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October - November 2026

Diary of upcoming events

Tue 13" Oct

Quiz Night at The Black Horse, Brent Pelham [see page 9].

Wed 14" Oct

Anstey Chapel Cakes & Coffee, 10.30 — midday [page 5].

Sat 17*" Oct Fundraising Quiz for Anstey Church, in the Village Hall.
Doors open 7.00pm, quiz starts at 7.30 [page 4].
Fri 23" Oct Anstey ‘pop-up’ Film & Social Club, Anstey Village Hall.

Doors open 7.30pm, film starts at 8.00 [page 5].

Fri 30™ + Sat
31 Oct

Yew Tree Alpacas ‘Early Bird’ Christmas Shop, 10.30am —4.30pm [page 4].

Mon 9" Nov

Anstey Parish Council Meeting, Anstey Village Hall, 7.30pm [page 5].

Tue 10 Nov

Quiz Night at The Black Horse, Brent Pelham [see page 9].

Wed 11" Nov

Anstey Chapel Cakes & Coffee, 10.30 — midday [page 5].

Fri 13" Nov

Anstey ‘pop-up’ Film & Social Club, Anstey Village Hall.
Doors open 7.30pm, film starts at 8.00 [page 5].

Sat 28" Nov

Brent Pelham Christmas Market, 11.00am — 3.00pm [page 9].

For Church & Chapel services, see pages 5 and 12.

Editor: David Oxley, 2 Castle Cottages, Anstey SG9 OBW
oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 07802 733398

Please send your local news to:
Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rimo2@btinternet.com (Anstey)
Shirley Lacy — Shirley.lacyl0@gmail.com (Brent Pelham)
Mike West — mikewest181@hotmail.com (Meesden)

The Newsletter is printed by Sharpe Print,
Buntingford SG9 9AZ.
Telephone: 07860 859126 il y
Email: sales@sharpeprint.co.uk

Changes to the British countryside

Deadline for the next edition:
Tuesday 10*" November

(Private Eye)
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GOOD GARDENING

Garden tips and ideas for October and November

2026 has been another very dry summer, and gardens
everywhere are looking rather sad. However, after the
recent rain the grass and some plants are starting to
recover, so all is not lost. The general advice seems to
be not to dig plants out yet, but wait and see what
survives. Although the days are beginning to shorten
there are still plenty of jobs to do in the garden in
preparation for the coming year.

«* October is the ideal month to plant tulip
bulbs. Plant 15-20cms depth, 10-15cms apart.
The deeper planting helps stabilise tall
varieties and reduces the need for staking.
'Crocus' and 'Sarah Raven' have a wide range
of different tulip varieties for you to buy on
line. 'Darwin hybrid' (20cms) are the most
reliable perennial tulip and 'Species tulips'
(10cms) naturalise well and return every year.

%+ Garlic requires a cold period to help develop
its cloves, so plant now for a successful crop
next summer. Buy bulbs from a garden centre
or online supplier.

@

+» Don't be too quick to dispose of used tomato
grow bags lying in your greenhouse. By
cutting open the bags and exposing the
compost, try growing winter salad. Varieties
such as 'lamb’s lettuce' and 'winter
butterhead' are ideal to grow in the colder
months.

**» Now is a good time to lift, divide and replant
perennial plants while the soil is still warm.
The roots will have a chance to establish if
done now, particularly if we have another hot
summer in 2027!

** November is the ideal time to plant bare-
rooted hedging plants. Native hedging mixes
are readily available in garden centres, and
online, and are excellent for wildlife.

Having recently visited the RHS gardens at Hyde Hall,
Essex, here are two plants that were looking good in
their dry garden at this time of year.

Zauschneria (California fuchsia 'Ed Carman’)

A compact woody shrub with narrow grey/green
leaves and bright orange/scarlet tubular flowers in
late summer and autumn. Likes full sun, well-drained
soil and is drought tolerant once established. Height

and spread
50cms. Trim
back in early
spring, take soft
wood cuttings
and overwinter
in the
greenhouse.
Suitable for the
edge of a border.

Pennisetum villosum 'White ladies'
A perennial grass forming tufted clumps of narrow
arching green foliage with soft, cylindrical, creamy-
white spikes, from midsummer to autumn. Likes full

: ; @@F @ sunand well-
& # 8 drained soil.
Height and
spread 60cms.
Remove dead
foliage and older
flower stems in
s spring. Drought
i tolerant once
established.

Why not consider joining the RHS next year and enjoy
visiting their many shows and gardens available to
members? You will also receive a monthly magazine
with a wealth of information, including help and
advice to keep your gardens looking their best. The
subscription would make an ideal Christmas present!

Happy gardening, Wendy Hillier.

THE BENEFICE ‘GOOD NEIGHBOURS’
SCHEME

A reminder that local volunteers are
available to drive you and help you, should
you require it. If you need a lift to a
hospital, or a doctor’s surgery, or help with
the shopping or with any other tasks, just
give us aring on 01763 848536.

Please try to give advance notice, as same-
day trips are rarely possible.

Patricia Hamilton
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ANSTEY CHURCH HARVEST FESTIVAL AND LUNCH

We were blessed with a beautiful day for this year’s
Harvest Festival on 30" August. During a well-
attended Family Service in church, Robert Barker
reported on a very tough year for farmers, due to the
extreme heat and lack of rain. He also told us all
about the Charolais cattle looked after by David and
Louise Barker, and it was heartening to hear how well
they are doing.

The collection taken during the service came to £339,
to be shared equally between Water Aid and the
Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution. Also, tinned
and packet food items were donated for the
Buntingford Food Bank.

Following the service, between forty and fifty people
attended the Harvest Lunch in the Village Hall and
enjoyed delicious food and good company. Many
thanks to all who helped organise, cook and clear up.

At the lunch Revd James was bidden ‘bon voyage’ as
he would soon be leaving for a European pilgrimage,
following in the footsteps of St Paul, at the start of his
three-month sabbatical. All wished him well for this
period of travel and study leave. James will be back in
the Benefice for the start of the Advent season at the
end of November.

Best wishes and a fond farewell were also expressed
to Ann Grimsdale who, after almost 50 years living in
Anstey, is moving to pastures new in Eye, Suffolk. Ann
has been such a good friend and colleague to many of
us in the village, and has given tremendous service to
the community as a member of the Parochial Church
Council (where she held the positions of Treasurer
and later Churchwarden) and the Fair Committee (as
Treasurer and Secretary). Ann, you will be hugely
missed by us all, but we wish you a long and happy life
in your new home and — be warned — we will be
visiting!

Ali Cossor

Ann writes:

‘We moved to Anstey in November 1977. | have spent
my whole adult life up to now in the village, and |
could not have asked for better neighbours and
friends. | will miss village life, but | am now embarking
on a new chapter as a Suffolk townie!”

ANSTEY FAIR — THE FINAL TALLY

The final tally for Anstey Fair, which took place on
Sunday 5 July, was well over £7,000 — a magnificent
effort! This money will go to support Anstey Church,
the Village Hall, Anstey Chapel and Anstey School.

ANSTEY PLANT SALE

So far this year we have raised £320, which will be
divided between St George's Church and Ukrainian
medical charities. Now that the weather is more
suitable for gardening, we will be having a variety of
plants for sale again. Many thanks to all who have
supported us.

Jenny, Wendy and Jan

REMEMBERING MARY PEARCE

Sadly we report the death of Mary Pearce. Mary lived
in Roding House with her husband Anthony for many
years. She later moved to Buntingford after the death
of Anthony, but came back to Anstey often. Mary died
on 18th August and her funeral was in St George’s
Church on 8th September. She was a great character
and will be much missed by her family and friends.

Jackie Godfrey

—

Anstey Village Hall
For Celebrations, Parties, Children’s Parties
Dances, Clubs, Bands, Meetings,
and Sports & Fitness Activities
Hall can accommodate 60 to 100 seated * Kitchen  Car Parking

To hire the hall contact:
Ruth Hart: 01763 849724 E: ruth hart9 @btinternet.com

www.ansteyvillage .co.uk/hall
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FUNDRAISING QUIZ FOR ANSTEY CHURCH

It's time to get the little grey cells working again for
Anstey Church’s Quiz Night in the Village Hall on
SATURDAY 17" OCTOBER! Doors open at 7 pm and
Quizmaster Supremo Edward Burton starts firing his
guestions promptly at 7.30 pm. Teams ideally of 6-8,
but there is some flexibility.

Entry £12 per head, to include a ploughman’s supper.
There will be a bar and raffle. Please bring some cash
(including coins) if possible, but there will also be an
electronic payment machine in operation. All profits
will go to the running and preservation of Anstey
Church.

Please let Jenny Goymour (01763 — 848271, email
goymour@hotmail.com) or Alison Cossor (01763 —
848479, email alicossor@gmail.com) know if you
would like to get a team together or join a team on
the night.

Alpacas

Friday 30th and Saturday 31st October

EARLY BIRD CHRISTMAS SHOP
10.30am-4.30pm

Relaox and enjoy homemade cakes
and coffee in the Early Bird Café

ALSO, don’t miss your chance to

MEET AND FEED OUR
FRIENDLY ALPACA BOYS

Timed visits at 11am, 12 noon and 1pm
on each day
Bookable online: Adulis £12
Children (6 years+) £6

Visit www.yewtireealpacas.co.uk for details

Yew Tree Alpacas
Anstey, Near Buntingford, Hertfordshire SG9 ODA
1: 01763 848257 E: info@yewtreealpacas.co.uk

NEW ARRIVAL

Congratulations to Gemma and Jack Berry on the birth
of their daughter Daphne Isobel, weighing 6 |bs 14 oz
on the 3™ of September!
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ANSTEY

~ &) ANSTEY FIRST SCHOOL

Learning beyond the curriculum from Pre-school to Year 4.
¥ “a calm, welcoming and nurturing school”
“Pupils achieve, belong and thrive in a school that
places their wellbeing and happiness at the centre.’;
Ofsted, April 2026

To arrange your visit
call 01763 848 346
anstey.herts.sch.uk
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b Nurture, creativity, community: happy children learning. :
ofsted % J

'.cm;,*r,’ /g I

ANSTEY FIRST SCHOOL AUTUMN UPDATE
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Read our report -+
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The school year has started with energy, smiles and
enthusiasm! It has been lovely being back in school
with all the children.

Our first week has been focused on learning about
healthy eating and nutrition. We are committed to
learning far beyond the reaches of the national
curriculum, and it was wonderful to see the children
developing cooking skills that they can use all through
their lives. The highlight of the week was an Italian
Feast! Fledglings made insalata tricolore, with
mozzarella and tomatoes, Little Owls served up some
beautiful looking focaccia, and Wise Owls made us
penne pasta with a roasted vegetable sauce.
Bellissima! All the children loved trying their
homemade food.

Richard McKelvey, Head Teacher

SPORT & EXERCISE CLASSES AT THE VILLAGE HALL

A reminder that there are four weekly classes in the
Village Hall:

Tai Chi: Mondays 2.00 —3.00 pm [£3]

Table Tennis: Wednesdays 9.30 — 10.30 am [£3]
Carpet Bowls: Wednesdays 7.00 - 9.00 pm [£3]
Yoga: Thursdays 9.30 — 10.30 am [£6]

Beginners are always welcome, and the first ‘taster’
session is free. Thereafter, it’s ‘pay as you go.’ For
more details, email:

dikellett@btinternet.com - Tai Chi
oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk - table tennis
janpled@gmail.com - carpet bowls
oxleykn@vyahoo.co.uk - yoga
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ANSTEY ‘POP-UP’ FILM & SOCIAL CLUB

On Friday 18" September we showed EPiC: Elvis
Presley in Concert. Our next two films will be shown
on Friday 23™ October and Friday 13" November.

All members should receive an email in advance, with
full details of the next film to be shown - please check
your Junk / Spam folder if you can’t seem to find it!
Membership is £15 per annum, which allows free
entry to up to 9 films throughout the year. New
members can always join on the night, or contact
colingsmith@gmail.com in advance.

Guests are always welcome, entry £4.

ANSTEY CHAPEL NEWS AND UPDATE

Everyone is very welcome at our Harvest Festival
service on Sunday 27" September at 10.30am, with
cakes and coffee afterwards. This will include a
harvest report from a local farmer and a harvest
display. If you like to bring an item of local produce for
the display it would be very welcome.

Halloween - In the week leading up to Halloween the
Chapel will have several window displays with
messages of Light, Love and Hope. Do take a look
when walking past, and if you’ve never been in the
Chapel you are welcome to take a look inside.

Services - October and November services will be held
at 10.30am on the following Sunday mornings;

October 4t 11t & 25t
November 1%, 8t 22nd & 29t

Our Chapel Cakes and Coffee is a lovely get together
on the second Wednesday of each month. The next
dates are Wednesday 14" October and Wednesday
11th November, 10.30 -12 midday. This is a chance to
chat, make new friends and enjoy home-made cakes
and coffee/tea (no charge) in a lovely, peaceful
environment. All ages welcome, arrive anytime from
10.30 onwards.

If you’d like more details or would just like a chat
please do call our Anstey Chapel contacts Stephen
Wylie (Tel 07979 537689) or David Tweedale (Tel
07970963666).

PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Monday 215t
September can be found on the village website at
www.ansteyvillage.co.uk .

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on
Monday 9'" November at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.
All parishioners are welcome to attend.

THURSDAY BRIDGE CLUB

You are welcome to join us at the Thursday Bridge
Club, every Thursday from 2-4 pm in the Blind Fiddler.
All standards are welcome, £2 per head including tea
and biscuits. No need to book, just turn up for a warm
welcome.

Jan Pledger

DEFIBRILLATOR

The Anstey defibrillator is located outside The Blind
Fiddler, just to the left of the entrance porch. The
code to open the cabinet is 3456.

If you’re dealing with a cardiac arrest, and
administering CPR, there’s a WhatsApp group which
members can use to request the defibrillator. Another
member of the group, if available, can then offer to
deliver it. If you wish to join the group (which
currently has 25 members) please text the Editor on
07802 733398.

There is also a defibrillator at Anstey School, available
to the public from 8 till 5 during term time. It’s located
in the school office.

KEEP IN TOUCH - ANSTEY SOCIAL MEDIA

EMAIL - ANSTEYLINK village group:
ansteylink@gaggle.email

The group is managed by Sarah Cruise — contact
cruise.s@icloud.com to join.

FACEBOOK: Anstey and Meesden Community Group.
The administrator is Gemma Jacobs.

‘ " The Clinic

Leah Claydon

B5¢, MRCoP, FRCPM, MFPM RCPS
BSc [Hons] Lic Ac, MBACC

Podiatrist & Acupuncturist

01763 772502
www.leahclaydon.com

30+ years experience
HCPC Registered
Two Twits Barns, Anstey 5G9 OFD
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Chiropractors
Osteopaths
Physiotherapy
Sports Massage
Audiology
Chiropody
Hypnotherapy
Speech Therapy
Biomechanics
Acupuncture
Counsellors
Reformer Pilates

EMDR Therapy

L= 27 High St Buntingford 01763 87 80 87

ﬁ%my%@%j

~ French Polishing
~ Floor sanding and refinishing
~ Restoration of old floors

07790 696631 ~ howespolishing@gmail.com
www.ahowespolishingandflooring.co.uk

THE ANNEXE AT MILLHAVEN

Enjoy stunning views from our ground floor one bedroom self
contained annexe. Set in 6 acres of gardensand paddocksin
the village of Anstey. Secure parking behind electric gates.
Dogs welcome.

More photos and detailson Airbnb.

Enquiries or bookings - contact Simone on 07973 745983 or
simone.debruyker@hotmail.co.uk

Don Weston Electrics

RIQES EREZ
DOMESTIC

Local, reliable service at reasonable rates
All domestic electrical work undertaken
and most general maintenance

NO JOB TOO SMALL

07476 399007

www.facebook.com/donwestonelectrics

donweston1208@gmail.com

@)

1. FTLACK'S CHAIR CAMIIG

Chair caning repairs and restorations
based in Barley, Hertfordshire

All types of natural rattan caning on
chairs, stools, sofa, drop ins etc...

Danish cord, rush seating,
small upholstery items, drop ins,
dining chairs, stools, cushions ete...

Millie Flack

Mobile: 07904 204 103
Email: m.flackschaircaning@gmail.com

: m.flackschaircaning

Nuthampstead Airfield

SG8 8LR
Email: nicky@clayshoot.biz
Clay Target Shooting
Corporate Events
Family Gatherings, Stag/Hen Parties
One to one tuition
Pre-Game Coaching
Cartridges & Gift Vouchers

Olympic Trap, Olympic Skeet, Universal Trench, Sporting



Anstey Grove Barn I

Beautiful converted barn in Anstey
available for self catering.

6 double/twin bedrooms, all en-suite

Large lounge, dining room, fully equipped c 0 m p u t e r H E L P
kitchen
Private contained garden with patios

ideal for wedding guests, visiting family etc I n YO ur O wn H ome

www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk

contact:
enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk
01763 848828

Contact Tracy
07521 977 997

DN www.rebootitsolutions.co.uk
DESIGN NATION

We don't just sell kitchens & bedrooms -
we tailor unique designs & bring them to life

www.dnation.co.uk

REDTAIL PEST CONTROL
For All Your Pest Control Needs

All Pest Species Dealt With
BPCA (1&2) Qualified
LONDON TRAINED
Member of the NPTA

- Very Reasonable Prices
27, ///// | \\e CRB checked

@ enquiries@dnation.co.uk

Contact JAMES ROSE
01279 777279 MOB: 07807429843
5 www.redtailpestcontrol.com
Local Specialist & Manufacturer

email: red.tail. 1st@gmail.com

Free Consultation & Planning Service

ENGINEERING

LOCAL FAMILY-RUN GARAGE BUSINESS
WITH GOOD SERVICE

Saab & Land Rover Specialists
ALL OTHER MAKES WELCOME

* MOT testing ® Servicing ® Tyres
* Diagnostics ® Air Conditioning
* FREE Courtesy Cars Available

[REmtaE)|Sim
FOR ALL YOUR VAN AND CAR RENTALS

_1AIC WEBB

T W W WP SCAFFOLDING LTD
MARK WEBB

Director

@ 07929 077481

© enquiries@webbscaffolding.com
@ @Webbscaffoldingltd

© @Webbscaffoldingltd

Stones Cross, Hare Street,
Nr. Buntingford, Herts SG9 ODY

Tel: 01763 289 521

et HE caui: DR
Wi :
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Compiled and presented by Shirley Lacy

HERTS & ESSEX COUNTRY FAIR
The Park, Brent Pelham, Sunday 23" August

This summer was provisionally the UK's warmest
summer since records began in 1884, heavily
impacting Hertfordshire with severe heatwaves and
drought conditions. In the lead-up to the fair the grass
in The Park was very brown. Luckily some rain came a
few days before the fair, which helped reduce the fire
risk a little... Fortunately, the day of the Country Fair
was sunny and people came from miles around. The
heavy horses were a great attraction.

1YYy

Steve Reynolds was the commentator in the Main
Ring. Events included falconry, gun dogs, dog
behaviour, foxhounds, bassets, beagles, a
demonstration by K9 Unity dog training and a parade
of vintage tractors. There were also a record number
of trade stands and displays, traditional games, and a
funfair for children.

Many thanks to the Fair for supporting St Mary the
Virgin Church, Essex & Herts Air Ambulance, Khandel
Light and other local charities.

VILLAGE HALL TENT

Thanks to all who helped
with the Village Hall tea
tent this year at the
Country Fair. All help
from erecting and
dismantling the tent,
setting up tables and
chairs, flowers, cake
making and serving with s
a smile is very, very much appreC|ated| A huge sum
was once again raised to keep our lovely village hall

going.

Jackie, Erica and Lizzie
BETH FEATHERSTONE CELEBRATES HER 90"

Beth celebrated her 90™"
birthday on Tuesday, 25
August. Her flowers were
from the Village Hall
Committee.

Drinks at Beeches were
followed by dinner with her
family to celebrate.

KATE HINCH’S WING WALK FOR ABBIE’S ARMY,
239 AUGUST

Congratulations to Kate Hinch, who has raised over
£9,000 doing a Wing Walk, or rather a Wing Sit on the
plane from Ethel Dares. Abbie’s Army is a leading
charity that funds research into childhood brain
cancer. DIPG (Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma) is an
aggressive and inoperable brain tumour that primarily
affects children, usually between the ages of 5 and 10.
Children diagnosed with DIPG are typically given a life
expectancy of 9-12 months.

You can donate at www.justgiving.com/page/kate-
hinch-1?utm medium=FR&utm source=CL
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FAMILY FUN DAY, BLACK HORSE, 5'" SEPTEMBER SOCIAL MEDIA

The Brent Pelham community WhatsApp group
(Village People) is administered by Hazel Norris
(07850 092437) and Miro (07812 174646). To join the
Brent Pelham birds WhatsApp group, message Dave
Bromage on 07545 252191.

To add/change your name to the village email
The Black Horse held a great family fun day with a distribution list, send a blank email

variety of children’s games, face painting, a bouncy to frasermurray@me.com with your name and
castle, craft stalls and a BBQ. address in the header. Facebook pages: The Pelhams

or Brent Pelham Village Community Group.

UPCOMING VILLAGE EVENTS

Black Horse pub quiz nights — now easier Brent Pelham Village Hall
Test your trivia knowledge at the pub quiz at the Black A lovely old unique building with good acoustics,
Horse, with quizmaster Dave Bromage. £3 per person excellent bar and catering facilities. A great
to enter, and a £50 bar tab up for grabs for the place for all your parties and meetings.
winners. Now (slightly) easier! (Free to BP residents).
Next dates: Tuesday 13™ Oct, Tuesday 10" Nov. e Licensed for up to 120 people.
e Fast Wi-Fiinternet broadband.
‘ e (rockery & cutlery also available.
%{“‘ % For further details and to book email:
beth.featherstone@btinternet.com,
Chrislons [rarbel,
SATURDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2026 EOTCONTE o
PILATES %
CERTFED TEACHER W

FROM 11 AM TILL 3 PM

BRENT PELHAM VILLAGE HALL & CHURCH, SG9 { V/[Oy (%m

. ‘.; o~
Monday evening 7.30-8.30pm
Friday morning 9.15-10.15am

Book your block of classes
today! Spaces limited.
Mixed ability - all levels
welcome

+

@ Brent Pelham Village Hall

Faye Yorke Pilates
07922130880
Higginsfaye@hotmail.com

Services Provided B
O
¢ All aspects of carpentry and joinery. e
* Period property restoration.
. * Purpose made cabinets. /(thy?
) . 8 e——— * Bespoke storage solutions. )
/ &
\v O O C] 2 C] t e * Kitchen fitting and manufacture. Q.Ellaﬁ
= « Internal and external work undertaken. N’
st 1997 i 35+ Years
v * Property maintenance. Experience
[oks 2410}
4 o 4 Russell Long ph 2]
INE® : :
Phone: 07711324667 ot

Email: russell@woodgatejoinery.com

9
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As | write we have just had some heavy rain, but as we
all know, the summer has been exceptionally dry,
something apparently we may have to get used to. All
the village ponds dried up, apart from a residual ‘wee’
puddle next to Steve and Danielle by the green. Like
last year, both ponds at Puddles Barn were completely
dry and reminiscent of pictures from Sub Saharan
Africa, though perhaps the vegetation on the bank
was a still bit lush!

Dried up pond at Puddles Barn
Interestingly, as the pond dried, the mud fragmented
into large pieces, but as drying continued these
subdivided into smaller fragments. Doubtless there is
some interesting physics relating degree of mud
hydration and size and shape of the fragments ... if
you like that sort of thing!

View, just before harvest, looking across the
fields in the Anstey direction, near Manor Farm.

Wilfrid writes about the changing methods of harvest:
“The idea of a revolution has had many iterations;
French, Russian, and Tech are the ones that come to
most people’s minds, however there is one affecting
us all living in the countryside that has been ongoing
since the middle of the 19th century and before.
Those who were lucky enough to go to the Country

10

Fair would have seen one of the earliest drivers of this
ongoing Agricultural Revolution. This was the Sail
Reaper, a machine originally pulled by a couple horses
with a driver that could mow ten acres in a day,
whereas a man with a scythe, a single acre.

The ongoing march has been relentless; after the
reaper, then the binder, followed by the drawn
combine harvester and then the combine itself, which
has changed out of all recognition since its inception,
so that a combination of reaping and threshing in one
machine can now be minutely adjusted from the
driver’s seat. Prior to the combine, the threshing was
done usually by a contractor; an operation requiring
at least a dozen men, the steam engine and the belt-
driven threshing machine. The latest combines can
harvest up to 200 acres in a day with the combine
driver and two tractors and trailers, whereas the last
owned combine at Meesden Bury, on a very good day,
would have managed 44 acres - this would have been
in 1987. For a glimpse into the ongoing next stage of
the revolution, see Clarkson’s Farm — a must-see
episode on Robotic Machinery.

The next harvesting stage, needless to say, is the
conditioning and storage of the harvested crop, a
process that too has been undergoing colossal
changes.”

MEESDEN VILLAGE HALL CLEAN UP

On August 1°t and September 5 village hall work
parties were held to give the hall a spring clean
(except it was summer / autumn!), tidy up and to
carry some maintenance and decoration. A band of
willing volunteers worked tirelessly, transforming the
rather grubby hall. Floors were swept and cleaned,
cobwebs (of which there were many) were removed
and curtains taken down and dusted. The hall itself

has developed a number of large cracks, some of
which appear to be full wall thickness. In addition,
there has clearly been some settlement of the porch,
(probably because of the extremely dry weather; see
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Ken’s comment below) because the gap between the
door and the frame had got to a point where the door
could still be opened, even though it was locked!

break. Photo: Trevor Hughes

Ken Newstead did a sterling job resetting the catch so
that the door now closes and locks as it should. Ken
also cleaned the patio, clearing the weeds and applied
wood preservative to the planter in memory of Fred
and Olive Fish (who used to live in the village) and the
outside picnic table. The outside looks brilliant!
Everyone’s efforts are much appreciated, but special
mention should also go to Julie Page (Lily’s daughter),
who painted the kitchen, so that, with the cleaned
floor (courtesy of Theresa and Susie / ‘Sooze’), the
kitchen looks SO MUCH BETTER.

Despite everyone’s hard work, there is still plenty
more to do, so Chris is organising another work party
day in November, (possibly the 14" — more details
later). If you have some time to spare on the day,
please come along.

MEESDEN PLANT SALES
As always, Elaine and Andrew’s plant stall has a
beautiful, colourful array. They write: “A very
challenging gardening summer, but somehow we
managed to keep most of our plants alive through the
extreme heat and drought. At its peak we had 30
different plants for sale at our garden gate. Now, since
the hosepipe ban, sales have dried up (ho ho!). Our

S natural ponds completely
dried out and deep
ravines have appeared
and all our mallard ducks
flew away looking for
water elsewhere.
However, late in August
our prayers were
answered with thunder,
lightning, heavy rain and
hail stones in
abundance, which

Look at the size of these
hailstones! Photo: Liz Tansley
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Andrew and Elaine’s garden after the hail

coated the ground like a carpet. One could hear the
garden sighing with relief, and the grass almost went
green overnight. So, we must remember, when it
starts to rain and does not stop for days, how much
we depend on it to keep everything alive, including us.
This year, besides giving some of the profits to our
church in Meesden and Cancer Research, we decided
to support victims of the earthquake disaster in
Venezuela and those affected by Nepal’s tsunami
flooding. A reminder of how fortunate we are.”

MYSTERY DRONE IN MEESDEN

Recently, Susie sighted a drone flying around above
their house. As Susie commented; “If the drone pilot
wanted to see what we were doing to the house and
garden, he / she could have knocked on the door and
asked!” One thought was the council might have used
a drone to inspect the footpath at the side of Dave
and Susie’s house, but Ken checked with the council,
and they don’t own any drones. So, the mystery of
who owns the drone remains!

THINGS ASTRONOMICAL

August was a rich month for astronomical
observations. On the 12" we had the solar eclipse that
occluded about 90% of
the sun. We were
coming back from
Scotland that day but
just got home in time
to hastily set up my
binoculars to project
the sun onto some
white paper to
photograph it. Also on that day, the Perseid meteor
shower was at its peak. | saw several around midnight
and tried to take some photos, but only captured an
occasional aeroplane!




INFORMATION FROM KEN NEWSTEAD

Meesden Defibrillator

A reminder about the Defibrillator in our Phone Box
(access code C159X). It’s there in case you or an
ambulance team ever need it.

E-Mail Information

The Parish Council receives emails that could be of
interest to all residents, which are forwarded to those
on the distribution list. If you don’t receive them and
would like to, please get in touch with Ken, who will
ensure that you get parish council communications.
(clerk@brentpelham-meesden-pc.org)

Brent Pelham & Meesden Parish Council

Our next Parish Council meeting will be at 7.30 pm on
Thursday 3™ December at Meesden Village Hall. We
welcome residents of our Parish to join any of our
informal meetings and share their views with the
Parish Councillors that run our small Council. There is
always a slot at the beginning of our Agenda to hear
your views.

Meesden Village Hall

You may have noticed that our village hall has several
cracks in the walls. These were reported to our insurer
to inspect and see if repairs are covered by our
insurance. The insurer sent a subsidence inspector to
examine the hall, and he concluded the damage was
primarily due to shrinkage of the clay subsoil that the
hall is built on, due to the recent dry weather and
close proximity of tree roots. They recommend that
trees adjacent to the hall are removed or reduced in
height and crowns thinned by 40%.

Further site investigations will also be carried out, in
the form of trial and borehole excavations to
determine the subsoil conditions and in an attempt to
recover roots. They have also proposed level
monitoring to determine degree and direction of
movements precisely. Provided the cause of
movement is addressed fairly quickly they anticipate
repairs will be implemented in the next twelve to
eighteen months.

St Mary’s, Meesden services

The Rev. James Sawyer is now on a 3-month
sabbatical, but services will continue at St Mary’s and
will be taken by visiting curates or the ministry team.

Holy Communion, 9:30am; 11" Oct., 8" Nov.
(Remembrance Sunday)
Service of Light, 5pm; 25" Oct., 22" Nov.
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Tiles for every need.

Bathroom, kitchen, conservatory and wet rooms.

01763 272838 | info@thetileshopbuntingford.co.uk

117 High Street, Buntingford, Hertfordshire, SG9 9AF

thetileshopbuntingford

www.timschimneys.co.uk
07791741860
01763 258185
info@timschimneys.co.uk

— TIMS -
HIMNEYS

Based in Buntingford

Chimney sweeps - log burner installations

Chimney repairs

Your local chimney sweep and stove installer
for over 15 years. Call today to get booked
in!

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT EDITION [Dec-Jan]:
TUESDAY 10™ NOVEMBER


mailto:clerk@brentpelham-meesden-pc.org

anstey Chapg)

HARVEST ™

Start 10.530am

A SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING
INCLUDING FARMER'S REPORT

If you would like to bring fruit or
u%etables for the harvest offering you
\ are very welcome

| |
Coffe\\e_ & Cakes after the serﬁc?r

SG9 O0BP.




MANICOTTI

Manicottt meany “little Sleeves”, instead of making pancakes; yow cowv us lawge

ridge tubes of pastov.
Recipe
50g plain flowr 2 eggs; beatesv
15ml olive oil % level tsp salt
100ml cold water
For the sauice
159 butter 225g minced turkey meat
400ml tomato- saurce
Fali
225g Ricottow or cottoge cheese 15ml grated Poarmesonv
Salt, pepper cheese
100g Moggzowellay, conrsely 1 egg beaten
grated
Method

1.

Beat together the flowr, eggs, ot and salt withva wooder sboovwuntil
they are well blended. Add the water and beat the batter wntil
smooth

. Bruwshv v small frying powv lightly withv oil and place onw moderate

heat.

. To- make pancakes, powr o small amount of batter into-the pan,

coat the bottom. Cook for about 30 seconds wntil the top is set and
dry and the underside browned. Repeat with remaining batter.

. Melt the butter inv v large frying pan, add the meat and cook it

wttl it iy well browned stirving occasionally. Stir invthe tomato-
sauce.

. Summer the meat sauice for 10 ming; thew spoonw one thivd of it

evenly over the base of o rousting tinw or ovenproof dish. Keep the
remaining sauce hot.

. Mix together the Ricottaw and Parmesar cheese, add the pepper,

salt and egg and, stir well,

. Spoow some of the cheese mixture down the centre of each pancake

and sprinkle over the Moggarella cheese.

. Fold the pancake sides over the fillling; so-that it completely

enclosed. Arrange the Manicottt seanm doww inv the tin

. Spoon the remaining sauce over the top and bake at 1900C, gas

mawk 5, for 30 ming or unth hot and bubbling.

Elaine Wyld - Swmptuous Soups and Vintage Cakes
Tel: 01763 289 738 / wu 07501 495 940
Facebook - Sumptuous Soupy and Vintage Cakes



