ANSTEY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL
ON MONDAY, 10™ NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7.30PM

Present: Andrew Marchant

David Oxley
Simon Bagnall
Amanda Parker
Jan Pledger

Members of the Public: Mark Parrott

Robert Cadwallader
Gemma Fry
Ann Grimsdale

County / District Councillors: None Present

Police:

None Present

Apologies: Clir House, DC Williamson and PC Leon De Bruyn.

Officer present: Caroline Jones (Clerk)
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Apologies received:

Apologies were received from Clir David House, DC Geoff Williamson and PCSO Leon De Bruyn.

Personal / Prejudicial Declarations

County Councillor Comments :

Meeting to be requested with the new County Councillor, Terry Smith to discuss 20mph speed signs and the Quarry.

Public Comments - None raised.

Police — no crime reported in Anstey.

Minutes from meeting held July 8™ September 2025.

The minutes were approved and the Chairman authorised to approve for the meeting held on 8" September 2025.
Small changes were requested at point 63.13 where some church items are within the school update, Clerk to amend.
Planning

High Hall Farm : 3/25/1309/HH : No comments raised.

St George’s End : 3/25/1204/FUL — 2 x 2-bed, 2x2-bed dwellings, associated parking/landscaping — AWAITING DECISION.
Two Twits : 3/25/1109/FUL — siting of a towable shepherd’s hut and log fired hot tub — AWAITING DECISION.

Bentley Cottage : 3/25/0839/HH — granted.

High Trees SG9 OBE : 3/24/1206/HH : APPEAL LODGED 19/11/24.

8 Moatside SG9 0DD : 3/24/0155/HH : APPEAL LODGED 23/04/24.

8 Moatside SG9 ODD : 3/23/2214/HH : APPEAL LODGED 25/04/24.

Finance

Summary of funds for this financial year approved and accepted.

Bank Reconciliation dated 10 November 2025 was accepted and approved.

Budget 2025/26

Precept has remained at £6,000 since the increase made from £4,750 in 2023.

Due to continued increased costs, support of the newsletter and village link, together with expected church funding,
it was agreed to increase the 2026-27 precept to £7,000.

This increase was voted in favour by all councillors precent and ratified as approved.

Payments for November and December were approved.
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Highways / Vegetation

Verges have been cut through the village and Mike Johnson has confirmed he will cut the hedges at the playing field.
A complaint was raised over the works at the top of Lincoln Hill and councillors were advised of a motorcylist’s near-
miss. Clerk to write to Cokenach (completed 20/11/25).

Advisory Speed Signs were discussed due to concerns at the corner and bridge by the playing fields.

It was noted that Highways will not allow a visibility mirror to be installed.

A reduction of hedge heights was considered — Chair to review.

Asset of Community Value

Further to an email received from Revd James Sawyer with regards to making The Three Tuns an asset of community
value, it was agreed that the PH is well supported and is not required at this time. Chair to write to Rev Sawyer.

64.11 Flooding

64.11

64.12

64.13
64.14

64.15
64.16

64.17

64.18

64.19
64.20
64.21

a) The Well —no issues reported.

b) Silkmead — no issues reported.

c) Cave Gate —flooded halfway across the carriageway today after the downpour and remained unresolved.

Litter Bins / Litter Update

Existing school and playing field bins have been removed.

Bins are being emptied regularly, Clir Oxley was thanked for continuing to maintain the Well bin.

Playing Field

Hedges will be cut.

Church

School / St George’s End Parking

Following an assessment by an Arboricultural Consultant, the large Beech Tree at the front of the churchyard will need
to be felled. Both the Diocese and local authority will be consulted, and Shire Trees, Melbourn will carry out the works
over a 5-day period. School to be informed and parishioners will receive updates on the works.

School Parking - nothing to highlight.

Village Hall

4 regular classes continue at the Hall; Tai Chi, Carpet Bowls, Yoga and Table Tennis.

A new Table Tennis class is booked to Mar-26 via Barley Tennis Club.

The new projector is working well with no further issues.

Next Fundraising Event : Music Event on 29" November — any attendees should confirm for catering.

Lighting in the hall have been replaced, carpark light due to be repaired.

Newsletter

Deadline for copy is today, with the next newsletter due end of November.

Anstey Quarry

Burning and activity continues onsite.

With no attendance from the Herts CC at this meeting, the Chair will arrange a private meeting with CC Terry Smith
and Clir Oxley to discuss this and the advisory speed signage in the village.

Defibrillator — all working and tested.

Correspondence Received — shared with the Councillors, no comments.

Any other Business

64.21.1 It was confirmed a wreath will be laid by the Parish Council at the War Memorial, together with one from the church.

60.22

A query as to why a British Legion wreath is not laid which is arranged at Buntingford — parishioner to investigate.
Future Items /Matters Carried Forward :

60.22.1 Laptop performance continues to be monitored — to be cleaned/checked by Oops! IT if needed.

60.23

Next Meeting : to be held at the village hall on Monday, 12" January 2026 commencing at 7.30pm.
Dates have been circulated.

Meeting closed at 8.15 pm.
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