OCTOBER to NOVEMBER 2017
Diary of Events
Date

Event

30th

Sept
Oct 3rd

Oct 10th
Oct 13th
Oct 14th
Oct 19th
Nov 3rd
Nov 7th
Nov 14th
Nov 16th
Nov 25th
Dec 3rd

Folk and Acoustic Music – Anstey Church 7.30pm
Village Link– Meesden Village Hall 7.30pm – “Tools
with a Mission” speaker Mr Webb, and AGM
Village
Supper
Club
–
The
Woodman,
Nuthampstead – 7.30pm.
Anstey Pop-up Film and Social Club, Village Hall,
7.30 for 8pm
Emily Yarrow concert - St Mary’s Church, Brent
Pelham - 7.30pm
Hormead Garden Club –
“Fascinating Fungi”
speaker Helene Davies
Anstey Pop-Up Film and Social Club, Village Hall
7.30 for 8pm
Village Link – Meesden Village Hall 7.30pm - “SOE
– Nadine’s Story” speaker Joan Munden
Village
Supper Club – The Woodman,
Nuthampstead – 7.30pm
Hormead Garden Club – Hormead Village Hall 8pm
– AGM and Christmas party.
Anstey Village Hall – Christmas Dance
Brent Pelham Christmas Fair 11am to 4pm

Editors: John and Patricia Hamilton, Red Stack, Anstey, Herts. SG9 0BN
Tel. 01763 848536 jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com
Please send in your own news to: Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rjmo@tinyworld.co,uk (for Anstey);
Margaret Beach on 01279 777195 or moth@sotamail.com (Meesden)
or, for Brent Pelham news or last minute material, direct to the editors.

The next deadline is

15th September 2017

Peggy Wells and family would like to extend their sincere thanks to everyone for their kind wishes,
prayers and generous donations for Barley Surgery in memory of Bert Davies who died peacefully at
home on 4th August 2017.
GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME – If you need a lift to a hospital, or doctor’s surgery, help with the
shopping, or minor jobs around the house, etc, just give us a ring on 01763 848536.
There is a local Supper Club: on the second Tuesday of each month. It is held at The Woodman,
Nuthampstead at 7.30pm (please book on 01763 848328).

East Herts Council is pleased to announce that its Community Grants Programme 17/18 is now
open. We are accepting applications for grants up to £8,000 to help community/voluntary groups and
not-for-profit organisations deliver projects or activities that will improve residents’ health and
wellbeing. The funding could be used to pay for building works, green space improvements and sports
or play equipment as well as operational costs associated with running an activity (e.g. hire costs,
publicity materials, training for volunteers etc) Young people between the ages of 11 to 18 can apply to a
themed fund around performance to excellence in sport. The application process and criteria has
changed, so please go to www.eastherts.gov.uk/grants for details. The deadline for applications is
Monday, 2 October 2017.
Two years ago Emily Yarrow, a beautiful soprano with a gorgeous voice, gave a cabaret performance in
St Mary’s Church Brent Pelham. Everyone who attended loved the evening of songs from shows and
films, and of humour. It was an entertaining and enjoyable event. By popular demand Emily, who
continues to pursue her classical and cabaret singing and acting career, is returning on Saturday 14
October at 7:30 pm. As previously Emily will be accompanied by her father, Richard Myhill, a singersongwriter, musician, composer, producer and arranger, who worked on Duran Duran tracks in the 80s
and subsequently on many film and TV soundtracks.
Tickets are £10 each with under 16s free. These are available by contacting Richard & Annette
Farrimond on 01279 777627 of farrimonds@btinternet.com You can book and then pay on the night.
Do come along for what promises to be another very entertaining and enjoyable evening.

www.ansteyvillage.co.uk
Anstey Village Hall News.
ANSTEY POP-UP FILM AND SOCIAL CLUB.
The 7th meeting of the Film & Social Club was on
Friday 8th September, when we showed THEIR
FINEST, starring Bill Nighy. Our next two screenings
will be on Friday 13th October and Friday 3rd
November. All paid-up members should receive an
email flyer with details of the next film to be shown. If
you don’t receive one, or would like to join, please
contact Colin Smith: colingsmith@gmail.com / 01763
849949 or Dave Oxley: oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 01763
848584. Non-members are welcome to join us on the
night, as a guest [for £3] or to sign up as a member.
Membership is just £12 per year and allows free entry
to all 9 films.
CHRISTMAS DANCE Saturday 25th November
is the date for the ever-popular Christmas Dance.
Once again Revival will be bringing you all the hits
from yesteryear to get those feet tapping and the
dancers grooving! Tickets [please book in advance]
are £15 including supper, with licensed bar. Contact
Colin Smith or Dave Oxley, details as above, for
tickets.
EXERCISE CLASSES AT THE VILLAGE HALL.
Please note revised times:
Mondays
Senior Zumba 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Tuesdays
Yoga
5.15pm – 6.15pm
Table Tennis
7.30pm – 8.30pm
Wednesdays
Table Tennis
10.30am – 11.30am
Pilates
4.30pm – 5.30pm
Carpet Bowls
7.30pm – 9.30pm
(September 27th to April)
Thursdays
Yoga
11.45am – 12.45pm

New members are always welcome at any of these
classes. The first session is free – thereafter, it’s just £3
per session, pay as you go - no upfront fees. Contact
Dave Oxley [see above] for more information.
SAVE THE DATE! Many thanks for your support at
the Quiz Night (6th May) and ‘Music on a Summer’s
Evening’ (22nd July). The ever-popular Christmas
Dance has been scheduled for Saturday 25 th
November. To book the hall for a private function
please contact Ruth Hart: ruth.hart9@btinternet.com
/ 01763 849724
To book the hall for a private function please
contact Ruth Hart: ruth.hart9@btinternet.com /
01763 849724
AN EVENING OF FOLK AND ACOUSTIC
MUSIC
Anstey Church, SG9 0BY Saturday 30
September 7.30 pm. Thursday's Band is a local
group of musicians (one of the guitarists, Mark
Gamon, also plays with the Anstey Fair "house band"
Sky West), who write and perform their own original
songs and have a unique and very lovely sound which
should sound amazing in the beautiful acoustics of
Anstey Church. The band will be supported by John
Meed, a local singer/songwriter who is very
entertaining.
Harvest Lunch in Anstey Village Hall on Sunday 1st
October at 12.30 pm, following a Harvest Festival

service in Anstey Church at 11.30 am. All very
welcome to both or either. It would be helpful to
have an idea of numbers for catering so if you
would like to come to the lunch please contact
Alison
Cossor
on
01763
848479
or
alicossor@gmail.com. But you are still welcome
just to turn up on the day!

Jimmy’s Shelter. Please take advance notice of
collections coming up for Jimmy’s Shelter at St
George’s Church Anstey. Firstly tinned/dried
foodstuffs will be collected at the Harvest Festival
Service; secondly toiletries are sought at the Advent
Carol Candle Service at 5pm on 3rd December. All
contributions will be really welcome.
Fundraising Quiz for Anstey Church in Anstey
Village Hall on Saturday 7 October, 7 for 7.30
pm. Tickets £10 per head to include ploughman's
supper. Teams ideally of 6-8. Please contact Alison
Cossor, details as above, indicating whether you will
make up your own table or would like to join someone
else's.

Sadly no-one has as yet come forward to take over this
section. Please let the editors know or call Peter
Wrightson on 777435 if you would like to edit the
Brent Pelham news. We are filling in with repeat
items, an item on the upcoming Country Fair and a
repeat of one of the ever popular Ted’s Tales.
Ted’s Tales. Ted Barclay shares some of his
incredible
knowledge
about
the
local
countryside and its myths and legends.
LOST HOUSES IN BRENT PELHAM
Brent Pelham may not seem to change much over the
years but it is interesting to note that the current
population is about 175 souls whereas at the end of the
19th Century it was more than 300. Bearing in mind
that some 36 houses were built in the 20th Century
one might ask where they all lived. The fact that many
of them didn't live very long does not fully answer the
question.
Many houses that were once divided into 2 or 3
different homes have been made into one. Both
houses at Washall Green were semi-detached, Bridge
Cottage was divided into three, The Bury was two,
part being the Post Office, and Down Hall House was
two, part being the police house. The same applies to
several other houses. Even Down Hall Farm House
was divided up for a time but that was later when
along with the Thatched Barn it was used to house
Prisoners of War. (P.O.W.s do not appear on electoral
rolls and therefore do not count towards population
statistics.) This is still not the full answer.
Many houses have simply disappeared. Howlett Hall,
a small farm, stood near where Pelham House now is
and went in the 1890s. Owlets in the Causeway was
named after it but the County Council dropped their
"Hs" when they named it. Black Hall Farm, now a
wood, was destroyed by the Civil Defence in the
1960s. My father was pleased as they did not require
payment. They wished to practice rescuing casualties
after a nuclear explosion but did not use a nuclear
device to achieve their aim. Old Cole Green Farm
House, which also contained the Estate Office, went

about the same time. The old Shop was burnt to the
ground in 1900. The scorch marks are still on the lime
trees by the Village Hall.
Although sad these events pale into insignificance
compared with the unfortunate events of the 1870s.
Outbreaks of Cholera or Typhoid or Diphtheria,
probably all three, destroyed the settlement at Old End
and Newtown, a total of at least eight houses. The
settlements were burnt to destroy the disease and not
rebuilt. Subsequently Newtown was used to dispose of
cattle infected with anthrax. The report of the Bishop’s
Stortford Rural Hygiene Inspectors into this business
is not polite about Brent Pelham. On the plus side it
does appear that these disease outbreaks were
genuine. I understand that the symptoms of Cholera
and Diphtheria are very similar to those of arsenic
poisoning. This explains why it took so long to discover
the series of appalling murders which took place a
little earlier in a neighbouring parish in Essex which
will remain nameless. Such occurrences do not occur
this side of the border. Or do they?

Pilates at the Village Hall every Monday from
7 to 8pm, led by experienced teacher Becky newcomers are welcome whether male or
female. Each class costs £6 if you pay for one or
£5 if you pay monthly. Any questions - contact
Hazel Norris on 777316
A couple of important reminders........
VETS scheme telephone number 01279
260911 ..... Village Defibrillator box access
code C159X.

Celebration of Life Service. On 15th
September a “Celebration of Life” Service was
held in St. Mary’s, Meesden, to commemorate the
life of Olive Fish who died in April. A report of
this Service will appear in the next Newsletter.
Sunday Village Shop. On Sunday 3rd
September the Village Hall opened its doors once
again to serve coffee, tea, cake and bacon butties
to a variety of villagers and cyclists. All those
attending were able to sit outside and enjoy one
of the last few days of summer sun. Thank you to
everyone who supported the opening that day.
Village Fete. Preparations for the Meesden Fete
started early this year with the weather in mind,
but no-one need have worried. An unexpectedly
glorious start to the day heralded what turned out
to be a wonderful occasion with plenty to see and
do (and eat!) Everyone from locals to passers-by

on their bicycles was able to enjoy delicious
home-made produce of all kinds – a Pimms tent
and a BBQ with some extremely tasty Clarks of
Ware sausages and burgers very kindly donated
by Julian Clark.
The afternoon programme included a variety of
“wacky” races for the children, traditional games
and the opportunity to participate in a brilliant
dog agility course. Prizes were also awarded in
the competition tent for the most chocolatey
chocolate cake, showstopper cake, mini garden
and autumn art, and the winner of the 2017 Spud
Competition was announced with the award
going to Ken and Carole Newstead for their
bumper crop! With only one interruption for
rain (a chance for the whole village to squeeze
into the bulging tea tent!) the event raised £500
for the Village Hall and the Church. Thanks so
much to all those who helped make it such a
fantastic afternoon.
Meesden Community Garden It has been a
bumper harvest of runner beans this year and the
potatoes have cropped well too. There are plenty
of onions and garlic still for sale outside the
Village Hall, but unfortunately none of the
broccoli flowered as it should and in the end the

caterpillars devastated everything that was left.
Over the coming weeks we will dig up the last of
the potatoes, pick the remaining runner Beans
and then extend the fence to protect next year’s
crop from rabbit attack. If you think you could
help with this work please call 777 700 and let us
know.
We should have had a bumper crop of Plums this
year as the two small trees on the Community
Garden were laden with fruit, but when we went
to harvest the crop someone had got there before
us and had taken the lot. Suspecting that this
must have been one of the contractors working
on the Water Tower at the time, we contacted
Affinity and asked them to investigate. Although
nobody came forward to confess, the Director of

the contracting company wrote us a very polite
letter of apology and made a generous donation to
the Village Hall fund which more than covered
our financial losses.
MEESDEN Village Signs. You may well have
noticed that the newly installed MEESDEN sign
located at the Eastern end of the village has
disappeared. Unfortunately, this and a BEND
sign were damaged around the time when a
tractor was employed to cut back the overgrown
bushes along Mill Lane. Ted Barclay owns the
land and has apologised on behalf of his workers
on the assumption the signs were damaged by
him, adding that with the noise in the tractor cab
it is very difficult to know if something like this
happens. We have contacted the Highways team
to seek replacement signs.
Meesden VETS. As a routine we have tested the
VETS system recently to check it is fully working.
As a reminder we have delivered a small card
showing the VETS number to every house in the
village. Please keep the card where you will easily
find it in an emergency and if possible add the
number as a contact on your phone. There are
some spare cards in the Village Hall; please feel
free to take one. If you need any further
information on VETS or would like to be included
as a VETS helper, please contact Ken on 777 700.
Meesden Tapas Night. Put it in your diary...
exact date to be confirmed, but it will be a
Saturday in November. As the winter nights draw
in and summer is a distant dream, come and
remember warm, sultry days at Meesden Tapas
Night. We will be holding another Spanish Tapas
Night in Meesden. Delicious food with a
continental twist, drinks from the Fox and
Beehive pop-up pub, live entertainment and
convivial company. Date, and how to get your
tickets, will be advertised on each village website
when the date is confirmed.

PLEASE BE AWARE OF
YOUR SPEED WHEN
DRIVING THROUGH THE
VILLAGES. THE SPEED
LIMIT IS 30MPH

PAUL ABRAHAMS
LANDSCAPES
GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS
Garden design, construction & maintenance
Lawn mowing, Hedge Trimming
Tree Surgery, Paining (interior & exterior)
Fencing & Driveways
Many other services available
For Free estimate: (01799) 543998
Mobile: 07974 051468

PEST CONTROL
Local pest control technician,
cheap rates,
mice, rats, wasps etc - most
pests covered,
BPCA qualified

01279 778049 – mobile
07923580360

REDTAIL PEST CONTROL
For All Your Pest Control Needs

All Pest Species Dealt With
BPCA (1&2) Qualified
LONDON TRAINED
Member of the NPTA
Very Reasonable Prices
CRB checked
Contact

JAMES ROSE
TEL: 08458371744
MOB: 07807429843
www.redtailpestcontrol.com
email red.tail.1st@gmail.com

If you could choose your memories,
would you:
Choose small, friendly classes
in a small, friendly school?
Choose an excellent pupil teacher ratio with
experienced, high quality staff?
Choose strong links to a village community?
Give your child memories to last a
lifetime

Choose ANSTEY FIRST SCHOOL
Contact 01763 848346 today

HouseMartin
Painting and Decorating Services
All interior and exterior work undertaken
Free estimates
01763 848675 / 07787 544688
housemartinpd@aol.com

SUMPTUOUS SOUPS COUNTRY CAKES
Delicious homemade soups and classic
Cakes delivered locally to your door!
Fresh or frozen.
Tomato and Tarragon
Creamed Leek and Potato
Celery and Stilton
Minestrone and many more!
£1.99 per portion
Cakes – Lemon, Chocolate and Apple,
Coffee and Walnut, Cup Cakes
Contact: Elaine on 01763 289 738
for more details.

HOWE ENGINEERING - LOCAL FAMILY
RUN GARAGE BUSINESS WITH GOOD
SERVICE
Saab & Land Rover Specialists - ALL OTHER
MAKES WELCOME
• MOT testing • Power Upgrades • Servicing •
Tyres • Diagnostics
• Air Conditioning • Gas Conversions • FREE
Courtesy Cars Available
HOWE R E N T A L S LTD:
For all your Van and Car Rentals, SWB, MWB,
LWB Vans, Luton Taillifts,
. Small & Medium sized Cars. 1 day up to 3 year
hire.
Stones Cross, Hare Street, Nr. Buntingford, Herts SG9
ODY Tel: 01763 289 521 Fax: 01763 289 782

e-mail: enquiries@howe-engineering.co.uk
engineering.co.uk

www.howe-

MARK COWLER
Building Contractor
All types of building work undertaken

For free estimates please call;

01763 848545 / 07815 798202
cowlerm@hotmail.co.uk
References available on request

