AUGUST to SEPTEMBER 2019
Diary of Events
Date

Event

August
Aug 13th

Village Link – No meeting
Village Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 7.30pm.

August
Aug 18th
Aug 29th
Sept 3rd
Sept 7th

Hormead Garden Club - No Meeting
The Herts & Essex Country Fair – The Park, Brent Pelham
Supper Club at Black Horse, Brent Pelham
Village Link – Meesden Village Hall 7.30pm - ‘101 things you never
knew about garden birds’. Chris Ward is a very experienced
professional wild life photographer and speaker.
Welwyn GC Male Voice Choir concert St George’s Anstey – 7.30pm

Sept 10th

Village Supper Club – The Woodman, Nuthampstead – 7.30pm

Sept 12th

Sept 15th

Hormead Garden Club - Hormead Village Hall 8pm – ‘Companion
planting’- the close planting of different plants that enhance each
other’s growth or protect each other from pests and diseases.
Speaker: Andrew Sankey who last spoke to the club in 2015.
Meesden Harvest Festival – 4pm in the Bushers’ Barn

Sept 20th

Anstey Pop-up Film & Social Club – Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm

Sept 22nd

Brent Pelham Harvest festival

Sept 26th

Supper Club at Black Horse, Brent Pelham

Sept 27th

McMillan coffee morning at 61 High Street, Barkway

Sept 28th
Oct 25th

Barn Dance – Anstey Village Hall
Anstey Pop-up Film & Social Club – Village Hall 7.30 for 8pm

Editors: John and Patricia Hamilton, Red Stack, Anstey, Herts. SG9 0BN
Tel. 01763 848536 jhamilton.redstack@hotmail.com
Please send in your own news to: Jackie Godfrey on 01763 848732 or rjmo@tinyworld.co,uk (for Anstey);
Martin Hugi martinhugi@outlook.com (for Brent Pelham):
Margaret Beach on 01279 777195 or mothbeach27@gmail.com (Meesden), - please note new address.
Or, for last minute material, direct to the editors.

The next deadline is

15th September 2019

World Champions come to Anstey!

Penny Wylie writes: - Yew Tree Alpacas well and truly got Anstey on the map at the end of May when the United States
Women’s Football team, soon to become the new World Cup Champions, visited us for an alpaca walk & home-made cakes!
Twenty seven of the squad (a total of 60 people in the US squad, as well as the players, media, security, and physios) visited
prior to travelling to France for the World Cup. They spent one week in Britain training at a ground in Crews Hill before flying
to France and Yew Tree Alpacas were their chosen local leisure visit to help throw off jet lag. Although the weather didn’t play
ball (excuse the pun!) with rain much of the afternoon, the players and their support team zoomed around the walking route
in our beautiful East Herts countryside and had a great time getting to know the alpacas and enjoying home made ‘English’
cakes. Of the 23 players in the team squad 14 came to visit on the day including Rose Lavelle, one of the scorers in the final
and Alex Morgan, another big name in the team. We enjoyed player spotting during the matches as they progressed through
the rounds and came out as Champions. They were a great group and there was none of the arrogance talked about in the
press, all very down to earth, friendly and easy going. Take a look on our home page www.yewtreealpacas.co.uk for the video
(to music) taken by the media team at the end of the walk.
Simon Hughes writes: - Having grown up with my family in Brent Pelham since the age of 2 and moving through a
dedicated Science career I have moved on to set up my own Science Tuition Service. Teaching for 15 years, I have
taught on the medical, veterinary and natural science courses at University College London and later at Cambridge University
for 8 years alongside my PhD and research fellowships. Moving into secondary teaching at St. Albans School, teaching pupils
between the ages of 11-18, I have led the department in 2018 to GCSE grades of 91% A*/A as well as 68% A*/A at A level. I
have seen the benefit one-to-one assistance can have alongside a pupil’s normal lessons, and I now offer pupils tailored
assistance in their particular syllabus, supporting them in areas they find most challenging in Biology, Chemistry and
Physics years 7 to 13. I can be reached on 07980 767952, email sahughes@gmx.com . Please also see my website at
www.pelhamsciencetuition.co.uk
Come along and enjoy an evening with the Welwyn Garden City Male
Voice Choir at Anstey Church on Saturday the 7th September at 7.30pm.
Tickets are £10 to include a glass of wine and light refreshments – proceeds
go to the church Fabric Fund. Tickets are available from Greta Barker 01763
848314 or Ann Grimsdale 01763 848372.
Barley Tennis Club welcomes all new members, the courts are just resurfaced and in first class
condition. We have regular adult club sessions on Thursday evenings from 5.30 until dark, Sunday mornings from 10.30 until
1pm, Tuesday mornings via a WhatsApp group. Coaching is available if required, Rusty Rackets on a Thursday morning,
Juniors from 3.30 to 6.15 on a Tuesday, ladies on a Friday from 10am and other times by request. We have an active social
side if you wanted off court fun and all for a fee of just £35 for the whole family. Join by going to the Barley tennis Club web
site or by contacting Jan Pledger janpledger99@btinternet.com . Once you are a member you will have a key to the courts,
access to a ball machine and the ability to book courts online for your own pleasure.

Dog Owners. Please could you ensure that you clear up after your dogs, especially from the footpaths. A correspondent
writes about two separate occasions in the last few days when dog mess has been seen on footpaths in Anstey. And please put
the poo bags in the bin – don’t leave them for someone else to clear up.
Our District Councillor has asked if we could make a regular brief note in our newsletter of the Community Bus service
to/from Buntingford which apparently is seldom used by our villages and our routes are danger of being scrapped. The service
to Buntingford operates as follows:
Tuesday: Wyddial – Anstey – Meesden.
Thursday: Brent Pelham – Hormead – Hare St.
GOOD NEIGHBOURS SCHEME – If you need a lift to a hospital, or doctor’s surgery, or help with the shopping, just give
us a ring on 01763 848536.
There are two local Supper Clubs. On the second Tuesday of each month one is held at The Woodman, Nuthampstead at
7.30pm (please book on 01763 848328). This now features a SET MENU of three courses with a choice of three for each
course and your choice as to having two or three courses. Then on the last Thursday of each month it is the turn of the Black
Horse, Brent Pelham, (pre booking only) 01279 778925.
Garden & DIY Equipment A reminder that we have equipment that is available for people to borrow. For full details of the
equipment visit https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/ and check out the Loan DIY Equipment tab. Please do let us
know if you have equipment that we can add to this list.
Garden Help required. Three hours a week mowing, general tidying up, and odd jobs about the garden in the winter. Good
hourly rate available. Please ring 01763 848536

www.ansteyvillage.co.uk
Many congratulations to Jemma and David of Welspen
Thatch on their recent marriage; we hope they will have
many years of happiness together.
McMillan Coffee Morning, this year is at 61 High Street,
Barkway, the home of Jane and Christopher Greening.
Friday 27th September.
Great News from Anstey Chapel:....At last month’s
“Worship at the Chapel”, June 22nd, not only did we
have visitors from as far away as Hemel Hempstead and
Leighton Buzzard but also 3 people received physical and
emotional healing during the evening. Fantastic News! This
month’s Worship at the Chapel, 20th July, we have
Iain Leggett and Team leading us in modern gospel music
and traditional hymns. Last months ‘Open Doors,’10 days of
Prayer (7-8am) was regularly attended-out of which, 1st
Friday of every month (7-8am) an interdenominational prayer hour is now up and running
well. Come for 10 minutes or come for the hour.
Lunch at the Chapel will take a rest during August but
will be up and raring to go fortnightly from Tuesday
September 3rd to October 1st. Noon - 2pm. Home-made
Soup, Bread Rolls, Cake, Tea & Coffee.
Sunday Services at the Chapel - experience God’s
Presence and a warm family atmosphere from 10.30am with
refreshments following. 1st Sunday of the month,
Communion.
Please remember that Love is a choice, a commitment, an
action and a gift. May God give you wisdom to follow your
heart in the way of Love today. Contact details: Pastor Ian
& Lynn-Marie Palmer
01763-849256/07765585355
Anstey Village Hall news: - BARN DANCE! SQUARE
DANCE! YEE-HAW! Saturday 28th September –
doors open 7.30pm, first dance at 8.00. Join us for a
fun evening of dance, led by a professional caller. No

previous experience necessary! Tickets are £15, which
includes a finger buffet. Licensed bar. Given the size of the
hall, numbers will be limited to 50. Please contact Colin
Smith: colingsmith@gmail.com / 01763 849949 or Dave
Oxley: oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk / 01763 848584 to reserve your
place.
ANSTEY POP-UP FILM AND SOCIAL CLUB. On
Friday 14th June we showed ‘Colette,’ with Keira Knightley as
the eponymous heroine, and on Friday 19th July we showed
‘Stan & Ollie,’ with Steve Coogan and John C Reilly as the
comedy duo. Our next two films will be shown on Friday
20th September and Friday 25th October – doors open
7.30pm, film starts at 8.oo. All members should receive an
email flyer in advance, with details of the next film to be
shown. If you don’t receive one, or would like to become a
member, please contact Colin Smith or Dave Oxley (see
above). Non-members are welcome to join us on the night, as
a guest (for £3) or to sign up as a member. Membership is
still just £12 per calendar year and allows free entry to all 9
films!
EXERCISE CLASSES Unfortunately, due to low
attendance, the Pilates class on Wednesdays has now been
closed. All other classes continue to run as normal.
Monday
Dance Fit
5.30pm – 6.30pm
£4.00 per session
Tuesday
Yoga
5.15pm – 6.15pm
£4.00
Table Tennis
7.30pm – 8.30pm
£3.00
Wednesday
Table Tennis
10.00am – 11.00am
£3.00
Carpet Bowls
7.30pm – 9.30pm
£2.50
Thursday
Yoga
9.45am – 10.45am
£4.00
All classes run on a pay-as-you-go basis, with no upfront
fees. New members, of any age and ability, are always
welcome and the first ‘taster’session is free. Text Dave Oxley
on 07802 733398 (or email oxleydj@yahoo.co.uk) for more
information.

SUPPORTING THE HALL WITH THE EAST HERTS
LOTTERY East Herts Lottery is a weekly online lottery,
where 60% of all funds raised go to good causes that benefit
local communities in East Herts. Each ticket costs £1 per
week, and 50p of that goes directly to your nominated cause
– in our case, The Village Hall. The odds of winning any
prize are 50:1 and the top prize (matching 6 numbers in a
row) is £25,000! For more information go to
www.easthertslottery.co.uk or see the separate flyer with
this issue. If you are keen to support Anstey Village Hall by
playing the East Herts Lottery please go to

as a parade of vintage tractors. All dogs are welcome at the
show & they will be able to enter the classes in the Family
Dog Show, perhaps the ‘Best 6 legs’ class is for you ……in
addition your dogs’ skills can be tested in the Gun Dog
Scurry, on the dog agility course, or in the new dog

www.ansteyvillage.co.uk/hall to sign up. Thank you!
HIRING THE HALL. To book Anstey Village Hall
for a private function, or to hire any tables, chairs or

equipment, please contact Ruth Hart on 01763 849724 or
email ruth.hart9@btinternet.com. Finally, we would like to
thank Mill End Nursery in Rushden, who kindly donated 25
Hypericum plants for the Village Hall flower beds.
Anstey Parish Council. You may have noticed a new local
sign in Anstey at Cheapside ……. a number of parishioners at
our April AGM Meeting commented that they would like to
retain our village area names and we are working to put this
right. Gus Goymour, our resident sign-maker, is working
his way around the village and the Parish Council welcomes
any comments you may have about the new signs springing
up around our village. As yet there is no further news on the
planned conservation area review – we will put a note up on
the website when we have an update and report to you via
the Newsletter soon.
Please ensure hedges belonging to your property are cut well
back from the roadside during this growing season. Any
highways and vegetation issues can be reported via this link:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Highwaysroads-and-pavements/Report-a-problem/Report-ahighway-fault/What-type-of-fault-are-you-reporting.aspx
Our next Parish Council Meeting is arranged for 16th
September starting at 7.30pm at the Village Hall. We look
forward to seeing you soon. Caroline Jones, Clerk – Anstey
Parish Council, Barnside, Hare Street, Buntingford SG9
0AD.
Tel.
01763
289
763.
Email:
clerkansteypc@hotmail.co.uk
Anstey Fair took place on the 14th July. Fortunately the
weather held fair and good crowds attended in spite of the
“alternative attractions” of the Cricket World Cup Final, the
Wimbledon Men’s Singles Final and the British Grand Prix.
We hope to have details of how much was raised for the
Church, the Village Hall and the School in our next edition.

https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/
Herts & Essex Country Fair – Brent Pelham –
Sunday 18th August 2019 The 2019 Herts & Essex
Country Fair, Dog and Heavy Horse Show takes place in The
Park, Brent Pelham, SG9 0AT on Sunday 18th August 2019.
It is a traditional, local, Country Fair which provides an
entertaining day out for all the family.
The beautiful shire horses will be out in force again & the
Heavy Horse enthusiasts will be running a range of classes
to recognise the breeds of heavy horses which have played
such an important role in agriculture in the past. The main
ring events will feature a variety of displays by sheepdogs,
gun dogs, foxhounds, beagles, bassets and falconry as well

obedience competition.
Local Gamekeeper Steve Reynolds of Hamels Park,
Buntingford will be the commentator as well as encouraging
spectators to try their hand at traditional games such as egg
throwing.
There will be a number of quality local trade stands and a
funfair for children. A range of refreshments will be
available incl. Teas, Bar, Hog Roast, BBQ, Pizza etc. Heavy
Horse classes commence at 10.30am and the main ring
displays at 11.00am. Gates open at 10.30am. Trade Stands
and other enquiries to: 07917 665340.For further details see

website: www.hertsandessexcountryfair.com
The Black Horse pub EAST HERTS FAYRE: 9th - 11th
August.
August 9th: Free Children's Cinema on Friday evening, with
BBQ & the Horsebox Bar for the adults. Free entry for all.
August 10th & 11th: We are proud to host "The Flying
Seagulls"; a circus troupe that performs for children in
refugee camps across the world. They will be putting on
children's entertainment throughout the day, with live music
in the evening from a number of local bands. Free entry for
children during the day. £10 per day ticket for adults, with
proceeds from the ticket sales going to The Flying Seagulls.
We would love to see you there to support such a great
charity. For more details please call 01279 778925 and ask
for Hugh or leave a message. And don’t forget Supper Club
which is always the last Thursday of each month - For more
details see the Facebook page: Watch, Like, Follow
https://www.facebook.com/theblackhorsebrentpelham/

Message from Tina, Owletts Tina would like to let
people know that she is starting to make a good recovery
since becoming ill not so long ago. She would like to thank
all those that helped her out so much when she needed it the
most, and for all the cards, well wishes and cooking. In
particular she would like to thank Craig, Diana and Dawn
for coming to her aid on Pump Hill. She would like you to
know that when she is feeling able, she would like to thank
you personally and treat you to a meal.
Bell Ringing at St. Mary’s Church, Brent Pelham
Practices are every second Saturday 10.30-12.00 (next one
being on 27/7) and every second Wednesday 7.30-9pm
(next one being on 17/7). If anyone would like more
information or perhaps even join us they can contact Miro
mirokuro@hotmail.com .They always welcome new
learners. As it stands it is only Miro and James who are
doing bell ringing in BP and therefore they are relying on
help from other bell ringers from neighbouring villages.
They are also intending to ring before the services from now
on. The first service bell ringing was for the morning service
on 14th July at 9am for the 9.30 service which they have
been reliably informed was the first time after many years
that this has happened which is great for the village.
Bell ringing competition. On Sunday 21st September the
Bishops Stortford District Richard Atkins Memorial Six Bell
Call Changes Striking Competition will be taking place at
the church. The primary objective of the competition is to
encourage less experienced ringers to participate in a
striking competition and to encourage improved striking in
the District. For interest, the competition test piece is a
minimum of 8 minutes of call changes with a maximum of 3
minutes. Immediately prior to the Competition test piece
the treble shall be rung twice to indicate that ringing is
about to begin.
Scoring will begin after the 5th whole pull of rounds after
which all closing rounds will be judged.
The winning team shall be awarded and entrusted with the
safekeeping of the Richard Atkins Memorial, to be held for
one year or until two weeks before the next competition.
Best of luck to our Brent Pelham Bell Ringers!!
General reminders
The Black Horse pub For details of regular and seasonal
activities see the Facebook page – Watch, Like, Follow
https://www.facebook.com/theblackhorsebrentpelham/ or speak
to landlord Hugh on 01279 778925.
Brent Pelham Facebook page. If you are a Facebook user
then don’t forget to like the Brent Pelham Facebook page to keep
up to date with upcoming events & local news.
Fraser Murray sends out emails to the village with general news;
these are useful for getting out urgent new, reminders and
information quickly. To add your name to his distribution list, or if
your email has changed, then send a blank email to
frasermurray@me.com with your name and address in the
header.
Pilates At the Village Hall every Monday from 7 to 8 pm, led by
experienced teacher Becky - newcomers are welcome whether
male or female. Each class costs £6 if you pay for one or £5 if you
pay monthly. Any questions - contact Hazel Norris on 777316
Kundalini Yoga Evening classes including Gong Relaxation with
Anna Currey, Kundalini Research Institute Certified Teacher.
Every Tuesday 19:00 – 20:15 at Brent Pelham Village Hall. £8
drop in Arrive 10 minutes before class, comfortable clothes and
yoga/pilates mat or similar. For more information or questions:
Anna Currey 07463 851460 annaalexcurrey@gmail.com
Village hall internet - The WiFi network is BP-Village-Hall and
the password is shonk5moat. It’s free to use for basic respectful
use, and for those ‘your-internet-is-down’ emergencies; For
prolonged heavy use a small, or large, donation would be very
welcome, simply post through the letter box at the Village Hall
with an explanatory note.

Brent Pelham Voluntary Emergency Telephone Service
(VETS) scheme. As the name suggests this is an Emergency
Telephone Service run by volunteers in the village. It can be called
in an emergency to provide local support whilst waiting for the
emergency services to arrive. It is important to note this is NOT a
substitute for the emergency services - Call 999 first. Then, if you
need a fellow villager to help manage the emergency, or just some
company while you wait for the emergency services to arrive, you
should call 01279 260911.
Village Defibrillator This is located near the village hall and
post box opposite the church. The access code for the box is C159X.

https://www.brentpelham-meesden-pc.org/
Children in Meesden Village held a competition to
see who could grow the tallest sunflower plant in the newly
planted raised bed behind Meesden Village Hall. All the
plants were from one single packet of sunflower seeds and
sown during the spring in pots under glass. In early June, the
children were invited to choose a pot and plant it. On Sunday
July 14th we measured all the plants and handed out
certificates to the winner and the runners-up. The tallest
sunflower was grown by Sam Tansley whose sunflower grew
to a staggering height of 3.05 meters and is still growing!
Sam said the secret of his success was that he watered it
every day after school.
Very well done Sam, and congratulations to all the others
who took part!
The Rogation Walk took place on Saturday 25th May
this year with the event being very well supported with over
35
walking,
many with their
four
legged
friends. The 13
mile
walk
started
from
Little Hormead
Church with the
first stop being
at Home Farm
Wyddial for the
now
famous
mid-morning
feast including tea, and a scrumptious range of cakes, scones
and biscuits so generously provided in the garden by Sally
Dyack and her team.
The sun shone throughout the day, as we walked through
glorious countryside around the Benefice, stopping at each
Church along the way for a moment of reflection and
prayer. Refreshments were kindly provided. The Walk
finished in grand style with a record number of finishers
(16!) enjoying tea at Great Hormead. Our vicar James
Sawyer with his wife, Rosie, completed their first Rogation
Walk here, and asked to pass on their own thanks to all those
involved especially to those who assisted the walkers
including Sally Dyack, Gus and Jenny Goymour, Val, Kay
and Emma who helped with the equally sumptuous tea at
Hormead (where James made and provided the
scones!)! Also thanks are due to the relief drivers Tim and
Kate Hinch who so kindly gave up their day to provide water
and transport when needed, and to Stephen Ruff and Trevor
Hughes for organising and leading the Walk.
After the success of this event we feel sure you will want to
include next year's date, Saturday 16th May in your 2020
diary!

The Meesden Fete and Family Day was enjoyed by all
who attended. There was fabulous music from John Busher
who entertained those in the tea tent where a chocolate
fountain was a favourite with the younger visitors. The
children also loved the bouncy castle and games, especially
the lucky dip and toy tombola! The coconut shy proved as
popular as ever and winners were thrilled with their
coconuts. A few took up the challenge of completing a
scavenger hunt around Meesden and lots of children
enthusiastically took part in the wacky races. At the dog
show, pampered pooches battled it out over the obstacles to
claim the coveted title and those watching were refreshed by
the delicious Pimms from the bar and fed by the tasty hog
roast. All in all a great afternoon bringing the village
together and raising lots of money! Many thanks to all who
helped to make it such a lovely afternoon, in particular Chris
and Erica for providing the hog roast and bouncy castle.
Would readers please note I have recently changed my email
address to mothbeach27@gmail.com
Many thanks - Margaret Beach

Fine Cabinet Makers & Fitted
Furniture Producers
Bespoke Joinery
C M Joinery Ltd
For more information log onto
www.thecabinetmaker.co.uk
Telephone – 07831 543715
or e-mail colin@thecabinetmaker.co.uk

Helping Hands - Domestic
services
Local references available.
Need help with your busy schedule? We
can help you with:
*Housekeeping
(spring clean, general clean, washing,
ironing etc)
*Carpet cleaning
*End of tenancy cleaning
*Party hosting assistance
*Baby sitting
*Dog walking
Please contact for details, advice and a
free quote.
Bettina Kovacs 07518928871
kovacsbettina@hotmail.co.uk

MBL DECORATING
Painting and decorating at
reasonable rates
*Free Quotations*
We are fully insured
01279-427240 or mobile
07790612954

LadiesBeginners Bodyfit
Bootcamp!
WOMEN ONLY. Everyone
welcome All abilities catered for!
ANSTEY PARK Mondays
9.15-10 a.m £5.00 PER
SESSION (First session free!)
Come and join in the fun with
other like-minded women.
Please contact Emma Raymen PT 07792
429782
Rocketfitness@hotmail.com

Fingers and Forks – bespoke
caterers
Catering for all occasions – Weddings,
Christenings, Funerals, Corporate, Hog
Roasts, Banquets, and Canapés etc.
Full Hot and Cold Menu available – High
Standard of Cuisine and Presentation. Ring
Emma on 01763 848000

ANSTEY GROVE BARN
BED AND BREAKFAST

Anstey Grove Barn is a timber barn that has
been tastefully converted specifically to offer
high
quality
Bed
and
Breakfast
accommodation. It is situated away from the
main farmhouse, and overlooks the secluded
walled garden, which is set to lawn and
formal herb patio and is for guests’ use only.
The six rooms are all elegantly furnished and
are a mixture of twin and double. The “Master
Room” has a four poster bed, bathroom with
freestanding roll top bath, shower and
separate WC.
www.ansteygrovebarn.co.uk
contact Alice at
enquiries@ansteygrovebarn.co.uk 01763
848828 or 07791296060

R Webb’s Gardening Services
Hedge Cutting, Grass Cutting,
Strimming, Weeding, Pruning shrubs and
small Trees, Fencing, and General
GardenMaintenance.
Fully Insured. Anstey based
Tel: 07815 134875
01763 848051

Rosie Norbury
Childminding Services
Places available for children
ages 6 months – 2 years
Full day care or part time hours
Happy, fun and caring home
environment
Based in Braughing - 11 years
experience
Competitive rates, all childcare
vouchers
Ofsted registered - Excellent
references available
01920 82256 or 07970 367074
rosie.norbury@hotmail.co.uk

J.G Brickwork and Building Services
All aspects of Brickwork and Building work
undertaken.
Level 3 NVQ & City & Guilds Bricklayers.
Free Estimates please contact: 07557531841 / 07879053193

07557531841 or 07879053193

