DECEMBER 2019 to JANUARY 2020
Diary of Events
Date
Dec

1st

Dec 1st
Dec 3rd
Dec 5th
Dec 5th
Dec 8th
Dec 10th
Dec 15th
Dec 18th
Dec 21st
Dec 22nd
Dec 24th
Dec 26th
Jan
Jan 24th
Jan 25th
Jan 30th
Feb 1st
Feb 28th
April 25th

Event
Brent Pelham Christmas Fair 11am to 3.30pm
Advent Candle Service at Anstey in aid of Crisis 5pm
Village Link – Meesden Village Hall 7.30pm- Christmas Meal
Hormead Garden Club - Hormead Village Hall 8pm – AGM
and Christmas Party, quiz, wine & canapés and a chance to
chat to friends.
Winter Wonderland at Anstey Village Hall and School grounds
4pm to 7pm. Carol Singing, roast turkey and mulled wine. Do
come and support your local school.
St Nicholas’ Festive Fair – Great Hormead Church 11am – 4pm
Village Christmas Supper Club – The Woodman,
Nuthampstead – 7.30pm. Please book
Lantern Carols – Meesden Village Hall – 6.30pm
Anstey Village Carols in the Blind Fiddler – 7pm
Brent Pelham Carol Service 6pm followed by Village Hall
Xmas Party 7pm
Brent Pelham Carol Service and Christmas Party
Blessing of the Crib Service – St Mary’s Meesden 3.30pm
? Supper Club at Black Horse, Brent Pelham – please check as
this is Boxing Day!
Hormead Garden Club - No Meeting in January
Anstey Pop-up Film & Social Club – Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm
Brent Pelham Burns Night Supper
Supper Club at Black Horse, Brent Pelham
Sausage and Mash Evening Meesden Village Hall 7pm
Anstey Pop-up Film & Social Club – Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm
Real Advance notice! Anstey Village Hall Quiz

Editors: John and Patricia Hamilton, Red Stack, Anstey, Herts. SG9 0BN
Tel. 01763 848536 jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com
Please send in your own news to: Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rjmo@tinyworld.co,uk (for Anstey);
Martin Hugi brentpelhamnewsletter@protonmail.com (for Brent Pelham) PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS:
Margaret Beach on 01279 777195 or mothbeach27@gmail.com (Meesden), Or, for last minute material, direct to the editors.

The next deadline is

15th January 2020

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND
NEW YEAR TO US ALL!
Its Christmas Shop time again!! Anstey’s very own Christmas Shop is open for 10 days this year.
The Yew Tree Christmas shop welcomes you from 10.30-4.30pm each day
Monday 2nd – Saturday 7th, Friday 13th, Saturday 14th, Friday 20th and Saturday
21st December. Come along any time during these dates to see our wide range of
alpaca products, including our super soft socks and alpaca pillows. There’s also
luxury chocolates, homemade provisions and chutneys and Christmas candles
to widen your choice of Christmas gifts. You’ll find refreshments and biscuits.
This year our excellent alpaca manure will also be available at £2 per bag for
new/partial rotted and £3 per bag for well-rotted manure so make a space in
your car when you come. For more info tel: 01763 848257 or email
on info@yewtreealpacas.co.uk
The Woodman at Nuthampstead has some events coming up, as well
as half price pizzas available every Monday evening, eat in or

takeaway.
1st – 24th December – Christmas menu available (bookings
only)
Monday 2nd December – Local acoustic music group session
Tuesday 3rd December – Christmas quiz night (Christmas
jumpers are de rigueur!)
Tuesday 10th December – Christmas Supper Club
Friday 13th December – Christmas party night (Hog roast
buffet, music and dancing)
Monday 23rd December – Festive sing song with The Royston
Roses Choir (Mulled cider and mince pies available, as well as
the usual Monday pizzas!)
Saturday 25th January – Burns night supper with live bagpipes
East Herts Council is pleased to announce the second
funding round of its 2019 Community Grants Programme. The
deadline for applications is 5pm Monday 16 December
2019. Capital grants of up to £8,000 are available for costs
of: 1 building improvement projects that lead to high quality
and accessible places and spaces that benefit the wider
community and 2 large items of equipment that enable health
and wellbeing outcomes to happen. All potential applicants are

expected to contact the council’s grants officer Claire on claire.pullen@eastherts.gov.uk and discuss their
ideas before submitting an application. Claire Pullen, Housing and Health Projects Officer, East Herts Council,
Wallfields, Pegs Lane Hertford SG13 8EQ. www.eastherts.gov.uk T: 01992531459.
Our District Councillor has asked if we could make a regular brief note in our newsletter of the Community
Bus service to/from Buntingford which apparently is seldom used by our villages and our routes are danger of
being scrapped. The service to Buntingford operates as follows: Tuesday: Wyddial – Anstey – Meesden.
Thursday: Brent Pelham – Hormead – Hare St.
Village Link. Sadly

the Village Link group will not be running next year as our numbers have dropped
so much we cannot afford to keep going.
GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME – If you need a lift to a hospital, or doctor’s surgery, or help with the
shopping or with other tasks, just give us a ring on 01763 848536.
There are two local Supper Clubs. On the second Tuesday of each month one is held at The Woodman,
Nuthampstead at 7.30pm (please book on 01763 848328). This now features a SET MENU of two or three
courses with a choice of three for each course and your choice as to having two or three courses. Then on the last
Thursday of each month it is the turn of the Black Horse, Brent Pelham, (pre booking only) 01279 778925.
Garden & DIY Equipment A reminder that we have equipment that is available for people to borrow. For full
details of the equipment visit https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/ and check out the Loan DIY
Equipment tab. Please do let us know if you have equipment that we can add to this list.

www.ansteyvillage.co.uk
Greta Barker writes: - “A very belated thank you to
all who attended the Welwyn Male Voice Choir
concert at St George’s Church Anstey on the 7 th
September. It was a huge success. Grateful thanks also
to those who helped prepare the Church and to all
who provided the refreshment nibbles. We made a
handsome profit well in excess of £550, which will go
towards the maintenance of the Church.”
Anstey Village Hall.
ANSTEY POP-UP FILM AND SOCIAL CLUB. On
Friday 25th October we showed RED JOAN, a British
spy drama directed by Trevor Nunn and starring Judi
Dench. On Friday 22nd November our film was
YESTERDAY, a romantic comedy directed by Danny
Boyle which is also a glowing tribute to The Beatles
and their music. Our next two films will be shown on
Friday 24th Jan and Friday 28th Feb - doors open
7.30pm, film starts at 8.oo. All members should
receive an email flyer in advance, with details of the
next film to be shown. If you don’t receive one, or
would like to become a member, please contact Colin
Smith (colingsmith@gmail.com / 01763 849949) or
Dave Oxley (oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 01763 848584).
Non-members are welcome to join us on the night, as
a guest (for £3) or to sign up as a member.
Please note that all memberships will be due for
renewal in January. However, the good news is that
it’s still just £12 per calendar year and allows free
entry to all 9 films!
QUIZ NIGHT! The annual Village Hall fundraising
quiz will take place on Saturday 25th April, with

quizmaster Edward Burton once again testing those
little grey cells. More details to follow in the next
edition.
EXERCISE CLASSES
The following classes continue to run on a regular
basis:
Monday
Dance Fit
5.30pm – 6.30pm £4 per session
Tuesday
Yoga
5.15pm – 6.15pm £4.00
Table Tennis
7.30pm – 8.30pm £3.00
Wednesday
Table Tennis
9.30am – 11.00am £3.00
NB new start time. However, there is no obligation to
be there for the whole session.
Carpet Bowls 7.30pm – 9.30pm £2.50
Thursday
Yoga
9.45am – 10.45am £4.00
All classes are pay-as-you-go, with no upfront fees.
New members, of any age and ability, are always
welcome and the first ‘taster’ session is free. Text Dave
Oxley
on
07802
733398
(or
email
oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk) for more information.
THE VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK. Those of you who
use the lower car park will have noticed that a
substantial amount of invasive Russian Vine has been
removed and the surface of the area has been
improved. The Village Hall Committee would like to
thank the Cokenach estate for their generous help in
regrading the car park. It is an important village asset
and serves not only the Hall but also the School and St
George’s Church.
SUPPORTING THE HALL WITH THE EAST HERTS
LOTTERY. East Herts Lottery is a weekly online
lottery, where 60% of all funds raised go to good
causes that benefit local communities in East Herts.
Each ticket costs £1 per week, and 50p of that goes
directly to your nominated cause – in our case, The
Village Hall. The odds of winning any prize are 50:1

and the top prize (matching 6 numbers in a row) is
£25,000!
For
more
information
go
to
www.easthertslottery.co.uk or see the separate flyer
with this issue. If you are keen to support Anstey
Village Hall by playing the East Herts Lottery, please
go to www.ansteyvillage.co.uk/hall to sign up. Thank
you!
HIRING THE HALL. To book Anstey Village Hall for
a private function, or to hire any tables, chairs or
equipment, please contact Ruth Hart on 01763
849724 or email ruth.hart9@btinternet.com
The information below will help you if you ever need
to use the Anstey Defibrillator, which is located on
the outside wall of The Blind Fiddler public house:
RESPONDING TO A SUDDEN CARDIAC
ARREST.
First ring 999 emergency services. If you’re able
to carry out CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) do
so immediately and continue until the emergency
services arrive. If there is someone with you, send
them to collect the Anstey defibrillator, which is
located on the outside wall of The Blind Fiddler public
house. The code to open the cabinet door is 3456.
Once activated, the defibrillator will check the rate
and intensity of your CPR and let you know if it needs
to apply a shock to restart the heart. If there is no-one
with you ring one of the following people, who all live
close to The Blind Fiddler, and who have offered to get
the defibrillator speedily to you if necessary:
Ali Norfolk and Neil Richards – 849335: Dave and
Pauline Kellett – 848562: Mark and Karen Parrott –
849964: Dave and Kate Oxley – 848584 Justin Jewitt
and Julia Magill – 847297.
You’re welcome to join the Anstey Defibrillator
WhatsApp group, which will alert everyone in the
group (including the persons above) simultaneously,
so the first person available can deliver the
defibrillator swiftly to you. Please text Dave Oxley on
07802 733398 if you wish to join the group.
For those of you who were unable to attend the
training session, there's a really useful video about
using our defibrillator (approx 3 mins) on You Tube
at HeartSine Samaritan PAD 500P Instructional
Video

https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/
Brent Pelham Facebook page. If you are a
Facebook user then don’t forget to like the Brent
Pelham Facebook page to keep up to date with
upcoming events & local news. Fraser Murray sends
out emails to the village with general news, these are
useful for getting out urgent new, reminders and
information quickly. To add your name to his
distribution list, or if your email has changed, then
send a blank email to frasermurray@me.com with
your name and address in the header.

Pilates At the Village Hall every Monday from 7 to
8 pm, led by experienced teacher Becky - newcomers
are welcome whether male or female. Each class costs
£6 if you pay for one or £5 if you pay monthly. Any
questions - contact Hazel Norris on 777316
Village Hall internet - The Wi-Fi network is BPVillage-Hall and the password is shonk5moat. It’s free
to use for basic respectful use, and for those ‘yourinternet-is-down’ emergencies; For prolonged heavy
use a small, or large, donation would be very welcome,
simply post through the letter box at the Village Hall
with an explanatory note.
Brent Pelham & Meesden Parish Council website can be found at https://www.brentpelhammeesden-pc.org/
Village defibrillator. The village defibrillator is
located near the village hall and post box opposite the
church. The access code for the box is C159X.
Brent Pelham Voluntary Emergency Telephone
Service (VETS) scheme. As the name suggests this
is an Emergency Telephone Service run by volunteers
in the village. It can be called in an emergency to
provide local support whilst waiting for the emergency
services to arrive. It is important to note this is NOT a
substitute for the emergency services - Call 999 first.
Then, if you need a fellow villager to help manage the
emergency, or just some company while you wait for
the emergency services to arrive, you should call
01279 260911.
Bell Ringing at St. Mary’s Church, Brent
Pelham Practice ringing sessions have changed
to every Wednesday 7.30-9pm rather than every
second Saturday and every second Wednesday. If
anyone would like more information or perhaps even
join us, they can contact Miro mirokuro@hotmail.com
Broadband in the village – A theory? Several
years ago, when a new telephone and broadband line
was put into a property in the village, someone else
lost their connection at the same time. The two
families knew each other and so could corroborate the
time and date. A coincidence perhaps? At this time
that villager was without their line and an internet
connection for a fortnight, during which they actually
went to the BT exchange near Washall Green and
spoke to a BT Open Reach engineer; they were let in
and shown that there were not enough ‘sockets’ to go
around. It appeared that they had simply been
unplugged. A month or so ago, the same happened
again; a second line was installed in a property in the
village and, at the same time, a villager lost their
telephone and broadband. Again, a fortnight went
passed, going through the fault reporting procedure,
before the engineer arrived. Again, they admitted that
when they investigated the wire had just been
unplugged, but up one of the poles this time, and
another had been plugged in. The question is
therefore, is this happening all the time? Are there

always one or more properties in the village that lose
their broadband for two or three weeks because there
are fundamental parts of the telecommunications
infrastructure that needs updating? Are there just not
enough plugs? It would be good to investigate and
either rule it out as just a wild theory, or build up a
body of evidence that can be used.
If you have recently had a fault, are experiencing a
fault, or when you next have a fault please let the
Brent Pelham editor know martinhugi@outlook.com
who will collate the details.

https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/
Alma Cottage Plant Sale In spite of a fairly hot,
dry summer, once again Elaine McNeile managed to
produce a varied and beautiful range of plants which
she sold outside her and Andrew's cottage throughout
the whole of the season. Proceeds from these sales
amounted to a phenomenal £1,200, and a cheque for
this amount was presented to the PCC at its last
meeting. As well as members of the PCC, worshippers
and visitors from far and near, (all of whom
appreciate the beauty of St Mary's Church in
Meesden, would like to say a huge "Thank you" to
Elaine for the wonderful work she continues to do
throughout the years in raising such a magnificent
amount of money. We all know that plants don't raise
themselves; they need good soil. regular feeding and
watering, and an endless supply of tender loving
care. We are extremely grateful to Elaine for her hard
work and dedication, the money from which provides
a significant input towards the upkeep of our lovely
little Church.
Lantern Carols - 15th December 2019 This year's
Lantern Carols will be held on the evening of Sunday
15th December. (This will replace the Service of Light
which was to have been held at St. Mary's Church on
that evening). The proceedings will begin at 6.00 pm
for the village children, giving them the opportunity to
decorate the Christmas tree in the Village Hall. All
help will be appreciated - from the smallest child to
the slightly older "child at heart"! The Carols are
scheduled for a 6.30 pm start, and they will be led by
the Rev. James Sawyer. There will be a welcoming
fire, either inside or outside, depending on the
weather. After the singing, there will be hot mince
pies, sausage rolls and mulled wine, which will
definitely be served inside! As usual, help with
donations of these on the day, will be most
welcome. It has been known for Father Christmas to
put in an appearance at this event, so take note any
children reading this, and be on your best behaviour
for the next few weeks! There will also be a raffle, so
make sure you have a few coins in your pocket, if you
would like the chance to win a prize.

Blessing of the Crib Service - 24th December
2019 Our traditional Blessing of the Crib Service will
be held, as usual, on Christmas Eve at St. Mary's
Church, Meesden at 3.30 pm. This moving Service
provides a meaningful start to the festivities of
Christmas. We will celebrate the birth of Christ with
carols, candles and the Travelling Crib. Children will
be invited to take an active part in the Service, and we
are hoping for a repeat performance from them of last
year's musical accompaniment to an old favourite "Little Donkey". Last year, over 140 people attended
this Service. Let's see if we can top that!
Here are two Advance Diary Dates:
1. Sausage and Mash Supper - 1st February
2020 Another of our old favourites is to take place
again on Saturday 1st February 2020 - our traditional
Sausage and Mash Supper! As usual, this will be held
in the Village Hall, starting at 7.00 pm. We are once
again keeping the ticket prices the same as in previous
years - £8 for adults, £5 for children under 14 and £20
for a family of four. The food will be delicious and
plentiful, consisting of plump bangers, buttery mash,
neeps and thick onion gravy. You must, however,
leave room for a selection of tasty home-made
puddings to suit all tastes. This is a popular event, so
we suggest you book early to reserve your seat at the
table. Tickets are available from Margaret, either by
phoning
01279
777195
or
emailing
mothbeach27@gmail.com.
2. Meesden's Quiz Evening - 28th March 2020
One more of our popular events is being arranged for
Saturday 28th March 2020 - Meesden's Quiz
Evening. Please mark the date in your diary, and
watch this space for further details in our next
Newsletter!
Meesden Community Garden: We are very
grateful to our sponsors Vegware for increasing our
grant for the Community Garden to £30 a month. This
was noted and discussed at the last meeting of our
Village Hall Committee, and it was suggested by a
member of the Committee that we might extend the
garden and invest some of the money in growing fruit
trees. Whilst this
was thought to be
a
feasible
proposition,
the
Committee would
welcome the views
of any villagers
who might have other ideas as to what they would like
to see this money put towards in relation to the
Community Garden. Those interested in the produce
we have outside the Village Hall should note that the
supply of potatoes and cooking apples has now
finished, and only leeks remain for sale. We can offer a
small number of logs over the coming months for
those who have an open fire or a log burner. The wood
was cut last year and stored till now in our shed. As
always, all we ask is a donation towards the upkeep of
our village Hall.

Neighbourhood Watch: The Hertfordshire branch
of the Online Watch Link (OWL) recently organised a
very interesting information event aimed at older
people. Those who have registered with OWL
at www.owl.co.uk will know how beneficial their
services are at keeping us safe in our homes and
informed of any potential crime in our area.
Information from this event is on display in our
Village Hall and you are welcome to view it at your
next visit. OWL has national police approval and is
promoted by BBC Crimewatch. None of us wants to be
the victim of crime, so why not register
at www.owl.co.uk and benefit from the information
that they provide on their website and via email.
Meesden Defibrillator and VETS: This is just a
reminder that we have a defibrillator in our telephone
kiosk at Meesden. The secure cabinet can be opened
by entering C159X on the keypad. In conjunction
with this, Meesden also has a Village Emergency
Telephone system (VETS) which can be reached by
dialling 01279 260560. Please remember that VETS
does not replace the 999 emergency services in any
way. The volunteer who answers the VETS call may
have no formal medical training.

Helping Hands - Domestic
services
Local references available.
Need help with your busy schedule? We
can help you with:
*Housekeeping
(spring clean, general clean, washing,
ironing etc)
*Carpet cleaning
*End of tenancy cleaning
*Party hosting assistance
*Baby sitting
*Dog walking
Please contact for details, advice and a
free quote.
Bettina Kovacs 07518928871
kovacsbettina@hotmail.co.uk

Fine Cabinet Makers & Fitted
Furniture Producers
Bespoke Joinery
C M Joinery Ltd
For more information log onto
www.thecabinetmaker.co.uk
Telephone – 07831 543715
or e-mail colin@thecabinetmaker.co.uk

MBL DECORATING
Painting and decorating at reasonable rates
*Free Quotations*
We are fully insured
01279-427240 or mobile 07790612954

A.D & D.J Baker
Mini-digger hire, Welding repairs
and fabrication. Mower repairs.
Telephone: - (01763) 848719
Mobile: 07867742250

Fingers and Forks –
bespoke caterers
Catering for all occasions – Weddings,
Christenings, Funerals, Corporate, Hog
Roasts, Banquets, and Canapés etc.
Full Hot and Cold Menu available –
High Standard of Cuisine and
Presentation. Ring Emma on 01763
848000

ANSTEY GROVE BARN
BED AND BREAKFAST

R Webb’s Gardening Services
Hedge Cutting, Grass Cutting,
Strimming, Weeding, Pruning shrubs
and small Trees, Fencing, and General
Garden Maintenance.
Fully Insured. Anstey based

Tel: 07815 134875
01763 849636

Anstey Grove Barn is a timber barn that
has been tastefully converted specifically
to offer high quality Bed and Breakfast
accommodation. It is situated away from
the main farmhouse, and overlooks the
secluded walled garden, which is set to
lawn and formal herb patio and is for
guests’ use only. The six rooms are all
elegantly furnished and are a mixture of
twin and double. The “Master Room” has
a four poster bed, bathroom with
freestanding roll top bath, shower and
separate WC.
www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk
contact Alice at
enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk 01763
848828 or 07791296060

J.G Brickwork and Building Services
All aspects of Brickwork and Building work
undertaken.
Level 3 NVQ & City & Guilds Bricklayers.
Free Estimates please contact: 07557531841 / 07879053193

07557531841 or 07879053193

Rosie Norbury
Childminding Services
Places available for children ages 6
months – 2 years
Full day care or part time hours
Happy, fun and caring home environment
Based in Braughing - 11 years’ experience
Competitive rates, all childcare vouchers
Ofsted registered - Excellent
references available
01920 82256 or 07970 367074
rosie.norbury@hotmail.co.uk

