Calling a super organiser!
Is there anyone or group of people in the village
who would like to organise the village advent
again this year?
The Village Advent was a great success last year,
a countdown to Christmas with a new advent
window being opened each night. It brought lots
of cheer to the village.
Contact Katey on ecotreecare.katey@gmail.com
for the details.
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A farm tour, and a meeting to find out more has
been suggested, and then this has led onto the
idea of perhaps convening a more regular group
that could get together; perhaps the odd
presentation in the village hall to cover various
topics from time to time, guided walks at various
times of the year to look at different wildlife and
habitats, and undertaking conservation
activities, for example tree and hedgerow
planting. In doing so the group will see different
parts of the estate at different times of the year,
get to know the land, the history, the nature
that is there and what and why various
management is being done.
For example, this winter there are thousands of
trees to be planted in the woodlands at the
Furneux Pelham end of the estate, where dead
and dying ash trees affected by ash dieback
disease were removed as part of a Countryside
Stewardship Tree Health Restoration
Agreement. Through chatting with Mitch,
perhaps some of these trees could be planted as
community group days with the invite extending
to children and dogs. The estate has offered to
provide lunch and refreshments to make a day
of it.
A Brent Pelham nature and conservation group
is an exciting concept. We don’t know what this
will look like at the moment, or how it will
evolve, but if this is something that you would
like to become involved in then please get in
touch with either
Martin Hügi 07725 583201 or Mark Franklin
07792 357415.

Community WhatsApp Group
There is a Brent Pelham community WhatsApp
group to share news, information, and informal
chat. Open to anyone living in the village and
administered by Hazel Norris. Please get in
contact with her to be added to the group at
hazelnorris@icloud.com

Facebook page “The Pelhams”
You can find interesting local stories and
histories on the The Pelhams Facebook page, a
place to share local news, stories and images so
everyone can see what a beautiful part of the
world we live in. Please take a look, join the
page and add any stories, pictures or posts. The
Pelhams Facebook page

Village hall internet

Fraser Murray sends out emails to the village
with general news. To add your name to his
distribution list, or if your email has changed,
then send a blank email to
frasermurray@me.com with your name and
address in the header.

Brent Pelham Village Hall
A lovely old unique building with good
acoustics & excellent catering and bar
facilities.




Licensed for up to 120 people.
Fast Wi-Fi internet broadband.
Crockery & cutlery also available.

A great place for all your parties and
meetings (Free to Brent Pelham
residents).
For further details and to book:
Email: beth.featherstone@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01279 777 281

The WiFi network is BP-Village-Hall and the
password is shonk5moat. It’s free to use for
basic respectful use. For prolonged heavy use a
small, or large, donation would be very
welcome, simply post through the letter box at
the Village Hall with an explanatory note.
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Pilates in the Village Hall
Pilates takes place at Brent Pelham Village Hall
every Monday. Sessions start at 6.45pm. If
interested please email Becky at
rebecca.ashman@hotmail.co.uk or Hazel at
hazelnorris@icloud.com or telephone 777316

CHRISTMAS CAROLS
There will be a chance to sing Carols at Meesden
on Friday 17th December. Details (to follow) will
be on the village website and notice board
outside the village hall.
KEN THOROGOOD
This month we said a sad goodbye to two muchloved members of the Meesden community, Ken
Thorogood, and Stephen Beach, whose tribute is
elsewhere in this Newsletter.

Village defibrillator - As a reminder, the village
defibrillator is located near the village hall and
post box opposite the church. The access code
for the box is C159X.

Ken was born in 1932 and lived in 1 Rose
Cottage for the first 3 years of his life. The family
then moved to 2 The Green, just round the
corner from “Grandma Dodkin” who lived in
Yew Tree Cottage, and Ken lived there along
with his wife, Doreen, for the rest of his life.

www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org

Presented by Mike West

Harvest
Thank you to all who came and celebrated the
harvest and for all contributions for the local
foodbank. Special thanks to Andy and Annabel
Boucher for making their barn available, to
Dianne Wainwright for helping with the
decorations, and for everyone who made cakes
and sandwiches for tea afterwards in the village
hall. It was a great community occasion! Sadly,
the needs of folk relying on
the foodbank are ongoing,
and there will be a
collection box outside the
village hall for the last week
of each month, should
anyone wish to contribute.

Ken trained as a carpenter after he left school,
but when he was 18 he started his National
Service. After a 6 week training period in the
RAF he was sent to Aden, where he stayed until
his Service was completed. On returning home,
he worked as a carpenter for J.L. Glasscock
building company in Bishop Stortford, where he
became a foreman, then a local area manager.
He worked on the council houses in Meesden,
just down the road.
Ken loved dogs (his last one was called Maize)
and he would always greet any dogs and their
owners if they happened to be passing when he
was in the garden. Ken retired early when the
company folded, but he kept himself busy doing
various jobs. Later on, he let the Manor Farm
chickens out of their coop each morning, a task
he continued until it became too difficult for
him. Ken had a good sense of humour, and
despite ill health in his latter years, he remained
cheerful and always had a friendly word to say.
He is greatly missed.

Meesden letter box
The letter box at the top of the drives of Home
Farm and Puddles Barn was stolen recently.
Thieves came overnight and undid the bolts at
its base. They also must have looked through
the contents, as an opened birthday card and
envelope were found in the hedgerow on the
way to Anstey. The police have been informed.
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The Meesden shoot - by Dave & Lesley Cross

see some of the wonderful wildlife that is in
Meesden- such as deer, foxes, muntjac, hares,
woodpeckers, jays and all of the small birdlife.

It’s that time of year again. Let’s go beating on
the Meesden shoot. It’s time to meet up with
old friends and new friends. Not just the
beaters, but the ‘old’ guns and the ‘new’ guns.
We meet up by the village green and have a
good chat before the off. The guns pick their peg
numbers from the gamekeeper and this tells
them which peg they will need to stand by.

All of this happens because of the work by our
gamekeeper, and our thanks always go to him,
along with the land owner. None of it would
happen without them.
Ken Newstead writes..
Community Garden – There are still some
beautiful flowers in the raised bed behind the
Village Hall, should anyone care to pick a bunch
for their home. Seasoned logs are available too,
in front of the Village Hall. Please leave a
donation in the pot, which will go towards the
upkeep of the Village Hall.

The beaters all shuffle to get a good seat in the
beaters’ wagon. The teasing and the fun begins
and we are off for the first drive, with the
gamekeeper ensuring that everyone knows what
to do and how to stay safe. It is the beaters’ job
to flush the birds and push them out. Once each
drive ends a whistle is blown and no more shots
can be fired until the next drive starts. All ages
take part and we get to see some wonderful
wildlife.

Garden Rubbish – Please use your Brown and
Blue bins to recycle your garden and household
waste. We cannot burn any rubbish that
accumulates near the Village Hall as hedgehogs
hibernate in the fallen leaves at this time of year
and we must all do what we can to reduce the
amount of CO2 released into the atmosphere.

Pre Covid we would stop at midday for everyone
to meet together for lunch, and we took the
opportunity to reminisce about previous years
and discuss what has happened since we last
saw each other. The dogs mingle with each
other and search for that morsel of food that
someone may have dropped (especially the
labradors). We were spoilt with the lovely lunch
that was always provided.

Defibrillator – The security code is C195X.
If you need any assistance in an emergency, we
still operate the Village Emergency Telephone
System. You just have to phone 01279 260560
to get connected to one of our registered
helpers.

We are mostly lucky with the weather, although
sometimes you arrive home wetter than you
ever thought that you could be. At the end of
the day we have a count up of how many birds
have been shot and we have the opportunity to
take a brace or two home with us.
At the end of the season we have a Beaters’ Day.
This is when the guns do the beating, and the
beaters who want to get a chance to shoot. We
go home tired but having had a very enjoyable
day, especially when we have had a chance to
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A SOLDIER’S TALE – PART ONE

by Wilfrid Dimsdale

A first-hand account of a voyage to the theatre of operations in the Eastern
Mediterranean in July 1915.
This officer had served in the Yorkshire Regiment (The Green Howards) in the Boer
War as a young man, where he contracted Enteric Fever. Previous to this he had
rowed Bow twice in the Cambridge winning crews of the Oxford and Cambridge Boat
Race, and then for a third time, winning again in 1902.
Wilfrid Chapman had a job in India, for the Bombay Company. At the outbreak of war
in 1914 he applied for leave to join up, an application that was refused. He then
applied to the Company’s Board in London, where once again he was turned down,
whereupon his eldest brother gave
assurance that if the worst happened, he
would act to ensure that his wife and two
daughters were financially secure. At this
he rejoined his regiment, who were under
training at Whitley in Surrey. The
accompanying photograph does not appear
to be of a happy and confident group of
officers, 14 of whom were to be killed or die
of their wounds, 13 wounded and one
uninjured at the landing at Suvla Bay on the
Gallipoli peninsular on the night of the
6th/7th August 1915.
On the 1st July 1915 they marched down from
Whitley to Milford Station, from where they started
their journey to Liverpool, arriving at 4am the next
day. The ship was the Aquitania, which had
undertaken her Maiden Voyage only on the 30th
May 1914, just before war broke out. She was to
serve as a troopship during WW1 and WW2,
meanwhile sailing as a mail ship between the wars
to and from New York, only being scrapped in
1950.
By the 4th of July, having settled in, he was awoken by the Padre, who had come in
wearing his life belt, explaining that they had narrowly missed being hit by a torpedo
and that everyone should stand by their boats. Chapman went on to recount that it
took two hours for everyone on board to be at their correct station, going on to say
that ‘The Germans only just missed a very fine bag’. Is it not strange that there had
not been a boat drill, the ship carrying over 7,000 troops? After this scare, there were
quite a few boat drills!
Apart from another submarine scare, they had an uninterrupted voyage to what
turned out to be Mudros Harbour, where there were numerous French and British

warships and, rather incongruously, a Grimsby Trawler that was being used as a
mine sweeper. ‘Our ship (The Aquitania) towers above the battleships which by
comparison look quite small’.
On Saturday evening, the 10th July, they were told that they would not be leaving the
ship till after lunch the next day. However, on getting up at 5.30am, they learnt that
they were to disembark at 10am. Even at this early stage of their arrival at the
theatre of war the shortage of drinking water became an issue, the weather being
very hot and there being no shade to speak of. They were told they could not drink
the water but had to await the water cart that only arrived at 9pm. They were then
only allowed to half fill their water bottles.
The next day, the 12th July, Wifrid was detailed to unload a ship starting at 5.30am, a
quarter of a mile offshore, however having to wait in the sun until 4.30 in the
afternoon. The 13th and 14th July were spent unloading stores, and later in the day,
ominously, unloading ‘a great many rifles belonging to the soldiers who have been
killed and kits of not a few dead officers’.
On the 15th he reports that: ‘Everything here seems to be in a state of
disorganisation due to mismanagement. The truth is that the work going on here (a
base for supplies) is not fitted for soldiers or sailors, who know nothing about the
workings of cargo ships’.
On the same day he writes: ‘I have been rather lucky today, as a ship’s captain has
given me a chart of the Dardanelles, which is by far the best plan that I have seen so
far’. This was not insignificant, as no maps had been given to troops, so what he had
was really very unusual. The map is still with his effects, sent home after he was
killed.
The next day Chapman reported that the Mauritania had just arrived, and he says,
‘that if it carries as many troops as the Aquitania there will be a further 5,000’.
At which point he closes this section of the account, ‘as letters will be taken to the
post by the purser’, and he thinks that they will be at Mudros* for a further week or
two.
*In his account, where they had been censored.

Christmas Appeal
We are a small charity, based in Hertfordshire villages, run by volunteers, committed
to the empowerment of women and girls, and reducing forced migration from 26 very
poor villages in the Indian desert state of Rajasthan. Our team of trustees, many of
whom have been with us since the start, have worked with the same NGO in
Rajasthan since 2000. We are in constant communication with them and can
respond to emergencies quickly and effectively. During the Covid pandemic we have
been able to authorise the delivery of emergency food parcels to thousands of
villagers.
In Khandel light’s project area of Rajasthan, India, girls are under pressure to leave
education as young as 14 to get married. Over the last 21 years, through improved
access to drinking water, sanitation, healthcare, housing, and education, Khandel
light has established the basis for creating opportunities. Since 2018 we have funded
a Girls’ Parliament, which empowers girls to negotiate the barriers to continuing their
education. One of the girls, Puja, has a particularly moving and inspiring story to tell.
Puja’s mother is blind, and her father disabled,
which makes employment almost impossible. There
was pressure on Puja to leave school at 14 and get
married to reduce the financial burden. Through
membership of the Girls’ Parliament, and visits from
the local girl MPs, Puja’s parents have
acknowledged the benefit to her and to them of
staying on at school.
Puja was spending several hours a day collecting
water and doing domestic work, so we have given
the family a 10,000-litre water tank and arranged for
it to be filled with drinking water every month. She
has also received an education bursary, allowing
her family to have the financial freedom for her to
attend school.
In Puja’s own words, translated from Hindi:
“After joining the Parliament meetings, I started feeling that the window of my mind,
which used to open and close in my house, was now open, and I started to feel that
the world outside is very peaceful and beautiful. By attending the Parliament
sessions in myself, I felt that from the windows of my mind I can now look all around,
that is, now it is increasing my self-esteem and self-confidence. After joining the
Parliament my identity in the village has increased. By giving priority to me, I was
made a water house in which drinking water is being regularly available every month,
due to which my time is saved. Now I can buy medicine for my blind mother and
handicapped father by sewing more, and I am also able to run the household
expenses”

!

£5 will enable Puja and the other 700 girls like her to attend the parliament for
a WHOLE YEAR!
£27 will fund Puja’s further education FOR A YEAR!
£130 will give another family a drinking water tank (or a toilet)
£3.80 will pay for delivery of a month’s drinking water

!
!
!
!
During the COVID-19 pandemic, we have delivered 1,500 food parcels to families
where the breadwinner has been unable to work. £15 will buy a food parcel which

will

sustain a family for 5-6 weeks.
This Christmas you can give the gift of support and hope by buying Khandel light gift
vouchers and cards. The vouchers come in £10, £20, £30, £40 and £50
denominations. Your donation will make a huge difference.
You can contact Bridget Gough on 07815 846447
or visit our website https://www.khandel-light.co.uk/fundraising/gift-of-giving
Thank you.

Deck the halls..
As 2021 enters its final month, we anticipate seasonal celebrations to brighten the shortest days of
the year. The ancient tradition of decking our houses with garlands of fresh green holly branches
reminds us of the continuity of life, bringing us cheer when the
days are short.
On reaching the age of 20, female holly trees bear red berries
on branches covered with prickly shiny green leaves, which can
be cut to make decorative wreaths. Such wreaths featured in
midwinter Celtic and Roman celebrations as symbols of good
fortune, a tradition that continues thanks to the intervention of a
local man, William Winstanley (1628 – 1698).
During the Commonwealth, which lasted from 1649 to1660, the
Puritans under Oliver Cromwell proclaimed that it was illegal to celebrate Christmas, banning
frivolities and feasting on mince pies. Winstanley, who lived in Quendon, believed in celebrating
Christmas as a time for sharing joy, fun and good fortune with others. After restoration of the
monarchy in 1660, using his influence as a writer, he encouraged a return to the seasonal
merrymaking which we still enjoy today.
Holly trees were frequently planted near houses to ward off a lightning strike; interestingly,
scientific research has now revealed that its spiky leaves can indeed act as miniature lightning
conductors! Holly also grows in hedges or as a shrub in woods, where its berries provide
nourishment for blackbirds, thrushes and wood mice. Its dense branches provide secure nesting
sites. Deer and rabbits will eat its nutritious leaves.
Today, many homeowners plant variegated forms of holly to provide interest in their gardens, and
they can select a mixture of foliage to make seasonal decorations.
Yew is another evergreen with red coloured fruits, much loved by
birds and squirrels, but as its leaves are poisonous it is less
suitable for indoor decorations!
Tricia Moxey, Trustee
The Hundred Parishes Society
www.hundredparishes.org.uk

