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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL  
ON MONDAY, 12TH JANUARY 2026 AT 7.30PM 

  

Present: Andrew Marchant 
 David Oxley  
  Simon Bagnall 
 Amanda Parker 
 Jan Pledger 
 

Members of the Public:  Liz Bagnall    Robert Cadwallader 
 Nick Coote    Lester Crowson, Meesden 

Tara Dear     Michael Davidson 
 Gemma Fry    Ann Grimsdale 
 Gus Goymour    Kate Hurst 
 Dave Kellett     Hayley Johnson 
 Brenda Martin, Meesden   Norman Marston 
 Patti Marston    Caroline Metcalf 
 Kate Oxley    Martin Southam 
 Tony Southam, Stocking Pelham  Graham Whitbread 

Lynne Whitbread 
 

County / District Councillors: DC Geoffrey Williamson 
 

Police: None Present 
 

Apologies: Cllr David House, PCSO Leon De Bruyn 
 

Officer present: Caroline Jones (Clerk) 
 

65.1 Apologies received:  CC David House, PCSO Leon De Bruyn. 
65.2 Personal / Prejudicial Declarations 
65.3 MP Chris Hinchliff 

DISCUSSION POINT 65.11 VILLAGE SEWERAGE DISCUSSION : 
Issues with Clarion Homes regarding private sewerage agreements have arisen due to significant increases in charges 

this year, despite previously steady fees. Some former council properties are now privately owned, while others remain 

rented. Clarion Housing manages the septic tanks, with deeds requiring owners to pay a contribution towards 

emptying and repairs, as determined by surveyors. 
 

There are unexplained and unjustified charge increases, such as at Castle Cottages, where fees rose from £22.25 to 

£180. Similar concerns exist at Lincoln Hill, where charges increased by 400%, from £23.78 to £103.78. Clarion sold 

these properties through EHDC but retained responsibility for sewerage provision, including properties sold to private 

owners. 
 

Clarion assumed responsibility for sewerage works without owning the infrastructure, a situation mirrored at Meesden 

and Stocking Pelham. Despite multiple complaints, communication remains poor, with residents receiving only 

spreadsheets and no clear explanations. Village-wide costs have risen, inconsistent with typical repair-related charges. 

Management fees are limited to a small percentage of costs, and purchasers must be informed annually by March. 

However, no formal contracts or clear service agreements appear in property deeds, leading to confusion and lack of 

transparency. For example, Meesden’s deeds lack any sewerage service mention, and during wet weather, emptying 

tanks can take hours, incurring high charges. Charges have increased from £99 to £595 annually, though some were 
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reduced to £200 after review, service charges of £100 have been requested to be itemised, but Clarion lacked a 

dedicated department or contact person. Multiple sewerage systems operate across villages, complicating 

management. 
 

Attempts to contact responsible parties, including Affinity Water and the Housing Association, have gone unanswered. 

The situation is disorganised, with some fees collected from only one parishioner at Jubilee Cottages. 
 

MP Hinchliff agreed to engage with Clarion and encouraged more constituents to raise concerns to strengthen their 

position. It was clear that many leasehold properties suffer from vague terms, allowing Clarion to impose charges 

without clear limits. Parishioners confirmed Clarion owned the sewerage works, but systems varied across villages, 

with inconsistent billing practices. 
 

MP Hinchliff planned to speak with a Managing Director at Clarion to clarify these issues. A resident confirmed there 

was no sewerage service details in her deeds, and no consistent documentation across properties. Some purchase 

contracts include historic paperwork individualised to previous owners, but the lack of formal agreements allows 

ongoing charge increases. 
 

As a private company, Clarion is not subject to Freedom of Information requests, limiting transparency. Councillor 

Oxley agreed to coordinate parishioners' emails with MP Hinchliff, who will request a meeting with Clarion. A clear list 

of key questions and copies of bills from affected residents was requested to support this engagement. 
 

DISCUSSION POINT 65.12 ANSTEY QUARRY : 
The Quarry had planning permission until 2018 to operate and extract chalk, followed by two years to restore the site 

to agricultural land. Buildings were to be removed, and the land to be topsoiled and levelled to a specified height. 

However, in recent years, the site was leased to tenants who introduced various materials, raising the land level by 

approximately 4 meters above the approved finish. 
 

After 3-4 years of complaints, this breach of condition led to enforcement action. The quarry ceased operating, and 

the site was sold two years ago. Although an enforcement notice was issued by the County Council against the previous 

owners, it did not transfer to the new owners upon sale. It was expected that the CC would issue a new enforcement 

notice to ensure compliance, but the council has been uncooperative, stating they need to engage with the new 

owners to understand their plans. 
 

The new owners have expressed willingness to comply with planning enforcement and reduce the land height. 

Meanwhile, the site remains somewhat active with ongoing business operations, dumping, existing building use, and 

fires being burned. An Environmental Agency license is required before any site clearance can occur, a process 

estimated to take two years. 
 

MP Hinchliff has been in contact with the Environmental Agency, who visited the site, observed activities, and spoken 

with the owners. Although waste has been tipped on site, the agency found no immediate risk and cited financial 

constraints as a reason for not removing the waste. The agency continues to monitor the situation and is actively 

involved. 
 

Questions remain as to why the enforcement notice was applied only to the previous owners and not the new owners, 

especially since the site was purchased with conditions attached. The CC has indicated that since the new owners 

intend to comply, they have not issued a new enforcement notice. It is also noted that operating on site without the 
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required license is not permitted.  MP Hinchliff has yet to liaise directly with the CC and requests that all 

communications be shared to facilitate follow-up. Reports of late-night lighting and burning on site was noted. 
 

The breach of condition notice has not been enforced to compel the new owners to submit a new planning application. 

Water testing has not detected any harmful substances, though concerns remain about waste mixing with chalk and 

potential damage to the water table, however recent assessments found no immediate risk. 
 

The original enforcement notice was issued against Hugh Kemsley and Winters, but the business was sold. Questions 

arose as to why enforcement was levied against individuals rather than the business or land. 
 

MP Hinchliff agreed to review the planning conditions, enforcement status, and ongoing site activities, and will 

communicate with the planning department to seek resolution and provide support. 
 

General Q&A :  
Damage to the verges at Lincoln Hill has been acknowledged by Pretoria Energy. Their contracts manager in Wisbech 

has accepted responsibility, confirmed that the verges will be reinstated, and offered apologies. Repair work cannot 

proceed while conditions remain too wet for heavy vehicles. The situation was made worse by Thames Water activity, 

and although some levelling has been attempted, the machinery pushed the verge out too far. Full reinstatement is 

still required. 

Changes to firearms licensing, MP Hinchliff has requested further information on this subject. A new consultation is 

underway, and there is continued pressure to secure improvements. Additional resources are being invested, 

reflecting clear feedback from previous consultations. 

Local Government reorganisation, the Government intends to abolish district, borough and county councils by May 

2028, replacing them with a number of unitary authorities. Elections are expected in May 2027 which will form shadow 

authorities ahead of a 12-month transition. A regional mayor is also anticipated, with responsibility for policing, fire 

services and wider strategic functions. Eastern Hertfordshire may form part of a new combined authority, though the 

final configuration remains uncertain. 
 

Questions were raised about the value and influence of public consultation. Turnout figures are not yet known, but 

responses will help shape proposals alongside input from county and district councils. Decisions on whether to create 

two, three or four unitaries will be influenced by population distribution. Current wards are based on populations of 

around 2,200 residents. Under the new structure, the number of councillors is expected to fall from 78 county 

councillors and around 500 district and borough councillors to roughly 200 in total, significantly increasing each 

councillor’s area of responsibility. 
 

MP Hinchliff noted that previous consultations in North Hertfordshire saw turnout as low as 1%. If a four-unitary model 

were chosen, Royston and the rural northern wards could be transferred to East Herts and Broxbourne. A Hertfordshire 

Mayor is considered likely. He emphasised that decisions should reflect not only population and financial viability but 

also the importance of maintaining strong local connections. Drawing on his experience as a district councillor, he 

argued that a single councillor handling all local authority matters would reduce confusion between district and county 

responsibilities. He also highlighted that current remuneration levels in East and North Herts limit the role to those 

who are retired or able to fit it around full-time work, despite the large populations represented. A smaller number of 

better-resourced councillors could provide more effective representation. 
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MP Hinchliff added that, following years of financial pressure on district councils—where around 70% of budgets are 

spent on waste contracts—there is a case for questioning the value of maintaining separate district identities. 

Public Question : Why the County Councillor was not in attendance this evening 
It was confirmed that he would be attending. 

65.4 County Councillor Comments :  Not present. 
District Councillor Comments 

 Local government reorganisation is being mandated for Hertfordshire, following similar moves in Buckinghamshire 

and other areas that have already transitioned to unitary authorities. Neither county nor district councils support the 

change, citing concerns that each new authority will be responsible for up to three times the current population, 

creating unrealistic pressures on services and effectively ending the existing model of local government. Over the next 

three to four years, significant work will be required to plan for new staffing structures, resources and premises. The 

financial impact is expected to be broadly cost-neutral. While the current division of responsibilities between county 

and district councils can cause confusion, a single authority would simplify accountability. Town and parish councils 

will continue to operate under the new arrangements. 

65.5 Public Comments As per item 65.3. 

65.6 Police – one crime reported in Anstey. Residents were reminded to be extra vigilant. 

65.7 Minutes from meeting held July 10th November 2025. 

Following alterations to item 64.8.3 to correct misspelling and 64.13 and 64.14 had incorrect headings, the minutes 
were approved and the Chairman authorised to approve for the meeting held on 10th November 2025. 

65.8 Planning 
65.8.1 High Hall Farm : 3/25/1309/HH : Conversion of outbuildings to create ancillary bedroom, home office and a gym/play room, 

insertion of roof lights – comments due by 18/11/25.  WITHDRAWN 24/11/25. 
65.8.2 St George’s End : 3/25/1204/FUL – 2 x 2-bed, 2x2-bed dwellings, associated parking and landscaping. AWAITING DECISION. 
65.8.3 Two Twits : 3/25/1109/FUL – siting of a towable shepherd’s hut and log fired hot tub – WITHDRAWN 10/11/25. 

65.8.4 8 Moatside SG9 0DD : 3/24/0155/HH : APPEAL LODGED 23/04/24.  
65.8.5 8 Moatside SG9 0DD : 3/23/2214/HH : APPEAL LODGED 25/04/24. 
65.8.6 Flint Cottage SG9 0PA : 3/25/1721/VAR : variation to the condition on planning application 3/05/0045/FP (2005) for 

the removal of Condition 3, agricultural use for the stables and sheep pen – APPROVED 09/01/26. 
65.8.7 No other applications discussed. 
65.9 Finance 
65.9.1 Summary of funds for this financial year approved and accepted. 
65.9.2 Bank Reconciliation dated 10 November 2025 was accepted and approved. 
65.9.3 Council Tax Precept Form : Ratified, approved and signed. 
65.9.4 Budget 2025/26 : Correct balances to V3 dated 21.12.25 were accepted. 
65.9.5 Payments for January and February 2026 were approved, together with the additional costs of GaggleMail; £142.70 

and Grass Cutting of the Playing Field.  Confirmation of the Church Grass cutting would be remitted at a cost of £1,650 
with an increase agreed for next year. 

65.10 Highways / Vegetation 
No vegetation or highway concerns were reported. 
Advisory speed-limit signs will be reviewed, examples were provided from Milton Keynes and it was confirmed that 
similar signs are already in use within Hertfordshire. There is interest in installing them within the village, particularly 
near the bridge and at the village entrances, where speeding concerns are most acute. Location details will need to be 
submitted using What3Words if an application is to be made. 
 

An advisory 20mph reminder at the entrance to the village, including Lincoln Hill and the far end of the village, is to be 
explored. Councillor David Oxley will further investigate the number of signs permitted, associated costs and available 
options. The use of 20mph limits is becoming increasingly common, with many Cambridgeshire school villages—and 
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Ashwell—already operating at 20mph.  Funding may be available through the County Councillor’s Locality Budget. A 
letter will be sent to Terry Smith noting his absence from the meeting and requesting his support in progressing this 
matter. 

65.11 Sewerage Charges – Lincoln Hill : Covered in item 65.3. 
65.12 Anstey Quarry : Covered in item 65.3. 
65.13 Flooding 
65.13.1 The Well – conditions improved and the area did not flood during recent heavy rain. 
65.13.2 Silkmead – slight improvement noted. 
65.13.3 Cave Gate – conditions remain poor but water levels drop rapidly.  Ongoing monitoring continues. 
65.14 Litter Bins / Litter Update 

One bin remains to be removed at the playing field. 
65.15 Playing Field 

Hedge-cutting has been completed, although additional trimming is still required around telegraph poles and similar 
obstacles. The option of reducing the overall hedge height was discussed but would involve removing approximately 
30–40 metres. The possibility of installing a mirror at the bridge was also raised, but there is currently no available 
funding for this. 

65.16 Church  
Discussions regarding the beech tree removal are ongoing. Although the tree does need to be taken down, final 
approval has not yet been secured due to a circular delay between the council and the contractor—one party has 
confirmed readiness to proceed while the other has not yet issued formal permission. Once the position is fully 
resolved, appropriate communication will be issued to the village. 

65.17 School : Nothing to report. 
65.18 Village Hall 

The school made quite an extensive use of the Hall throughout December for end‑of‑term events. The VHC continues 
to operate five exercise classes and the monthly film club. The major fundraising music evening held on 29 Nov-25 
raised just under £600 towards ongoing maintenance and upkeep, and the next fundraiser—the Annual Quiz Night—
is scheduled for 14 Mar-26. The drive is becoming increasingly uneven, but there are currently no funds available to 
undertake further repairs. 

65.19 Newsletter 
The December/January edition was challenging to fit within the 12-page limit, and three advertisements had to be 
declined to avoid exceeding the agreed maximum. This decision has caused some dissatisfaction, including a new 
advertiser in Meesden. Expanding to 16 pages would require at least six additional adverts to cover the extra printing 
costs.  Advertising remains essential to meet production expenses. High-quality printing costs £1,170, while the 18 
accepted adverts generate £648 in revenue. The remaining costs are shared, with £296 paid by us and £226 by BPM. 
All advertisers are local, and while the current balance between editorial content and advertising works well, it is 
regrettable that some potential advertisers must be turned away. Future editions will rely on natural turnover in 
advertising space to manage demand. 

65.20 Defibrillator 
All working and tested. Checked 12 Jan-26 and cabinet cleaned. 

65.21 Correspondence Received – shared with the Councillors, no comments. 
65.21.1 The Chairman has completed the Hertfordshire Speed Management Strategy submission, supporting the reduction of 

speed limits where appropriate. In addition, HCC’s digital connectivity initiative is progressing, with a private provider 
seeking suitable sites for new phone masts to improve rural coverage. The Chair will engage with the company to 
move this forward, as mobile coverage in Anstey remains poor. Potential mast locations are being considered, 
including the possibility of using the church tower as a site. 

65.22 Any other Business 
65.22.1  None raised. 
65.23  Future Items /Matters Carried Forward : 
60.22.1  Laptop performance continues to be monitored – to be cleaned/checked by Oops! IT if needed. 
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60.23 Next Meeting : to be held at the village hall on Monday, 16th March 2026 commencing at 7.30pm. 
Dates have been circulated. 

 

Meeting closed at 9 pm.  
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