
 

 

 
 

AUGUST to SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

Diary of Events 
 

Date Event 
August Village Link – No Meeting this month  
August 7th  Village Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 

7.30pm.  
August Hormead Garden Club -  No Meeting this month 
August Anstey Pop-up Cinema – Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm 

August 19th Brent Pelham Country Fair and Dog and Heavy Horse Show 

Sept 4th  Village Link –  Meesden Village Hall 7.30pm – “History and 
Technology of Pottery” – speaker Helen Barron 

Sept 5th  Meesden Village Hall Committee meeting 7.30pm 

Sept 8th  Sponsored Bike 'n Hike in aid of Beds and Herts Historic 
Churches Trust 

Sept 8th  St Mary’s Church Meesden autumn church and churchyard 
clean-up 9am 

Sept 11th  Village  Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 
7.30pm 

Sept 16th  Harvest Festival at St Mary’s Church Meesden  4.30pm (tbc) 
Sept 20th Hormead Garden Club – Hormead Village Hall 8pm –

“Chelsea Flower Show” The speakers are Gold Medal Garden 
Design winners Adam Woolcott & Jon Smith 

Sept 22nd  Anstey Village Hall Race Night. 7.30pm 

Sept 29th  First World War Centenary Event – Meesden Bury Barn – 
6.45 to 9pm 

Oct 7th  Harvest Festival Service at St George’s Anstey followed by 
lunch 

Oct 13th  Quiz in Anstey Village Hall at 7.30pm 
Nov 3rd  Meesden Tapas Evening 

 
 

Editors: John and Patricia Hamilton, Red Stack, Anstey, Herts. SG9 0BN 
Tel. 01763 848536 jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com   

 
Please send in your own news to: Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rjmo@tinyworld.co,uk  (for Anstey); 

Martin and Katey Hugi martinhugi@outlook.com or kateyjane@hotmail.co.uk (for Brent Pelham): 
Margaret Beach on 01279 777195 or moth@sotamail.com (Meesden), 

 Or, for last minute material, direct to the editors. 
 

The next deadline is 15th September 2018 

mailto:jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com
mailto:rjmo@tinyworld.co,uk
mailto:martinhugi@outlook.com
mailto:kateyjane@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:moth@sotamail.com


 

 
 

 
 

Herts & Essex Country Fair – Brent Pelham –  Sunday 19th August 2018 The 2018 Herts & Essex 
Country Fair, Dog and Heavy Horse Show (see above) takes place in The Park, Brent Pelham, SG9 0AT on Sunday 
19th August 2018 . It is a traditional, local, Country Fair which provides an entertaining day out for all the family. 
The beautiful shire horses will be out in force again & the Heavy Horse enthusiasts will be running a range of 
classes to recognise the breeds of heavy horses which have played such an 
important role in agriculture in the past.  
 The main ring events will feature a variety of displays by sheepdogs, gun dogs, 
foxhounds, beagles, bassets, ferrets and falconry as well as a parade of vintage 
tractors. All dogs are welcome at the show & they will be able to enter the 
classes in the Family Dog Show, perhaps the ‘Best 6 legs’ class is for you ……in 
addition your dogs’ skills can be tested in the Gun Dog Scurry, on the dog 
agility course, or in the new dog obedience competition.  Local Gamekeeper 
Steve Reynolds of Hamels Park, Buntingford will be the commentator as well 
as encouraging spectators to try their hand at traditional games such as egg throwing. New for 2018 will be the 
‘man versus horse’ tug of war challenge. There will be a number of quality local trade stands and a funfair for 
children.  A range of refreshments will be available including Teas, Bar, Hog Roast, BBQ. Heavy Horse classes 
commence at 10.30am and the main ring displays at 11.00am. Gates open at 10.30am. Trade Stands and other 
enquiries to: 07770 746813.For further details see website: www.hertsandessexcountryfair.com 

 
Jazz at Coltsfoot. Thursday the 12th July was a special day for local jazz lovers. Simon and Liz Bagnell are 
frequent visitors to, and fans of, the city of New Orleans and the wonderful music it produces, and were able to 

persuade a friend they have made there, 
Evan Christopher, very possibly the 
finest jazz clarinet soloist in the world, to 
come and play at Coltsfoot Barns. 
Accompanied by The Dime Notes, an 
established and esteemed British group of 
four specialising in early pre-swing jazz 
(King Oliver, Jelly Roll Morton, Sidney 
Bechet and the like) Evan enthralled and 
delighted an audience who could scarcely 
believe they were listening in a barn in East 

Herts to the sort of sound normally heard in the big city concert halls.  The music was packed with “blues” pathos 
and infectious rhythm, and was, frankly, spell-binding. Let’s hope this part of the world can be happy enough to 
enjoy a repeat in the future! 

http://www.hertsandessexcountryfair.com/


You will probably have already heard the good news that the Five Parishes Benefice has a new vicar – the 
Reverend James Sawyer – whose appointment was announced on Sunday the 17th June. He has come later on 
in life to the ministry after a career in Graphic Design, and will soon be moving into the Vicarage in Great Hormead 
with his wife Rosie, who is an Art Psychotherapist. It is anticipated that the Rev’d Sawyer will be starting in 
September. We all wish them a really happy time here and look forward to meeting them. 
 
Remembering WW1: Wilfrid Dimsdale Writes: - 
The tragedy of WW1 was played out by each of the combatant 
nations.  In Italy, the battle of Caporetto, October/ November 
1917 between the Austrians and Italians, fought in the Alps 
resulted in an Italian defeat and deaths on both sides, with a 
mass of refugees descending on Northern Italian Cities, and the 
damaged fabric of societies resulting from the death, 
imprisonment and wounding of so many men.  
The grandfather of Stephen Beach of Meesden was stationed in 
Northern Italy at the time, being a Liaison Officer, charged with 
ensuring there was no infiltration of Italy by Austrians.  
The 2nd Battle of Ypres, mentioned in an earlier piece, resulted 
in the near total destruction of the 1st Battalion of the 
Monmouthshire Regiment, 'The Men from Newport Docks'. The 
result, a quilt of letters and telegrams crisscrossing the country, 
informing and uniting families in their misfortunes. The same 
pattern was replicated worldwide; Turkey, Russia, Germany, 
Austria and here in the United Kingdom with its Empire -  India, 
Canada, Africa, Australia and New Zealand, and not forgetting 
the United States. Closer to home, Brent Pelham, Meesden, 
Anstey, Great and Little Hormead and Wyddial, united in the 
dreadful consequences of war. Something which the German 
Kaiser chose to ignore in July 1914, and today, politicians with 
armaments at their disposal should remember. 
The picture taken in 1984 of Helmut Kohl, German Chancellor 
and President Mitterand of France, standing together in the 
gigantic cemetery at Verdun speaks eloquently of what 
politicians today should be working to avoid. The spectre of 
Nationalism even now is raising its ugly head.  
The 'Finished' event at Meesden Bury on the 29th September 
will resurrect some of the feelings undergone by those who survived, whether fighting or at home. Look on The 
Meesden Village Website for the Link to buy tickets. Saturday 29th September. Not to be missed! 
  
East Herts Council’s Community Grants Programme. The second funding round of East Herts Council’s 
Community Grants Programme for voluntary and community groups, proposing projects in the East Herts district 
area, will open for applications on 20th August.  East Herts Council are looking for projects that promote the health 
and wellbeing of residents, especially those who are vulnerable or disadvantaged in some way.  They are also keen 
to fund community events that commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of WW1.  Go to 
www.eastherts.gov.uk/communitygrants  to view the list of our priorities, and an online application. Contact Claire 
Pullen on Claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk or 01992 531459 if you have an idea you’d like to discuss. Deadline for 
applications is 15th October 2018. 
 
Could You Help, Or Could Somebody Help You? Has anyone got an access tower that they could hire out to 
a local person?  I recently had a small job to do on the house which would have been much easier had I had a 
tower.  The rental charge for a tower was quite significant so I struggled on using an extension ladder. When I lived 
in Bishops Stortford there were several local groups loaning out DIY equipment for nothing more than a deposit to 
ensure a safe return.  If we had such a group in our area, I would happily loan out my extension ladder or any of my 
extensive range of power tools.  Anyone who has an access tower, cement mixer or any useful DIY equipment they 
seldom use, and an interest in joining such a group, please email clerk@brentpelham.meesden.pc.org and we could 
perhaps list them in the Newsletter and start sharing.  - Ken Newstead 
 
Sponsored Bike 'n Hike in aid of Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust - Saturday 8th September 2018.  You 
can raise funds for your local church or chapel by getting yourself sponsored to hike or bike between churches, or 
even ride or drive.  The route you choose is up to you.  Having done this myself several times I can recommend it as 
a great day out.  Sponsorship packs and any other information you can get from me, Patricia Hamilton.  Tel. no. 
01763 848536. 
 

http://www.eastherts.gov.uk/communitygrants
mailto:Claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@brentpelham.meesden.pc.org


The Village Players will be returning to delight us all again – this time with their unique version of Treasure 
Island. Performances will be on Fridays and Saturdays the 8th and 9th and 15th and 16th March 2019 so make an 
early entry in your diaries and watch this newsletter for ticket sakes details later in the year. 
 
GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME – If you need a lift to a hospital, or doctor’s surgery,  or help with the shopping, 
just give us a ring on 01763 848536. 

 
There is a local Supper Club: on the second Tuesday of each month. It is held at The Woodman, Nuthampstead at 
7.30pm (please book on 01763 848328).  

 

 
www.ansteyvillage.co.uk 

  
An English Summer Evening of music and poetry 
was performed in St George’s Church, Anstey on June 
the 9th by the Priory Singers. An enthusiastic audience 
attended for the concert – which was arranged at the 
last moment by Alison Cossor, the Singers having had a 
late cancellation of another venue – and a splendid 
£360 was raised for the Church. Thanks to all who 
contributed. 
 
Red Cross Week. The collection in the village for Red 
Cross Week raised a total £81.92. A great result and 
thank you to all who gave so generously.  Marion Porter 

 
BIKE ‘N’ HIKE?  BAKE ‘N’ TAKE! Cakes, 
Produce and Plants Sale in Anstey Church, 
Saturday 8 September 3-5 pm. Tea, coffee and 
cakes will be served and there will also be a 
small raffle.  Plus bell ringing and organ music 
to entertain you! 
On Saturday 8 September the annual Bike ‘n’ Hike will 
take place, in aid of the Beds/Herts Historic Churches 
Trust.  This is a grant-giving body which supports our 
local churches needing repairs and restoration, and 
their fund-raising need is great. The event in September 
works by local churches taking part, raising 
sponsorship, sending the money to BHHCT, they return 
50% back to the church and Anstey Church has 
participated every year.  However, BHHCT are finding 
that participation in general is dwindling, as many of 
the previous bikers and hikers are getting older and less 
mobile.  So local churches are being encouraged to find 
other creative and imaginative ways of supporting the 
event.  This is Anstey’s solution!  Please do come 
along to support and socialise!  Anstey Church 
needs to raise a significant amount of money 
towards urgent repairs required and 
highlighted in the latest Quinquennial Report 
provided by the church architect. 
 
Update on Anstey Fair "We have not got the final 
figures together yet but it looks like we will have had a 
record breaking year.  Thanks once again to the Cossors 
for hosting us and thanks also to all the committee and 
helpers for their hard work in making this such a 
successful event.  In the next newsletter we will be able 
to give the final figures and our distribution of the 
funds.” 
 

Anstey Fair Tea Stall. We would like to give our 
thanks to all ladies and gentlemen for their generous 
donations of cakes and quiches, to Edna for her 
donation of tea and coffee and to Mary Pearce for her 
kind donation towards the tea stall. This was greatly 
appreciated and helped towards a successful village fair. 
Sue & Ruth 
 
ANSTEY VILLAGE HALL 
Many thanks to all who attended our very pleasant Wine 
Tasting Evening on Saturday 2nd June in the Village 
Hall. An interesting range of wines was sampled, with 
live music to round off the evening. 
Fancy a flutter? On Saturday 22nd September we will 
be running our first ever RACE NIGHT, with 8 races 
on the card and tote tickets at £1 each. Entrance is just 
£5, which includes a Ploughman’s supper; licensed bar. 
As usual we’ll take the entrance fee on the evening, but 
we do need to have some idea of numbers, for catering 
purposes. To reserve your place please contact Dave 
Oxley (oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 01763 848584). Doors 
will open at 7.30pm, first race starts at 8.00. 
On Friday 29th June we showed FILM STARS DON’T 
DIE IN LIVERPOOL, based on the true story of 
Hollywood star Gloria Grahame. Our next film will be 
shown on Friday 7th September - doors open 7.30pm, 
film starts at 8.oo. All members should receive an email 
flyer with details of the next film to be shown. If you 
don’t receive one, or would like to become a member, 
please contact Colin Smith: colingsmith@gmail.com / 
01763 849949 or Dave Oxley: oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 
01763 848584. Non-members are welcome to join us on 
the night, as a guest (for £3) or to sign up as a member. 
Membership is still just £12 per calendar year and 
allows free entry to all 9 films!  
The following classes continue to run throughout the 
week, except for the period Mon 6th to Wed 8th Aug, 
when the hall will be closed for the installation of double 
glazing. Any other holiday closures will be announced 
via the Weekly News email.  
Mondays  Senior Zumba 6.30pm – 7.30pm  
Tuesdays  Yoga  5.15pm – 6.15pm  
                         Table Tennis 7.30pm – 8.30pm 
Wednesdays  Table Tennis 10.30am – 11.30am 
                              Pilates   4.30pm – 5.30pm  
                           Carpet Bowls 7.30pm – 9.30pm 
  (September 27th to April) 
Thursdays  Yoga                       11.45am – 12.45pm 
New members are always welcome at any of these classes. 
The first session is free – thereafter, it’s just £3 per session, 
pay as you go - no upfront fees. Contact Dave Oxley [see 
above] for more information. 
To book the hall for a private function please 
contact Ruth Hart: ruth.hart9@btinternet.com / 01763 
849724 

 
 

http://www.ansteyvillage.co.uk/
mailto:oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk
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Brent Pelham Village Hall.  The Village hall 
committee wish to advertise that there has been fully 
paid up, and working, Wi-Fi at the hall since June 6th, 
and it is free to use for all hall users. Two village hall 
Meetings were postponed due to the football World 
Cup! So no other decisions have been taken. Save the 
date: Christmas Fair Sunday December 2nd. 
 
Well wishes, and speedy recovery, to the two elderly 
people in the village have recently broken their hips.   
  
Another car in the 
garden. – At the 
end of May a car 
landed upside down 
in Jane Stewart 
Brown’s garden at 
Washall green. This 
time there was no 
hole in the hedge as 
it used the sign on 
the corner to become 
airborne. 
Paramedics and 
police attended, no 
report of casualties. 
 
Reminder of 
Spring – Lovely 
photo of Bumbles 
Field by Graham 
White. 
 
Congratulations to Rachel and Mitch Robinson 
on the arrival of Archie John Robinson born 
10/6/18 @ 22.40. His weight was 8lb2oz. 
 
For the benefit of those new to the village and 
as general reminders  
 
The Black Horse pub For details of regular  and 
seasonal activities see the Facebook page – Watch, Like, 
Follow 
https://www.facebook.com/theblackhorsebrentpelham
/ or speak to landlord Hugh on 01279 778925. 
 
Parish Visitor You may or may not be aware that 
Annette Farrimond (Tel: 777627 or email: 
annettefarrimond@gmail.com) is the current Parish 
Visitor for Brent Pelham.  She visits on behalf of the 
Vicar and would welcome any information about 
arrivals, departures and anyone else who would like a 
visit.  As the Farrimonds will be moving to Cheltenham 
in due course, she is looking for somebody to take over 
the role. 
 
 

Brent Pelham Voluntary Emergency Telephone 
Service (VETS) scheme. As the name suggests this is 
an Emergency Telephone Service run by volunteers in 
the village. It can be called in an emergency to provide 
local support whilst waiting for the emergency services 
to arrive. It is important to note this is NOT a 

 substitute for the emergency services - Call 999 
first. Then, if you need a fellow villager to help 
manage the emergency, or just some company while 
you wait for the emergency services to arrive, you 
should call 01279 260911. 
  
Village Defibrillator This is located near the 
village hall and post box opposite the church. The 
access code for the box is C159X.  
  
Brent Pelham Facebook page. If you are a 
Facebook user then don’t forget to like the Brent 
Pelham Facebook page to keep up to date with 
upcoming events & local news. 
 
Fraser Murray sends out emails to the village with 
general news, these are useful for getting out urgent 
new, reminders and information quickly. To add your 
name to his distribution list, or if your email has 
changed, then send a blank email to 
frasermurray@me.com with your name and address in 
the header. 
 
Pilates at the Village Hall every Monday from 7 to 
8 pm, led by experienced teacher Becky - newcomers 
are welcome whether male or female.  Each class 
costs £6 if you pay for one or £5 if you pay monthly. 
Any questions - contact Hazel Norris on 777316 
 

 
Saturday 29 September – First World War 
Centenary Event in Meesden – BOOKINGS 
NOW OPEN!  You may be aware that the UK is 
staging events throughout 2018 to mark 100 years 
since the end of conflict. Meesden is proud to be 
hosting its own special event, ‘Finished’, an evening of 
music, readings and poems from the period, on 
Saturday 29th September in Meesden Bury Barn. The 
performance, which will be led by noted local musician 
Ros Holbrow and friends, will be followed by the 
opportunity to hear and share family stories from the 
period. Please save the date and join us for what 
promises to be a truly inspirational and moving 
evening.  Tickets cost £11 each, including a 
complimentary drink on arrival, and are available to 
purchase NOW via the dedicated online booking 
page that you can access via 
www.meesdenvillage.wordpress.com.  All proceeds 
from the event will go to support Meesden Village Hall 
and the Church of St. Mary’s Meesden.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/theblackhorsebrentpelham/
https://www.facebook.com/theblackhorsebrentpelham/
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Advance Diary Date 
We are planning another of our popular Tapas Evenings 
for Saturday 3th November.  Please make a note in your 
diaries so you don’t miss it! 

 
Congratulations to the Murphy Family 
Lydia, aged 11, has qualified for the National Dressage 
Championships in August with her riding club.  
Will, who is 14, won an Olympic Trap Clay Shooting 
Competition at Nuthampstead Shooting ground at the 
beginning of June.  He will be in Italy from 26th-29th 
July for his first international competition.  He finished 
9th at the GB selection shoot at the end of June for 
under 21yr old boys and was 3rd in his class.  
Very well done to them both on their achievements to 
date! 
 
Community Garden and Village Green What a 
struggle these last few months have been for our 

Community Garden.  Not a 
single drop of rain and 
scorching temperatures have 
dried the soil making it 

extremely difficult to work.  Despite this, and with 
endless watering, we have managed to reap some 
reward. The potatoes we have grown are well ahead of 
what was expected, so too are our onions and peas. This 
year we are growing tomatoes and although it is still too 
early to start cropping them, they look quite promising. 
Keep a close check on the display outside the Village 
Hall as the supply is somewhat limited. Thanks, as 
always to all at Vegware for their kind support. 
                                                                                      
The Meesden Mowers Group would like to thank 
the Parish Council for their support in covering some of 
the ongoing costs of keeping our village green looking 
good. With the continued financial support of 
households in the village the volunteers in the Meesden 
Mowers Group will be able to maintain their efforts for 
the rest of the season. Please give generously, as you 
have in the past, when we come knocking on your door 
for support. – Ken Newstead 

 
Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS) 
The Parish Council has financed this system for another 
year. Thankfully it has never been needed, but we do 
ask you to keep the VETS phone number to hand in 
case you need the help of a neighbour in an emergency 
as we have been told that the Ambulance Service can no 
longer guarantee that they will be able to call our VETS 
line due to their ever-increasing workload. Please 
remember that VETS does not replace the 999 service 
and that VETS helpers have no medical training. 
 

PLEASE BE AWARE OF YOUR SPEED WHEN 
DRIVING THROUGH THE VILLAGES.  THE SPEED  

LIMIT IS 30MPH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fine Cabinet Makers & Fitted 

Furniture Producers 
Bespoke Joinery 
C M Joinery Ltd 

For more information log onto 
 www.thecabinetmaker.co.uk 

Telephone – 07831 543715  
or e-mail colin@thecabinetmaker.co.uk  

 
 

 

MBL DECORATING 
Painting and decorating at reasonable rates 

*Free Quotations* 
We are fully insured 

01279-427240 or mobile 07790612954  
            

 

 
Helping Hands - Domestic 

services 
Local references available. 

Need help with your busy schedule? We 

can help you with: 

     *Housekeeping 

      (spring clean, general clean, washing, 

ironing etc) 

     *Carpet cleaning 

     *End of tenancy cleaning 

     *Party hosting assistance 

     *Baby sitting 

     *Dog walking 

Please contact for details, advice and a 

free quote. 

Bettina Kovacs  07518928871 

kovacsbettina@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

http://www.thecabinetmaker.co.uk/
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LadiesBeginners Bodyfit 
Bootcamp! 
WOMEN ONLY. Everyone 
welcome - 
All abilities catered for! 
ANSTEY PARK Mondays 
9.15-10 a.m £5.00 PER 
SESSION (First session free!) 
Come and join in the fun with 
other like-minded women. 
Please contact Emma Raymen PT 07792 
429782 
Rocketfitness@hotmail.com  

 
 

 
 
 

Fingers and Forks – bespoke 
caterers 

Catering for all occasions – Weddings, 
Christenings, Funerals, Corporate, Hog 

Roasts, Banquets, and Canapés etc. 
Full Hot and Cold Menu available – High 

Standard of Cuisine and Presentation. Ring 
Emma on 01763 848000 

 

ANSTEY GROVE BARN 
BED AND BREAKFAST 

 

 
 

Anstey Grove Barn is a timber barn that has 
been tastefully converted specifically to offer 
high quality Bed and Breakfast 
accommodation. It is situated away from the 
main farmhouse, and overlooks the secluded 
walled garden, which is set to lawn and formal 
herb patio and is for guests’ use only. The six 
rooms are all elegantly furnished and are a 
mixture of twin and double. The “Master 
Room” has a four poster bed, bathroom with 
freestanding roll top bath, shower and 
separate WC. 

www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk 
contact Alice at 

enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk   01763 
848828 or 07791296060 

 
 

 R Webb’s Gardening Services 
 

Hedge Cutting, Grass Cutting, 
Strimming, Weeding, Pruning shrubs and 

small Trees, Fencing, and General Garden 
Maintenance. 

 

Fully Insured. Anstey based 
 

Tel: 07815 134875 
01763 848051 
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Rosie Norbury Childminding 

Services 

Places available for children ages 6 

months – 2 years 

Full day care or part time hours 

Happy, fun and caring home 

environment 

Based in Braughing - 11 years’ 

experience 

Competitive rates, all childcare 

vouchers  

Ofsted registered - Excellent 

references available 

01920 82256 or 07970 367074 

rosie.norbury@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

THE OAK 

HUT www.theoakhut.co.uk 

Bespoke exterior carpentry, including: 

Gazebos, Summerhouses, Sheds,  

Pergolas, Decking and more. 

Tel: 07463 954721 

Email: info@theoakhut.co.uk  
Based in Anstey, Hertfordshire 

 

J.G Brickwork and Building Services 
 

All aspects of Brickwork and Building work 

undertaken. 

 

Level 3 NVQ & City & Guilds Bricklayers. 

 

Free Estimates please contact: - 

 

07557531841 / 07879053193 
 

 

 

 

07557531841 or 07879053193 

mailto:rosie.norbury@hotmail.co.uk

