
 

 

 

 
 

 
AUGUST to SEPTEMBER 2015 

 

Diary of Events 
 

Date Event 
7th August Blind Fiddler Supper Club, Anstey – 7.30pm 
11th August Village Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 

7.30pm 
23rd August Brent Pelham Country Fair 
1st Sept Village Link – Meesden Parish Rooms 7.30 pm – “Dogs for 

the Disabled” speaker Andy Lee 
4th Sept Blind Fiddler Supper Club, Anstey – 7.30pm 
11th Sept Village  Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 

7.30pm 
13th Sept Meesden Village Fete - All Day – Please note change of date 

from 12th  
14th Sept Anstey Parish Council Meeting – Village Hall – 7.30pm 
17th Sept Hormead Garden Club – Anstey Village Hall 8pm “Bridge 

End Gardens, Saffron Walden” Mr Ropkins Head Gardener 
20th Sept Meesden Harvest Festival Family Service and tea – 3.30pm 
23rd Sept Meesden Village Hall Committee Meeting 7.30pm 
27th Sept Brent Pelham Harvest Festival Service and lunch 11am 
4th October  Collection of dried/tinned foodstuffs for Jimmy’s Shelter at 

Anstey Harvest Festival Service St George’s Church 5pm 
4th October Anstey Chapel Harvest Festival Service – 10.30am 
24th October Meet the Neighbours and Bring’n’Buy Anstey Village Hall 

 
Editors: John and Patricia Hamilton, Red Stack, Anstey, Herts. SG9 0BN 

Tel. 01763 848536 jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com   
 

Please send in your own news to: Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rjmo@tinyworld.co,uk  (for Anstey); 
Peter Wrightson on 01279 777435 or peter@wrightson.u-net.com  (Brent Pelham); 

Margaret Beach on 01279 777195 or moth@sotamail.com (Meesden) or, for last minute material, direct to the 
editors. 

 

The next deadline is 8th September 2015 
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All contributors Please Note the earlier deadline for the next edition.  
 
Our villages are really on the map! The 20th June saw Stage 4 of the Aviva Women’s Round Britain Tour feature Hertfordshire and in 

particular the historic loop off the B1368 south of Hare Street through Hormead, Furneux Pelham, Brent 
Pelham, Meesden and Anstey, along which the peloton passed before thundering through Barkway on a sprint 
section. Eager fans watched the highlights on TV the next day to discover that the programme makers had not 
appreciated the full historical status or importance of the loop in question, and although Barkway featured 
prominently, the loop had been omitted entirely. Fortunately this publication can ameliorate matters to some 
extent by showing the tour passing the well in Anstey. 
 
 

Village Link Trip to London. On Tuesday 19th May a group of' Village Link' ladies, and one very brave husband, went on a guided walk 
around the 'City of London'. We met our guide at Moorgate station and headed off to Smithfield Market. We 
then went in to the grounds of St Bartholomew's hospital and had some time in a small museum displaying 
many of the medical equipment used in times gone by. We passed the Old Bailey, several churches 
before stopping for lunch at St Pauls Cathedral. In the afternoon we were lucky enough to go into the Guildhall, 
a magnificent building if you ever get the chance to visit. One of the most interesting churches we were able to 
go inside was St Stephen Walbrook near the Mansion House. We finished our tour by the Monument, now 
surrounded by other buildings. Our guide was Martin Copping, a very knowledgeable and interesting speaker 
who visited our Village Link group in 2014. Village Link meets on the first Tuesday of each month, 7-30pm at 
Meesden Village Hall. For more details contact Wendy hillier 848685 or Jan Pledger 848242. 
 
CHOOSE THE RIGHT PUPPY FOR YOU. Are you thinking about getting a dog or puppy in the next few months? Perhaps you’re unsure 
about whether to go for a pedigree pup or a rescue dog? RDF Television is looking for people to film as they make this important decision, for an 
exciting new BBC2 science series. They say: - “We’re looking for families, singles, couples, of all ages and from all over the country to take 
part. You’ll have the opportunity to meet experts and get involved in some dog activities to help you make the right choice. So if you’re 
considering bringing a dog or puppy into your life in the near future, we’d love to hear from you. Please email us at 
Puppies@rdftelevision.com  for more info and an application form.” 
 
Gorgeous Kittens available free to a good home. Tabby and White, house trained and friendly. Ready beginning of August (12 weeks) old 
Call Martin 01763 849496 
 
Hertfordshire County Council’s Trading Standards team is asking the public to help them identify people across the county who are 
being targeted by fraudsters. Scams can be very sophisticated and it is easy to be tricked. People often don’t realise, or don’t want to accept, that 
they’re being scammed, which can make it hard to help them. Scammers can be extremely convincing and use a number of techniques to con 
people out of their hard earned cash. This may include fake lotteries, clairvoyants, prize draws, unexpected inheritances, people phoning to tell 
you that you are owed money through PPI, or people claiming to be from computer companies who suggest that there is a problem with your 
computer that they can fix for you. Consumers are targeted very carefully, and once they respond their details are sold on to other companies to 
exploit. This results in some people being inundated with over 50 items of mail daily that promise guaranteed winnings and money for life. They 
include fake lotteries, clairvoyants, and prize draws where goods have to be purchased from a catalogue in order to receive the “winnings”. If 
you suspect someone you know is being targeted in this way, Hertfordshire County Council’s Trading Standards Team can help. You can call the 
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Citizens Advice consumer service on 03454 04 05 06 who will pass details on. Further information on scams, and how to protect yourself, can 
be found on the Herts CC’s website at www.hertsdirect.org/tradingstandards 
HOW TO SPOT A SCAM It is likely to be a scam if: 
*The call, letter, email or text has come out of the blue. 
*You've never heard of the lottery or competition they are talking about.  
*You’ve heard of the lottery but you didn't buy a ticket - so you can't win it! 
*They are asking you to send money in advance to claim your guaranteed cheque or prize e.g. for taxes or money laundering laws 
*They are asking you to place an order from their catalogue before you can claim your cheque 
*They are telling you to respond quickly so you don't get time to think about it or ask family and friends before you decide. 
*They are telling you to keep it a secret. 
*They seem to be offering you a huge prize for a small admin fee such as £20. 
*If it seems too good to be true - it probably is! 
 
TED`S TALES - AN UPDATE.  Some time ago I wrote an article for this excellent magazine on the subject of orchids and Zeppelins. Here is an 
update on these hopefully unrelated subjects. Orchids seem to be thriving in Brent Pelham. Bee, common spotted and pyramidical orchids are 
doing particularly well. In one place the number of pyramidical orchids has nearly doubled this year. Early purple orchids are holding their own 
but the twayblade seems to have disappeared. I suspect that they are being shaded out and hope that they will reappear after some thinning of 
the understory. The Zeppelin, I can confidently report, remains extinct in this district. I did discover, on the internet, the flight map of Zeppelin 
L24 on 1st October 1916. On its way back to Germany it followed the road from Great Hormead to Borley Green where it turned slightly left, 
passed directly over the Kennels and followed the Roman road to Newmarket and home. It had unloaded its bombs on the villages of Willian 
and Weston. These villages look remarkably like London from 12,000 feet or so I am assured. This occurred on the same night that the Zeppelin 
L32 was shot down in flames at Potters Bar, an event visible from most of East Anglia and which might encourage other craft to suffer map 
reading errors and avoid the London area.                                           
THE PERILS OF COUNTY BOUNDARIES. I also once wrote about the difficulties of enforcing law and order in parishes that adjoin county 
boundaries. Although this still presents some difficulties they are as nothing compared to those of an early 19th century magistrate who had no 
police force, no authority in a neighbouring county and whose only available support came from the militia. Maps were also inaccurate and the 
location of boundaries debatable. Consider therefore the difficulties presented by a location on the boundary of three counties. Such a place was, 
before the 1880`s boundary changes, Noon’s Folly on the Duxford road from Royston. This is a major road. It was relatively easy, therefore, for 
some 15,000 people to assemble there on 19th December 1837. Their object was to watch a prize fight, a bare knuckle boxing match with few 
rules. These matches were illegal but the magistrates could not agree as to whose county the crime was happening in and so stayed to watch the 
spectacle. 
In one corner was Owen Swift, a highly experienced practitioner at mauling. He had already killed an opponent and done time for it. A repeat 
performance would be frowned upon severely by the law. In the other corner was one Battling Bill of Brighton. Nominally he was a ferocious 
opponent but actually was a rather intelligent Cambridge University student whose real name was William Phelps. People who had travelled in 
the same coach as him to Noon’s Folly had remarked on how pleasant and intelligent he was. They were horrified to learn later that they had 
shared the carriage with a prize fighter. A soon to be deceased prize fighter as it transpired. The fight lasted for 1 ½ hours. At the end of this 
time Battling Bill was clearly in a bad way and Swift was declared the victor. The magistrates were still undecided whether they were in 
Hertfordshire, Essex, or Cambridgeshire and thus were not responsible for events and could therefore relax and enjoy the fight. 
 Battling Bill was carried to Barkway, to the Wheatsheaf Inn I believe. Despite the best efforts of the physicians he was soon lost. This was 
unfortunate for Owen Swift who now stood a good chance of being hanged for his reward. 
 Murders being difficult to prove without a corpse, certain “Expert fellows” were sent by the Swift camp to steal the body but the Wheatsheaf 
landlord foiled them by claiming that the body had already been taken. Owen Swift therefore fled abroad but charges were soon dropped and he 
returned to write a book on the art of prizefighting. The rules of prizefighting were improved, as a result of Battling Bills death, to prevent such 
practices as seizing below the waist, and stopping seconds pushing semi-conscious fighters up to the mark - so some good came of it. Battling 
Bill, otherwise William Phelps is buried in Barkway churchyard. Perhaps he was only seeking to pay his University fees. I wonder if it is a 
coincidence that the place of the fight is called Noon’s Folly. Noon was the surname of the first prizefighter that Owen Swift killed. 
 
East Herts Council is pleased to announce a second funding round for its popular Community Capital Grants Scheme.   Go to 
http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=10144 to find out about eligibility details and download an application form.  The deadline to 
submit an application is 7 September 2015.   Up to £8,000 is available for projects that improve popular community facilities such as village 
halls, allotments, playing fields, play areas and any other community asset that is run by volunteers. All voluntary and community organisations 
are eligible to apply.   Parish Council and Town Councils are also eligible.   To find out what we have funded in the past go to 
http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=31723.     
If you would like to talk about your project, please contact me on the number below.   Alternatively, you can book a ½-hour appointment at our 
Drop In Session scheduled for 14 August 2015.   I work part time so if I’m not available you can contact my colleague Tracy Matthews on 01992 
531616 Claire Pullen East Herts Council 01992531459; claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk 
 
Experienced Babysitter available, evenings and school holidays. Please ring Mary Downer on 01279 777334. 
 
GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME – If you need a lift to a hospital, or doctor’s surgery, help with the shopping, or minor jobs around the 
house, just give us a ring on 01763 848536. 

- 
There are two local Supper Clubs: on the first Friday of each month there is one at The Blind Fiddler, Anstey, at 7.30 for 8pm (please book 
on 01763 848000): two courses £7.95.  The second Tuesday of each month is the turn of The Woodman, Nuthampstead at 7.30pm (please book 
on 01763 848328). 

 
 

 

 
www.ansteyvillage.co.uk 

 
A big welcome to Dave and Pauline Kellett who have moved into 
Fiddler’s Lodge. We hope they will have many happy years in Anstey –  
 

certainly they won’t have far to go for a pint! It was good to see them  
joining in in the village right from the word go by helping to man the 
gate at the fair. 
 
Jimmy’s Shelter. Please take advance notice of collections coming 
up for Jimmy’s Shelter at St George’s Church Anstey. 
Firstly tinned/dried foodstuffs will be collected at the Harvest 
Festival Service on the 4th October at 5pm; secondly toiletries are 
sought at the Advent Carol Candle Service on the 6th December also 
at 5pm. All contributions will be really welcome. 
 

http://www.hertsdirect.org/tradingstandards
http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=10144
http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=31723
mailto:claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk
http://www.ansteyvillage.co.uk/


 
Pernicious Rhizome. We left what we thought was a pretty flower 
to grow and seed.  When literally thousands of small plants took over 
our front garden we had to take action.  It was eventually identified by 
the Botanical Gardens in Cambridge as Hoary Cress and has been a 
nightmare to eradicate, but we are almost there, we hope.  It has a 
collection of very pretty small white flowers on a stem 30 to 50 
centimetres high. Initially dispersal is by seed, but once established 
plants spread locally by producing new shoots from underground 
rhizomes. If left 6 months vertical roots may have penetrated to a 
depth of 1 metre, and spread horizontally 2 metres. Eventually the 
roots may grow vertically down to 3 to 5 metres and the horizontal 
roots extend to over 4 metres. We had to dig the whole front garden to 
a depth of 5 feet to remove most of the root as best we could.  This still 
left fragments of root which keep growing and we have had to hit these 
hard with glyphosate (systemic weed-killer) and it is now almost 
eradicated.  We have no idea where it came from but we understand it 
is spreading through Herts.  Pictures of the plant can be seen on the 
internet.  Jenny and Gus Goymour, Little Thatch. 
 
Village Hall Update. Following the successful Quiz Night on the 
16th May the hall was again packed out for Music on a Summer's 
Evening (27th June) when three local acts entertained an audience of 
over 90 people with a cornucopia of pop, rock, blues, ballads and 
country.  Thanks to everyone who participated in the event and all 
those who turned out to support it.  
On Saturday 24th October we will be hosting a Meet the Neighbours 
Coffee Morning plus Bring and Buy Pannier Market - more details to 
follow in the next newsletter.  And on Saturday 28th November we will 
see the return of the ever-popular Xmas Dance. So that’s two more 
dates for your diary! 
  
Anstey Parish Council.  The Parish Council met on the 13th 
July.  The skateboard ramp has been installed and has proved popular 
in the village with children skating on it within an hour of the 
completion of the works.  Further work to tidy up the area and back-
fill the base was discussed and will be carried out soon.  Two new 
picnic benches will be ordered and a new access gate.  New ropes have 
been ordered for the climbing play-train and will be installed soon.  An 
opening morning for the skateboard ramp will be arranged and 
residents will be notified about this via the Weekly Diary email and 
notices.  The clerk will look into the cost of installing new nets at the 
goalpost in the playing field.  Due to work-shifts no police officers 
were available at the Parish Council meeting but a report was received 
saying there had been no crime in the village during June.   
 
You may have noticed that the clock on the village hall has been taken 
down.  It commemorates Paul Fox who was a much-loved local 
farmer.  It stopped working a while ago and various quotations were 
sought to repair it.  Thankfully it can be fixed and this 
will soon be put in hand. 
  
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on the 14th September 
commencing at 7.30pm at the village hall.  All welcome. 
 
Anstey Village Fair was held at Anstey Bury by kind permission of 
Adrian and Alison Cossor on the 12th July.  Mercifully the appalling 
weather forecast, seen at the beginning of the week, modified as time 
went by, and the event was spared all but a couple of shortish showers 
later on in the afternoon, by which time the people who attended had 
been able to enjoy all the attractions and quite a bit of sunshine.  We 
are told that the Fair has raised just over £6600 to be divided between 
the Church, the School and the Village Hall.  Congratulations to all 
those who worked so hard to achieve this result. 
 
Anstey Chapel.  We welcome everyone to join us for our Sunday 
services at 10.30am.  A full list of the speakers can be found on the 
Chapel noticeboard.  Repairs to Chapel - you may have noticed that 
the outside of the Chapel is now looking much better having had a coat 
of paint and other much-needed building work. This has been largely 
paid for by a very generous local person. 
Messy Church. We held our first Messy Church in the village hall in 
June, and were very pleased with the number of children and parents 
who joined us.  The next one will be on Sunday 26th July at 3.30pm in 
the village hall.  Messy Church is open to all families in the area.  If 
you have never been, do come along and enjoy an hour or so of fun 
and cake!  Please note there will be no Messy Church in August - it will 
start again on September 27th, so put the date in your diary now. 
Harvest Festival.  We will be celebrating Harvest this year on Sunday  

4th October at 10.30am.  We invite everyone to come and join us as 
we rejoice in God's goodness.  Gifts of food will be very welcome to 
help decorate the Chapel and these will then 
be given to one of our local food banks to help those in need. 
Thinking ahead to Xmas (!) last year folk from the Chapel, Messy 
Church and Anstey helped to fill shoe-boxes with small gifts for 
Operation Christmas Child - which gives these boxes to needy 
children in other countries.  For many of these children this box is 
likely to be the only present they may ever receive.  If you would like 
to be involved this year, it is not too early to start thinking about 
items to put into the boxes.  Perhaps you are a knitter and could 
make hats, scarves, gloves, puppets etc. - but not hand-made stuffed 
toys please.  If you would like further information please contact Sue 
Merrick on 01763 8492560. For further information on the Chapel 
please ring Ian Merrick on 01763 849256or 07910 765237. 
 
Anstey School. This has been a very exciting school year at Anstey 
First School. We have been very busy learning new things and 
visiting interesting places. All of our pupils have worked hard to 
remember the new Anstey school motto of “Be the Best You Can Be” 
and the school values of respect, resilience and responsibility. 
Everything we do at Anstey has our values and motto at heart.  Our 
pupils have also been enjoying working in the outdoors. We have 
held “Out of the Classroom” day where we did all of our learning 
through the outdoors and outdoors. We created art pieces in the 
style of Andy Goldsworthy. 
Anstey pupils joined Puller Primary School for a science and 
engineering day where we were able to take advantage of a science 
workshop funded by the Institute of Engineering Technology and the 
Institute of Mechanical Engineering.  Years 3 and 4 enjoyed a Super 
Heroes (and their powers) workshop and Years 1 and 2 went to an 
afternoon of Izzy’s Journey (different forms of transport and what 
powers them). These were extremely well organised and very 
engaging workshops with the result that the Year 3 and 4 children 
were very animated on the subject of gravity guns and lasers and the 
year 1 and 2 children were very excited to ride a hovercraft….yes, I 
did just say RIDE a hovercraft!  
Our school is having a tremendous season on the sporting field. 2 
weeks ago, we won the interschool Rounders event at Freman 
College and on Thursday 2 July we attended the Schoolympics 
interschool event at Roston 
Meridian.  As ever, we were the 
smallest school on a field with some 
much larger, 2 form entry schools. 
Our entire Year 2,  Year 3 and Year 4 
class were 8 in total! However, there 
is good stuff in little bundles and we 
came away with gold medals in 
fencing and cricket and a bronze 
medal (placed overall) from our all 
girls' athletics team. Our children are 
on fire this season and are living up to our school motto "Be the Best 
you can be at Anstey"! 
We are currently undergoing consultation with a view to some 
structural changes in the New Year when it is hoped that we will 
lower our admission age to 2 years to enable us to offer early 
education for 2 year olds in a setting that meets the needs of local 
families.  More news next time. Following on from the relaunch of 
our school reading scheme, we will be packing in a last visit to the 
lovely Buntingford library for the whole school before the end of 
term to make sure we are involved in the fantastic summer reading 
challenge. Mrs Myers would like to thank everyone who has 
supported our lovely school to work towards being the best it can be. 
Thank you to all our staff, families, governors and community 
volunteers. We wish everyone a wonderful and safe summer.   
Following on from the popularity of last year’s event, we 
are looking forward to our 3nd annual Country Fun Day – 
lots of free activities for children of all ages.  Pets to pet 
and a dog agility display by Dog-Ease.  Bring your own 4-
legged friend to try their paces around the course.  
September 25th, 1pm onwards.  Adults, children and pets 
all welcome.  Refreshments available including campfire-
toasted marshmallows. 
Anstey First School is a very small school in a wonderful setting 
with our own pre-school, wrap-around care, community room and 
holiday play scheme. If you would like to find out more about us or 
want to offer your services as a volunteer please do not hesitate to 
call 01763 848 346.   



 

  
 

Belated Congratulations to Faye, Charlie, Poppy & Rory Yorke of 
The Bury.  Oscar Harry was born on May 22nd at 8.3 pounds - I 
understand the midwife only just made it in time, and Charlie was 
getting ready to deliver him, checking Google for instructions!  
 
Congratulations to Kirsten Lane who graduated on July 14th from 
Leeds University with a 2.1 BSc degree in Physics. Well done Kirsten! 
 
The Wildflower Walk It seems like a distant memory now, but on 
Sunday 17th May, blessed with good weather, 26 people joined 
ecologist Martin Allison & organizer Martin Hugi for a walk in Brent 
Pelham. We identified 62 wild plants & trees, and heard local history 
stories from Ted Barclay.  Many thanks to both Martins and also to 
Katey, Miro & James for supplying a superb finale of tea & cakes at the 
village hall. 
 
 Zambian Adventure Fran Bromage recently returned from an 
amazing volunteer trip to Zambia, working with literacy charity The 

Book Bus, whose patron is Sir 
Quentin Blake. The charity has been 
working with Zambian schools since 
2008 and also in Malawi & Ecuador 
- now over 10,000 children have 
relevant & accessible books. Here’s 
what Fran had to say about her trip: 
“I am an editor for children’s 
publisher, Miles Kelly, based in 
Thaxted. As we are partnered with 

the Book Bus, our director, Gerard, went to Zambia last year to see 
the work they do. He was so inspired, that he encouraged us to go 
and part-funded us too! So, five colleagues & I went out to Zambia in 
May. Many of the children understood some English, but much of 
their learning was by copying, with little or no comprehension. Each 
morning we started with 40 or 50 children as we began reading a 
story, which always featured something they recognized – colours, 
numbers, animals or actions they could do or songs we could sing 
together. By the time we started making masks, headbands or objects 
from the stories, we often had over a hundred children waiting 
patiently for their paper, crayons and glue! It was a phenomenal 
experience – a rollercoaster of emotions and one that none of us will 
ever forget. The hardest part about being there was leaving all the 
children behind!” 
 
The Brent Pelham Horse Show on May 25th was a great success 
and the village saw a stream of horse boxes throughout the day. It was 
a first visit for Smartie & Becky Peters - both of whom behaved 
impeccably and came away with three rosettes. There were however a 
number of other riders who were surprised to see Smartie tied to 
Wayne's yellow truck and are still wondering how Smartie managed to 
arrive in this convertible horse box! 
 
Welcome to the Tye family. Tracy & Toby with children Daisy & 
Fifi moved into Stocks View in June.  They hail from Cambridge and 
spent the last two years in Great Chesterford. 
 Toby is a property developer who mainly works in Cambridge & 
surrounding villages but is currently building stables for polo ponies in 
Suffolk! They are very much looking forward to their time in the 
village. 
 
Emily Yarrow concert on June 13th - Richard & Annette were 
delighted to welcome so many to St Mary's for a fabulous evening of 
entertainment employing Emily’s many talents.  She sang a repertoire 
of songs from the movies, all delivered with convincing atmosphere, 
dramatic effect & a glorious voice, and this musical extravaganza was 
interspersed with hilarious comic interludes. She was accompanied by 
her father, Richard Myhill, a composer of acclaim, and his skills at the 
keyboard were matched by an irresistible rapport between father & 
daughter.  The result was hugely enjoyed by an enthusiastic 
audience.  Drinks & nibbles ensured a party atmosphere, and thanks 
are due to those who served behind the bar including our Vicar!  The 
sum of £308 was raised towards much needed church funds. 
 

The Village Picnic was on June 14th at Brent Pelham Hall Lakes – 
thanks go to Mike & Alex for their hospitality and to Miro as 
organizer. Around 35 folk attended, some bringing a picnic and 
some using the BBQ facilities. The weather was kind and much fun 
was had by all. 
 
All walked out Well done to Zoe Peters who has just completed her 
practice Duke of Edinburgh trek, having walked for miles over 2 
days with a backpack bigger than she was! She has continued with 
walking and is now volunteering at ARC, an animal rescue charity in 
Bishops Stortford - some of the dogs & other animals have been 
there for over a year. The charity would always welcome support, so 
if anyone is interested, please call 01279 501547 
 
A Pop-Up Pub with BBQ was held on July 4th in the Village Hall.  
Around 40 folk attended and it was a gorgeous balmy evening. Many 
thanks to Fraser, Sam & Rod for organising and ensuring the event 
was such a success. £160 was raised for the Village Hall. 
 
A Chance Meeting Kate Hinch bumped into someone re-visiting 
the village after 29 years! One or two of you may remember Sarah 
Rixon, daughter of John & Melita who used to run the village shop 
(now Stocks View). Sarah lives in Adelaide close to her sister, Susan, 
& their parents.  She has fond memories of BP and was anxious to 
catch up on the news having left at the age of 19. Sarah says "Hello" 
to anyone who might remember her.  
 
Village Hall  Some of you have asked for the names of those that 
are now on the Village Hall Committee - they are Rod Bell (Chair), 
Miro Kurjak, Kristian Lane, Kerry White, Fraser Murray, Beth 
Featherstone, Lizzy Barclay, Tim Hinch, Jenny Wiegold & Ted 
Barclay.  If you would like to book the Village Hall, contact Beth on 
777281. 
 
St. Mary’s. The Rev’d Kate Peacock has asked me to include the 
following message .... “I hope you have all received your letter from 
me (on behalf of the Parochial Church Council) highlighting our 
financial challenges at St Mary’s. The church runs solely on 
contributions from those who use it and those who value it, and we 
thank you for your support. With rising costs we have higher bills 
to pay, and are asking if you could kindly consider giving to the 
church as a one off or set up a standing order. We thank you for 
considering this especially at a time when domestic budgets are 
stretched. If you’d like to discuss this, please call me on 01763 
289258. And a BIG thank you to those who already give - both 
financially and in practical ways”.  
 
Children’s Times This new section was suggested by Ella-Louise 
Hugi and is by & for children. Ella-Lou’s idea is that it should 
include anything that interests children, including news, jokes, 
recipes, games, letters etc. In this edition, we’re starting with a few of 
Ella-Lou’s favorite jokes and we’re looking for other contributions!  
*What do you do when a child falls down a well? ……  Read a book 
about bringing up children 
*Why did the boy sit on the clock? ….…  He wanted to be on time 
*What did the bison say to his son when he went to work? ……..  Bye 
son 
*Shall I tell you the joke about butter? ……...  No, you’ll only spread 
it 
*Doctor, people keep ignoring me ……..  Next please 
 
Save the Bees  In the spirit of Children’s Times, watch out for a 
Save the Bees Campaign.  Fifi Tye & a couple of friends are planning 
to raise a little money to plant bee-friendly flowers in the village by 
selling good used toys, books, cupcakes etc.  This will be on Friday 
July 31st from 4pm on the village green - please show your support. 
 
TrailWalk 100K.  You’re probably reading this after the event but 
it’s not too late to support. As Jane Garner said in her email of July 
6th, she & others will be attempting the gruelling task of walking 63 
miles across the South Downs in under 30 hours on July 25th/26th - 
the event raises money for the Gurkhas & Oxfam and contributions 
are still possible at https://www.justgiving.com/The-baconbypost-
team  
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National Cycle Time Trials. On Saturday August 1st the Road 
Time Trials National 25 mile Women's & Junior Championships will 
be held on a course that runs through Brent Pelham. This is one of the 
premier events for time trialling in the UK - the Women's champion in 
2014 was Dame Sarah Storey. It begins at 1pm in Wendens Ambo, 
riders will pass through Great Chishill, Barley, Barkway, Hare Street & 
Great Hormead and then reach Brent Pelham from approx 1:50pm, 
before continuing towards Clavering. Riders commence at 1-minute 
intervals, and with 120 riders competing there will be plenty to watch 
for nearly two hours. 
 
The Brent Pelham Country Fair will be on Sunday August 23rd. This 
is always a super, varied & fun day so do come along. As in previous 
years, Lizzy Barclay will be organising the Tea Tent – help will be 
needed to man the tent and with contributions of sandwiches & cakes. 
You can reach Lizzy on 777254 
 
Harvest Festival celebrations will be on Sunday September 27th.  
Please save the date.  
 
Email Address List Fraser Murray was in touch on behalf of the 
village hall. It’s difficult to ensure a current village email list and all 
people need to do is send a blank email to frasermurray@me.com with 
their name & address in the header. Thanks. 

 
 

 
  
Rogation Walk 2015 The annual Rogation Walk took place in May 
followed by the Rogation Service the next day. This is an old village 
tradition where the children of the 
parish were introduced to the 
boundaries of the parishes. Again this 
year a number of dogs took part 
accompanied by their owners. At Little 
Hormead 14 people gathered to start 
the walk in brilliant sunshine. The first 
leg took them to Wyddial where once 
again they were treated to a 
midmorning spread of tea coffee and cakes, much appreciated by all. 
Onward to Anstey, where at lunchtime numbers were swelled by 
others who joined the afternoon walk via Meesden and Brent Pelham 
back to Great Hormead. Thanks to everyone who took part and 
especially to those who provided refreshments at each of the churches, 
including Sally Dyack, Patricia Hamilton, Daphne Bailey and Ann 
Grimsdale. For those who have thought they would like to join in the 
Rogation walk for all or part of the way, they would be very welcome, 
so why not make a note for Rogation weekend in May next year.  
   
Snowdon Challenge On Saturday 12th June, Trevor Hughes and 

Andrew Fryer took part in a sponsored 
climb of Mt. Snowdon as part of the 
Snowdon 500 Prostate Cancer 
Challenge. Their climb began on the 
Miners’ Track and led to a steep section 
which they tackled prior to reaching the 
summit at around 1089 meters where 
they were treated to magnificent views 
for miles around before mist descended 

and visibility quickly reduced to less than 30 metres. Descending the 5 
mile Llanberis Trail back to the village of  the same name, Trevor and 
Andrew celebrated their return with Sarah and Fiona who cut short 
their activities in order to cheer home the intrepid adventurers who 
rapidly completed the challenge! Trevor and Andrew would like to 
express their thanks and appreciation to all those who so generously 
offered sponsorship for this important charity.  As a result they have 
been able to contribute over £700 towards Prostate Cancer Research.   
  
Barn Dance A huge thank you to everyone who supported the Meesden 
Barn Dance on June 13th.  It was a fabulous evening in Wilfrid and 
Cathy Dimsdale’s beautiful barn with dancing led by Pete Skiffins – a 
renowned Square Dance Caller all the way from the US of A.  Dancers 
were fuelled by tasty fish and chips and drinks from the extensive 
bar.  Children were entertained by toasting marshmallows over the 

 firepit and winning exciting prizes in the raffle.  A great night was 
had by all and we raised over £1,200 for the Village Hall and Church. 
 
London to Cambridge Bike Ride On Sunday 26th July the London to 
Cambridge Bike Ride comes through Meesden Bury, and the village 
shop will be busy selling cakes, drinks and possibly bacon butties to 
the hungry and thirsty cyclists that come past us!  We need lots of 
help in any way that you feel you can: any volunteers for helping us 
run the stall or bake us cakes or biscuits would be much 
appreciated. Please contact Jo Vernon Harcourt on 01279 777260. 
 
Book Club The Meesden Book Club has met for its inaugural 
meeting, and decided on the various literary geniuses that would be 
devoured over the coming months.  The club is open to all, and 
please come along if you would like to discuss one of the books on 
the list.  We have tried to cover a range of genres from 
autobiography to the classics to literary prize winners and even 
children’s books.  To ease us in we will be starting with a holiday 
read: The Seamstress by Maria Duenas: It is set in Spain, 1936 and 
the brink of civil war. Aged twelve, Sira Quiroga was apprenticed to a 
Madrid dressmaker. As she masters the seamstress’s art, her life 
seems to be clearly mapped out – until she falls passionately in love 
and flees with her seductive lover. But in Morocco she is betrayed 
and left penniless. As civil war engulfs Spain, Sira finds she cannot 
return and so turns to her one true skill – and sews beautiful clothes 
for the expat elite and their German friends. With Europe rumbling 
towards war, Sira is lured back to Franco’s Nazis-friendly Spain. She 
is drawn into the shadowy world of espionage, rife with love, intrigue 
and betrayal. And where the greatest danger lies. It has been 
described as ‘A magnificent novel that flawlessly brings together 
history and intrigue’ by Juan Gómez-Jurado, author of The Moses 
Expedition. We will be meeting to discuss the book on Monday 
17th August – more details to follow nearer the time but please join 
us if you can! 
If that does not take your fancy future books are:- A God in Ruins by 
Kate Atkinson, Disclaimer by Renee Knight, Dominion by C J 
Sansom, Far from the Madding Crowd by Thomas Hardy, The Last 
Act of Love by Cathy Rentzenbrick, City of Lies: Love, Sex, Death 
and the Search for Truth in Tehran by Ramita Navai. The Children 
Act by Ian McEwan, Swallows and Amazons by Arthur Ransome. 
 
The next Village Hall Committee Meeting is on Wednesday 
23rd September – please do join us, ALL are welcome. 
  
Village Fête and Family Fun Day This will be held this year on 
Sunday 13th September.  Prepare yourselves for some classic British 
fête games and races on the Green all fuelled by a Pimms bar, 
barbecue and cake!  By the way, there will be a collection box for 
contributions to the Meesden Green Mowers’ fund.   We owe many 
thanks to all the volunteer mowers who keep the Green in pristine 
condition, so please do support us with donations to the cost of fuel 
and keeping the mower in good working order!  Thanks in advance, 
Stephen and Margaret Beach 
  
Fencing around the village hall You may remember that the 
Village Committee have been discussing fencing the area around the 
Village Hall.  A proposed layout was published in a recent Newsletter 
but this has now been slightly altered to include the whole of the car 
park and to put gates at the entrance to the parking.  If you have any 
comments to make on this please write them in the comment box on 
the website or let someone on the Village Committee know.  We will 
be applying for a grant from the Stansted Airport Community Trust 
to fund this project later on this year. 
New state-of-the-art heating has been installed in the village 
hall!!  We should now have a much warmer yet energy efficient hall 
come the winter months – we hope this means that lots of you will 
now consider hiring the hall for your event or activity!  All the details 
for potential hirers can be found on the website. 
Honesty Box Please don’t forget that you can buy fresh, organic, 
zero food mile Meesden-grown vegetables at any time of the day or 
night by using the Honesty Box outside the village hall.  Just take 
what you fancy and leave a donation in the box.  At the moment 
delicious new potatoes, onions, rhubarb and rocket are all for sale. 
  
The Fox and Beehive Pop-up Pub Will be reopening its (newly 
painted) door on Friday 18th December for a Christmassy pub 
session! There will be an early visit from Father Christmas for the 
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children and perhaps a few carols sung at the bar too!  Please put the 
date in your diary! 
 
Forewarned is Forearmed All of us receive regular requests from 
charities to put unwanted clothing and bric-a-brac in a plastic bag and 
leave it on our doorstep for collection. One of our Meesden residents 
spotted a van picking up a parcel from a neighbour’s doorstep that the 
Post Office had left there that morning. When challenged, the 
driver said that he had mistaken the parcel for a 'Children's Air 
Ambulance' bag’. The parcel was clearly not in a charity bag and the 
driver made off in a hurry. The neighbour then made a call to the 
Children's Air Ambulance Office to complain that their driver had 
tried to take something that had not been left out for them, only to be 
told by the office  that our village was not in fact on their collection 
rota. Therefore someone had manufactured duplicate bags and this 
was a scam. If you receive any bags for collection by a charity, however 
genuine the bag itself is, you may wish to phone and check that the 
charity delivered the bag and that they are collecting on the day stated. 
If they are not, then please ask them to alert the police.  
  
FREE Information & Support Service for Elderly & Vulnerable 
Residents funded by Hertfordshire County Council and National 
Health Service. The Council is currently running a fantastic service 
which may be of benefit to a number of residents in our area.  It’s a 
free information & support service available to anyone living in 
Hertfordshire and is funded by HCC & the NHS.  
If you are interested and would like to learn more, the County Council 
have indicated that they would be willing to send someone along to 
one of our Parish Council Meetings to talk about the Scheme.  If this is 
the case, please contact Ken Newstead, clerk@brentpelham-meesden-
pc.org.  

 
PLEASE BE AWARE OF YOUR SPEED WHEN DRIVING 

THROUGH THE VILLAGES.  THE SPEED LIMIT IS 30MPH 
BUT PLEASE SLOW DOWN WHEN YOU APPROACH 

BENDS. Children, walkers, cyclists, horses, wildlife, and other 
motorists, will thank you for it. 

 

Fine Cabinet Makers & Fitted Furniture 
Producers 

Bespoke Joinery 
C M Joinery Ltd 

For more information log onto 
 www.thecabinetmaker.co.uk 

Telephone – 07831 543715  
or e-mail colin@thecabinetmaker.co.uk  

 

 

MBL DECORATING 
Painting and decorating at reasonable rates 

*Free Quotations* 
We are fully insured 

01279-427240 or mobile 07790612954      
 

 

Helping Hands  - Domestic 
services 

Local references available. 

Need help with your busy schedule? We can help you 

with: 

     *Housekeeping (spring clean, general clean, washing, 

ironing etc) *Carpet cleaning  *End of tenancy cleaning 

     *Party hosting assistance *Baby sitting *Dog walking 

Please contact for details, advice and a free quote. 

Bettina Kovacs  07518928871 

kovacsbettina@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
 

Fingers and Forks – bespoke caterers 

Catering for all occasions – Weddings, 
Christenings, Funerals, Corporate, Hog 

Roasts, Banquets, and Canapés etc. 
Full Hot and Cold Menu available – High 

Standard of Cuisine and Presentation. Ring 
Zoey on 01763 848059 or Zena or Emma on 

01763 848000 
 

 

 R Webb’s Gardening Services 
 

Hedge Cutting, Grass Cutting, 
Strimming, Weeding, Pruning shrubs and small 

Trees, Fencing, and General GardenMaintenance. 
Fully Insured. Anstey based 

Tel: 07815 134875 

ANSTEY GROVE BARN 
BED AND BREAKFAST 

 
 

Anstey Grove Barn is a timber barn that has 
been tastefully converted specifically to offer 
high quality Bed and Breakfast 
accommodation. It is situated away from the 
main farmhouse, and overlooks the secluded 
walled garden, which is set to lawn and formal 
herb patio and is for guests’ use only. The six 
rooms are all elegantly furnished and are a 
mixture of twin and double. The “Master 
Room” has a four poster bed, bathroom with 
freestanding roll top bath, shower and 
separate WC. 

www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk 
contact Alice at 

enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk   01763 
848828 or 07791296060 

 

 

mailto:clerk@brentpelham-meesden-pc.org
mailto:clerk@brentpelham-meesden-pc.org
http://www.thecabinetmaker.co.uk/
mailto:colin@thecabinetmaker.co.uk
mailto:kovacsbettina@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A.D & D.J Baker 

 

Mini-digger hire, Welding repairs 
and fabrication.  Mower repairs. 

 

Telephone: - (01763) 848719 
Mobile:  07867742250 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Rosie Norbury Childminding Services 

Places available for children ages 6 months 

– 2 years 

Full day care or part time hours 

Happy, fun and caring home environment 

Based in Braughing - 11 years experience 

Competitive rates, all childcare vouchers 

accepted 

Ofsted registered - Excellent references 

available 

01920 82256 or 07970 367074 

rosie.norbury@hotmail.co.uk 
 

THE OAK 

HUT www.theoakhut.co.uk 

Bespoke exterior carpentry, including: 

Gazebos, Summerhouses, Sheds,  

Pergolas, Decking and more. 

Tel: 07463 954721 

Email: info@theoakhut.co.uk  
Based in Anstey, Hertfordshire 

 

MARK COWLER 

Building Contractor 
 

All types of building work undertaken 

 
For free estimates please call; 

01763 848545 / 07815 798202 
cowlerm@hotmail.co.uk 

 
References available on request 
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